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GALWAY’S JOURNEY TO TREMENDOUS TRANSFUSION !! 
 
In February 2019, our then President, Lion Jim Kent brilliantly suggested that we 
should have a Soapbox event at the end of the meeting. A what?, was there an issue 
of personal hygiene in the club? 
 
Anyway what emerged was a frightening presentation which revealed that if we 
continued, as in the previous 4 years, and not bring in new members to the club, the 
average age of our members in 2030 would be 70.5 years. Whilst this would 
represent a significant level of experience, it would also equate sadly with lower 
levels of energy, challenging health issues and a rapidly shrinking presence in our 
city’s workforce and commercial life. The decision was stark: Grow the membership 
or allow the club to die, by a thousand cuts? 
 
Thankfully we gravitated to the former option and under the strong leadership and 
encouragement of our next President, Lion Mary MacLynn, we had a specific 
brainstorming session on recruitment and the future of the club. One of the many 
initiatives from this process was to organise an information evening, with a convivial 
cheese and wine function. Lion Brendan McDermott chaired the informal evening and 
introduced the 6 chairpersons of our largest service and fund raising activities. 
Each of them spoke for two minutes and explained their particular project. We also 
had brief presentations from 4 of our beneficiaries, who explained how our donation 
had helped their particular charity. We invited 60 potential new members and had 
about 40 on the night, which was wrapped in great sociability, and an alarmingly high 
level of transparency and honesty by each of the existing members present; we 
explained our predicament in its rawness. 
 
We then invited those potential members to come to our next few meetings. Many of 
this group have young children, busy work situations and are extremely time poor. 
However the bottom line is that we inducted 16 new young lions members, including 
two married couples. Furthermore, at our November meeting on zoom, President 
Brian O Keeffe formalised the elevation of four of these new members as Directors of 
the club. He also appointed each of the sixteen new members as Co Chairpersons of 
one project. 
 
The transfusion of this new young blood with innovative thinking and boundless 
energy has transformed the Galway club to a remarkable extent. As one member put 
it, the blackboard and chalk have been replaced with the Idonate page and a brand 
new online platform for our Radio Auction. .... Oh and needless to mention, our 
average age and indeed gender balance, looks a lot better! 
 
Name the Names 
 
These 16 new members have energised the Galway club to a remarkable extent and 
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thankfully we now believe that we are set well to meet the challenges of this decade. 
In relation to the16 new members who joined Galway Lions Club, many people have 
asked for their names. We were hoping against hope that we could organise a group 
photo of them, but unfortunately as we worked through the months of Covid, this was 
not possible. 
 
Needless to say, we are thrilled that each of them has decided to join the club. The # 
and & indicate that these members are married to each other: 
Terry Casey, Evelyn Garvey #, Paul Gillen, Eoin Gleeson, Maurice Hickey, Sean 
Lally, Fintan Loftus, Francis Murray, Iain McDonald, Daniel McMullin, Frank O Neill, 
Muireann ni Riain, David Ryan&, Brook Sheehan&, Paul Shaughnessy#, Michael 
Tarpey. 
 
Christmas Activities 
 
Is it just me but these Radio Auctions, and by definition the Christmas’s , seem to be 
spinning around faster and faster every year. “What’s that?.....it’s an age thing! agh 
come on, your editor is only a young fella! 
 
Anyway after 5 months of impeccable planning by a very hard working auction 
committee, we had our launch of the Radio Auction on 18th November by zoom on 
local Radio Station, with Keith Finnegan from Galway Bay FM, Bishop Brendan Kelly, 
our City Lord Mayor, Cllr Mike Cubbard, Lions President Brian O Keeffe and auction 
Project Chairperson, Lion Geraldine Mannion. 
 
