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Originally built to a classic medieval cruciform plan, the
church was later extended by several of Galway’s merchant
‘tribe’ families including the Lynchs and the Ffrenches.

14 SIÚRACHA NA TOIRBHIRTE
PRESENTATION SISTERS

Arriving in Galway in 1815, the Presentation Sisters took
responsibility for the female Free School, initially in Kirwan’s
Lane. In 1819, they relocated to this site, previously occupied
by a Charter School. By 1920, thirty female orphans were
living in the building, with 300 scholars being instructed “in
useful needlework, reading, writing, the common rule of
arithmetic , and the principles of religion”.

15 DRIOGLANN PERSSE
PERSSE’S DISTILLERY

The Persse Distillery was originally established by Henry
Stratford Persse close to Galway’s University before
relocating to this site in 1847. The brand was the Persse
Galway Whiskey, and it was exported far and wide. Farmers
from the rural hinterland brought barley to the site and
reclaimed the spent product as feed for their livestock. The
distillery ceased production in the first decade of the 20th
century after legal disputes when both Scotch Whisky and
the big Dublin distilleries began to dominate the market. 

16 TEACH NA CÚIRTE
COURTHOUSE

The courthouse is a distinguished building designed by
Richard Morrison in the early 19th century. Work
commenced in 1812 with the first court sitting taking place
in 1815. Even after it opened as a courthouse, the location
was commonly referred to by locals as St Francis Abbey, due
to the fact that it was on the site of the former Franciscan
Priory.

17 MAURICE SEMPLE (1917-2000)
By profession a solicitor, Maurice Semple had a great interest
in the history of Galway. He collected many photographs
and published a number of books on the subject. His
publications had a particular focus on Galway’s waterways
including the River Corrib, Lough Corrib and water-based
industries in the city. 

18 SIÚRACHA NA TRÓCAIRE
RELIGIOUS SISTERS OF MERCY

Before arriving in Galway in 1842 to establish St Vincent’s
Convent, Sr M. Teresa had trained under the guidance of
Catherine McAuley, the founder of the Sisters of Mercy in
Ireland in 1831. This female Order was noted for its
charitable work and for the provision of education,
particularly to the female Catholic population.  

19 FR PETER DALY P.P. (1788 - 1868)
Fr Daly was a prominent Catholic priest, who was centrally
involved in economic development efforts in Galway in the
first half of the 19th century. He is mostly remembered for
his attempts to make Galway a major trans-Atlantic port and
for erecting a memorial in Market Street marking the
location where, according to legend, Mayor Lynch hanged
his son for a murder crime in the late 15th century.

20 ALICE PERRY (1885 - 1969)
Alice Perry holds the distinction of being the first female
engineering graduate in Ireland. She achieved first-class
honours in Civil Engineering at Queen’s College Galway in
1906. Later, she succeeded her father as County Galway
surveyor, making her also the first female to hold such a
position. The Perry family were the founders of the Galway
Electric Light Company, which pioneered the use of electric
street lighting in Galway from this site.

21 CAISLEÁN AN LINSIGH
LYNCH’S CASTLE

Lynch’s Castle is widely regarded as the finest example of an
urban tower house in Ireland. It was built in the late 16th
century by the Lynchs, the most powerful of Galway’s 14
merchant ‘tribe’ families. The castle is noted for a number of
ornate carvings including the coats of arms of Henry VII, and
the Lynchs, and an emblem of the Fitzgerald family. 

22 WALTER MACKEN (1915 - 1967)
One of Galway’s most renowned writers, Walter Macken
published short-stories, novels and plays. He is perhaps best
known for his trilogy of Irish historical novels, Seek the Fair
Land, The Silent People and The Scorching Wind. As an actor,
he was associated with the Irish language theatre, An
Taibhdhearc, which is located in Middle Street. 

8 AN PÓIRSE CAOCH
SPANISH ARCH

The Spanish Arch is one of Galway’s most famous landmarks
as it represents the city’s medieval trade with continental
Europe. The Arch was an extension to the line of the
medieval town walls and was originally built as a defensive
bastion. The area in front of the arch acted as the docks in
this period, and historic maps depict galleons from Spain
and France offloading cargoes of wine casks at this location.

9 CAISLEÁN AN BHLÁCAIGH
BLAKE’S CASTLE

Tower houses were a type of castle favoured by urban
merchant families such as the Blakes, one of the 14
influential families of Galway’s medieval period. They
became  known collectively as ‘The Tribes of Galway’. The
building was the county prison from 1686 to 1810.

10 AMHARCLANN NA  
MHÁIRTÍNEACH
MARTIN THEATRE

The theatre at this site was established by Richard Martin,
the M.P and animal rights’ campaigner, whose townhouse
nearby is also marked with a plaque. The 100-seat theatre,
with sloping floor, was opened in 1783 when Martin, his wife
Elizabeth and Theobald Wolfe Tone (leader of the 1798
Rebellion) performed in the first plays here.

