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Editorial. 
 
 

“There are decades when nothing happens, and there are weeks 
when decades happen.” 

  
Vladimir Lenin said that over a hundred years ago. 

  

And it perfectly describes the events we’ve seen in the last few 
weeks. I’m sure you’ve been as alarmed as I have by how quickly 

the world has changed. It has felt like living life on fast forward. 
  

Borders around the world have closed. 
  

Planes have been grounded. Sporting events have been cancelled. 
Shops have been closed. 

  
In many countries, the army has been deployed to enforce strict 

quarantines. But more of this later. 
 

Message in a bottle. 
 

This is a project which was introduced at national level some years ago and 
Lion Pat Connolly suggested that the Galway Club should take it on board. 
Fortunately his request fell on active ears and Lion Geraldine Mannion, who 
was working as a nurse, saw the benefits immediately. She was the project’s 
first Chairperson and has moulded the project into the success it is today. 
If you think this project is about writing your name on a piece of paper, putting 
it in a self addressed bottle at the harbour in New York, and waiting for it to 
appear at the Docks in Galway, you are totally wrong!! 
No this is a unique project which involves (mainly older) people who are on 
many medications, providing a list of such medicines in a bottle in one’s 
domestic fridge. The bottle contains a form with personal details and details of 
all medicines and next of kin, in the event of an emergency. All our 
emergency services ( Doctors, Fire Brigade, Gardai, Ambulance services etc.) 
are being briefed on this initiative.  
Part of the process, involves placing prominent stickers on the fridge, front 
and back doors of the house, so the emergency services are aware that the 
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victim is in the scheme and this accelerates the intervention of the emergency 
services, when they are called out in the event of an emergency. 
At the moment Galway Lions Club has distributed packs out to members in 
the various retirement groups around the city. Lion Sean Mannion is our 
current project chair and has stepped in to Geraldine’s “large shoes”. 
(metaphorically speaking of course!) 
 
Tullamore Hospice 
 
Below is a photo from Lions Clubs District 133 Convention, in Ballina. 
 
In a nice gesture of “hands across the border”, Galway Lions Club decided to 
present a cheque €250 to Tullamore Lions Club, in support of the club’s 
ambitious project to build a hospice in Tullamore. 
We made the donation in memory of the late Ms. Philomena O Callaghan, 
RIP, from Edenderry who died of cancer a year ago. Philomena was a sister 
of our member Lion Pat Connolly. 
 We wish the project to build a hospice in Tullamore every success with the 
fundraising efforts. This is a super initiative and deserves every support. 

 
In the photograph from left to right are; 
Pat Lalor, Chairman of Tullamore Lions Club hospice project. 
Pat Connolly, PDG and Galway Lions Club. 
Mary MacLynn, President Galway Lions Club. 
Larry Fleming, President Tullamore Lions Club. 
Paul Cullen, Vice President Tullamore Lions Club 
 
At the Ballina convention, Galway Lions Club showed a video of Galway as 
part of our bid to host the 2021 convention. A special thanks to Michael 
Clarke, brother of President Mary MacLynn for this beautiful presentation 
which he donated free of charge. It may be viewed at 
https://www.facebook.com/GalwayLionsClub.ie/videos/895781467511040/ 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/GalwayLionsClub.ie/videos/895781467511040/


All is Changed, changed Utterly  
 
Our last meeting was on 9th of March and in the days since then, we now 
have new situations on so so many different levels. Public events and family 
celebrations have been cancelled. I suppose ye heard about the fella who 
was always in charge of the TV remote control at home, and spent most 
evenings flicking between the sports channels. With no sports available, he 
decided he would start talking again with the Wife and amazingly discovered 
“that she was very nice.!!” 
No seriously, this virus is very different and each of us have challenging 
responsibilities to look after each other and our communities. As instructed 
this starts with our own approach to hygiene and self isolation. 
As a result of the virus, our first event to be cancelled was the Breakfast 
Morning, which was a shame given the vast amount of work Project 
Chairperson, Lion Tony Kavanagh, and his team had undertaken.  
At time of writing our meetings are cancelled until further notice; however do 
remember we can communicate electronically if there is something on your 
mind. 
Our Grandparents went to war and fought many battles, including military and 
economic; on a health level, all we are being asked, in a sense, is to sit on our 
hands; so let’s do it and keep everybody safe. Our club can have a significant 
role in the fight against the Covid-19 virus and reduce its effect on our 
communities, whilst protecting the most vulnerable of our older population.  
Let’s keep our eyes open and see where we can serve. 
In the likely event that some of you spot a need in the coming weeks, please 
feel free to contact me and I will be more than happy, with the approval of our 
President, to help gather a team who can respond. At this point in time, it is 
impossible to know where the need will arrive. 
In the meantime please stay safe; whilst the battle is obviously physical, it 
also needs to be managed on a psychological level. 
Rest assured, we will get through this! 
 

March Meeting Presentations: 

 
President Mary congratulates Jim Kent on 25 years membership 



 
Des Conway is congratulated on 30 years membership 

 
 
Pat Connolly celebrates 35 years membership 

 
 
Kevin Watters still smiling after 40 years membership. 
 
Web site links: 

 

Galway Lions Club Website:  www.galwaylionsclub.ie 

 

Lions District 133 Ireland Website: www.lionsclubs.ie 

 

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org 

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at 

padraigbree@gmail.com 
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