We then had our actual live online auction on 4th December on Galway Bay FM, 
hosted by the inimitable Keith Finnegan. Due to the covid restrictions, we had to work 
with one arm tied behind our back. However the team succeeded in auctioning over 
230 items, donated by local businesses; this resulted in receipts of over €40,000. In 
tandem with this project, many members of the public made cash donations, which 
brought in a further €25,000. Our online auction platform needed serious upgrading 
and our new member, Lion Frank O Neill, played the proverbial blinder, and his 
massive input resulted in a new more user friendly, intuitive online platform, which 
bidders and donors loved. 
 
Speaking of new members, Lion Muireann ni Riain, together with Lion Maurice 
Hickey, in collaboration with Lion Mary MacLynn, developed a new iDonate page for 
our website. This was, in turn, promoted extensively on facebook etc. by our Social 
Media team ( Lions Tony Kavanagh and Tom Joyce) and at the present time has hit 
almost €8,000. That is a total income of over €73,000 from our Christmas fund 
raising activities and is an amazing outcome, given the challenging times we are all 
going through. 
 
These funds will facilitate the release of over 450 vouchers to the needy families in 
the city, in addition to funding many other deserving causes in 2021. Fundamentally 
this is testament to the incredible generosity of the public, our loyal supporters and 
friends. 
 
In achieving this tremendous out turn, it was heartening to see the commitment and 
enthusiasm of our existing and new members in particular, in getting auction items, 
helping with call backs to successful bidders and basically increasing the 
effectiveness and efficiency of the activities of the club. 
 
Incidentally, the two photographs below show Project Chairperson, Lion Geraldine 
Mannion with Keith Finnegan from local Radio Station, Galway Bay FM during the 



2019 Auction, whilst the second photo shows Geraldine with our President Brian O 
Keeffe, socially distancing and working remotely during the 2020 Auction...a tale of 
two very different years! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Message from our President 
 
Fellow Galway Lions. 
 
As we approach the end of what has been, by any standards, a most unusual and 
difficult year I want to thank you for your commitment to Galway Lions Club. I also 
want to thank your families for the support that they have given to you as you have 
continued to contribute to our community and give expression to our Lion’s motto – 
“we serve”. 
 
To each of us and to our club, 2020 has presented many challenges of a type we 
have never experienced before. But adversity often brings out either the best or the 
worst in both individuals and organisations. As President, I am proud to say that the 
former has been the case for Galway Lions Club. Together we have risen to the 
challenges presented by the new circumstances in which we found ourselves. 
Many of our projects – particularly on the service side – could not go ahead because 
of the Covid restrictions. However, by adapting our systems we did ensure that the 
all-important Christmas vouchers were delivered to those who need them most. On 



the fundraising side we found new ways to enable us to continue to tap in to the 
extraordinary generosity of the business community and ordinary people of Galway. 
The results were superb and could not have been imagined early in the year when 
the impact of the pandemic was becoming clear. This means that we have the 
resources to continue to help those in need in the coming year. 
 
Your efforts in recent months mean that Galway Lions Club will continue to make a 
real difference to people’s lives and to our community. 
 
To our 2020 intake of members – congratulations. You have already added greatly to 
our club and I know that you will continue to do so into the future. Hopefully, in 2021 
we will all be able to meet each other in person and you will get the opportunity to 
enjoy the more social aspects of the Club’s activities. 
 
As we move into 2021 we will continue to face new challenges. These will initially be 
on the service side. How do we continue to provide a variety of services in the face of 
the ongoing restrictions? Meeting these challenges will demand flexibility and 
creativity. But I have absolutely no doubt that once again we will rise to the occasion 
and ensure that we continue to identify and meet many of the pressing needs in our 
community. 
 
For now – I am sure that you are looking forward to putting your feet up and relaxing 
with your loved ones over the next few weeks. You have certainly earned it. I hope 
this Christmas is a peaceful and happy one for you and yours and that the New Year 
sees the beginning of a return to a more normal life for all of us. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
 
Brian 

 
Web site links: 

 

Galway Lions Club Website:  www.galwaylionsclub.ie 

 

Lions District 133 Ireland Website: www.lionsclubs.ie 

 

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org 

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at 

padraigbree@gmail.com 
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