11 RICHARD MARTIN M.P. (1754 - 1834)
A member of, successively, the Irish House of Commons, and
the British House of Commons, Richard Martin is best
remembered for his pioneering campaigns against cruelty
to animals in the early 19th century for which he earned the
nickname ‘Humanity Dick’.  He was also known as ‘Hairtrigger
Dick’ due to his fondness for duelling. Richard Martin’s
principle  residence was  in Ballinahinch, Connemara, but
used this building here as his townhouse. Its oriel window is
a notable feature.

12 THE KING’S HEAD
The King’s Head was once the home of Thomas Lynch
FitzAmbrose, Mayor of Galway. It retains much of its late
medieval fabric internally including the feature fireplace and
marriage stone dated 1612. In 1654, Lynch lost his mayoralty,
and his home, to Colonel Peter Stubbers. Stubbers was a
notorious Cromwellian officer, who, in the words of King
Charles II “assisted at that execrable murder of our royal
father”, i.e. the execution of King Charles I in 1649.

13 EAGLAIS SAN NIOCLÁS
SAINT NICHOLAS 
COLLEGIATE CHURCH

Founded c.1320, Saint Nicholas’s is one of the largest Irish
medieval parish churches still in use. It was dedicated to St
Nicholas of Myra, patron saint of sea travellers. 
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1 CHARLES FRENCH BLAKE-FORSTER
(1850 - 1874)

Charles French Blake-Forster played a prominent part in the
civic affairs of Galway in the latter half of the 19th century.
He held a deep interest in the history of Galway and wrote
extensively on the subject. His best known work is “The Irish
Chieftains or a Struggle for the Crown” written in 1872

2 SEÁN DUGGAN (1922 - 2013)
‘Seánie’ Duggan was a legendary
hurling goalkeeper, who is widely
regarded as one of the best players
ever. He represented his club: Liam
Mellows, County: Galway, and
province: Connacht with distinction.
Seán worked for many years as a clerk
in the electricity supply board (ESB) in
Galway and lived nearby on College

Road. In latter years, he was a daily swimmer in the sea at
Salthill. He was commemorated on a postage stamp during
his lifetime.

3 BALLA MEÁNAOISEACH 
NA CATHRACH
MEDIEVAL TOWN WALL

Commenced in 1270 by the town founders, the De Burgo
family, Galway’s city walls enclosed an area of approximately
11 hectares.  The walls kept the Norman inhabitants of the
medieval town safe from attack by the native Irish. The
remaining section of town walls inside the shopping centre
runs between two restored defensive towers known as
Shoemaker’s Tower and Penrice’s Tower. 

4 INSTITIÚID NA gCEARDAITHE
MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE

Mechanics’ Institutes originated in Scotland in the early
1820s and spread rapidly. The first Galway Mechanics
Institute was founded in August 1826. Their main original
function was the education and training of tradesmen
(known then as mechanics) but they came to facilitate trade
union business and social activities. From the late 1830s,
they were commonly associated with the Temperance
movement. Mechanics Institutes, including this one,
typically contained newspaper reading rooms and libraries,
and were the locations for talks and debates.

5 TEACH NA MÉARACHTA
MAYORALTY HOUSE

With a striking façade of 5 bays and 3 windows, Mayoralty
House faces up Lower Cross Street from the junction of St
Augustine Street and Flood Street. Built of ashlar limestone,
it is one of the most important examples of Georgian
architecture in the city. The building was associated with the
Daly family, which monopolised the position of Mayor of
Galway in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.

6 HALLA AN ÍARLA RUA
HALL OF THE RED EARL

The hall acted as courthouse, tax-office and banqueting hall
in the medieval town of Galway. It belonged to the De
Burgos – the town’s founders and rulers in the 13th century
who later had royal connections. When the De Burgos were
displaced by the 14 ‘tribes’ of Galway in the late 15th century,
it fell into a ruinous state and later functioned as an iron-
working site. The hall is named after its founder, Richard De
Burgo, the Red Earl.

7 PÁDRAIC Ó CONAIRE (1882 - 1928)
Ó Conaire was a writer and journalist, who
was born in this building on the New
Docks. He published primarily in the Irish
language and was a leading figure in the
Gaelic Revival of the early 20th century. His
statue in Eyre Square became a renowned
Galway landmark.

GALWAy EyRE SQUARE CENTRE
Tel 091 568814 

GALWAy SHOPPING CENTRE 
HEADFORD ROAD

Tel 091 507050

Premium
Menswear

Store
091 564883

@lallymenswear
2 Upper Abbeygate Street, Galway

Da Roberta 
Pizzeria Ristorante

Authentic Italian Food
Award Winning Restaurant

161 Upper Salthill, Galway
Phone: 091 58 58 08
www.darobertas.ie
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