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We all hope that as you read this, all is good with you and your loved ones, in
these crazy tough times. We expect that the club will face many new and
complex challenges as a result. However we can rest assured that we are
being led by a capable, most competent President, in Lion Mary and I know
that our incoming President, Lion Brian, has already started putting plans
together, so we will be in a position to hit the ground running.

Nature offers stark contrast at this time to what is going on in the human world
with Covid-19.
Spring is busy doing its thing - bursting with birdsong, buds and new life.
It's a polar opposite to mankind, having mostly to observe, but not enjoy, the
season of growing light.
But if nature tells us anything, it is that change is always happening and much
is beyond our control.
It‘s the worldwide loss of control that has unnerved people, ordinary citizens
and even prime ministers, captured by the virus and hostage to uncertainty.

But there are important things we can control, such as our attitude to the viral
threat and feeding our minds with facts. At this stage in the outbreak, days
appear to blend into each other and it can be difficult to know which part of
any week it is. It‘s tough for everyone - especially parents with kids and
vulnerable family members, people who are single and older people, living on
their own. However “ this too will pass” and we will emerge stronger and
better people.

Member’s Initiatives.

In the midst of all the difficulties and worries, many of our Lions, as ever, have been
busy being Lions and 'serving' the community.
Lion Yvonne Thornton and her Trabolgan committee contacted 28 of our
regular guests by phone to check in with them and advise them that
unfortunately their holiday is cancelled for June 2020. It was also an
opportunity to check how they were coping and get some messages for them.
Separately, Lion Geraldine Mannion came up with a lovely idea to bring some
joy to our front-line staff in ICU at University Hospital Galway. Thanks to the
enormous assistance of Lion Liam Duggan and the co-operation of his staff in
their supermarket in Renmore, a hundred gifts of treats were delivered and
accepted by 2 nurses in ICU on behalf of the staff in the hospital. Liam also
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linked up with local Gardai, who also assisted with the initiative, and ensured
all protocols were observed.

Pauline Griffin RIP.
Sadly we have just learnt of the sad passing of Pauline Griffin, Wife of our
founding member and Melvin Jones Award Recipient, Lion Dan Griffin.
Pauline was a lovely lady and attended many of our social events. Dan was a
loyal and loving partner and looked after Pauline in a loving caring manner to
the very end. May she rest in perfect peace. The Lion’s family have the Griffin
family in our thoughts and prayers at this sad time.

New Members.

These past few days have been simply amazing for our club. Despite
challenges on many levels from the Covid 19 crisis, we are delighted to
announce that we will have 13 new members joining us, whenever we
resume. They will certainly reduce the average age in the club and this was
one of our objectives when we started our recruitment drive back in
September 2019. This has been an amazing team project and, as
Chairperson of the sub committee, the President and I would like to thank
every member for the extensive efforts to identify and bring in new members.
It is an unqualified success and forms a good platform, going forward.

We are going to have an amazing year and can now operate on a deeper and
wider level in our community; these new members will help us to re-energise
the club and expand our activities. Our incoming President, Lion Brian O
Keefe, has been in touch with many of the new members, with a view to
welcoming them and exploring what particular projects they have an interest
in. It has been humbling to see the extent of their enthusiasm and for our part,
we must strive to help them settle in and enjoy this great club.

This piece from the Lions Organisation centrally, may speak to you;
“This pandemic is reminding us that our true work is not our job, that is what
we do, not what we were created to do. Our true work is to look after each
other and to be of benefit to one another.”

Finally, stay safe, keep distracted and enjoy this great spell of weather

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 133 Ireland Website: www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at

padraigbree@gmail.com



GALWAY LIONS AT CONVENTION IN BALLINA AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AT UCHG

Lions Liam Duggan and Geraldine Mannion

with members of Garda Siochana

Geraldine Mannion with nurses at UCHG

President Mary MacLynn and Tom Hogan on

podium at convention

This was only seven weeks ago before social

distancing! PDG Paul Allen, Brian O’Keeffe,

Tom Hogan

Geraldine Mannion and Fergal McAndrew



GALWAY LIONS AT CONVENTION IN BALLINA AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AT UCHG

Yvonne Thornton and Mary MacLynn Geraldine Mannion, Pat Connolly and Yvonne

Thornton.


