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Editorial. 
 
Due to volume of activities to report on in the February Bulletin, following the 
January meeting, your Editor decided to hold back on some of the items for 
this March bulletin. Accordingly, as Tommy Tiernan says, “Let’s horse right 
into it”!! 
 
Christmas Food Vouchers. 
This project involves giving vouchers to needy families around the city. The 
amount of the voucher is directly related to the number of adults/children in 
the respective households. The spend has been increased annually (in 2013, 
we paid out €29,243 across 485 families) and this year we gave out vouchers 
to the value of €47,175, made up of 444 families receiving an average 
voucher of €106.25. There were 526 applications and following a vetting 
process we looked after 444, Corrib Lions Club dealt with 50 families who 
were located in their area, and St Vincent de Paul the remainder. 
This year, there were a lot of new families on the list. Applications are 
submitted by Social Workers, Cope, SVDP, brothers of Charity and Club 
Members.  
We request postcodes to aid with deliveries. Whilst it is a laboursome 
undertaking, each of the vouchers is hand delivered. This increases the 
awareness of Lionism in the city and helps identify recipients who may be in 
need of other ongoing help. We allocate a sum of €70 per adult and €15 per 
child, in each household. On our cash collections at Christmas, we have often 
been thanked by former recipients of vouchers who appreciated this timely 
welcome financial support.  
Our Immediate Past President, Lion Gerard Hosty, has capably developed 
this project over the years, and his partner Lion Tom Burke led and 
implemented a vigorous approach regarding deliveries to ensure that each 
voucher was placed in the correct hands. 
 
Access Programme in NUIG. 
This is a project that was initiated in recent years, whereby Galway Lions Club  
links with Dr. Mary Surlis, Senior Manager, with the Access Programme in 
NUIG. For the past 5 years we have given an  annual bursary of €5,000, 
which this year benefited 17 students. This programme provides opportunities 
for students who are generally under-represented at third level to progress to 
University. Access programmes are designed to provide a supportive 
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educational environment, which prepare students academically and 
personally for an undergraduate programme at third level. 
In line with our strategy in the club of getting close to and trying to understand 
fully the particular circumstances of the people we support financially, we 
invited one of the recipients to address our February meeting. Accordingly, we 
were introduced to Joan, not her real name for confidential reasons. She 
explained that: 

- she did her Leaving Certificate in 2015. 

- none of her family ever went to college. 

- having completed the access programme, she is now in second year 
studying Irish in NUIG. 

- she is from a rural town in County Galway, but under the Access 
Programme, her weekly bus fare was paid as she lived at home. 

- she developed a serious drink problem, which understandably undermined 
the level of trust in her family home. However she has sorted out her life 
and only drinks tea now! 

- she now rents in Galway and supplements the rent with a part time job. 
 
All the members were greatly impressed with her searing honesty and 
ambition to overcome her perceived challenges and disadvantages. Without 
this help from the Access Programme, people like Joan would sadly fail to get 
an education and a better life.  
We all agreed that this was indeed money well spent. Lion Gerard Hosty has 
managed this involvement from Galway Lions Club for past few years and 
deserves thunderous applause. 
Your Editor humbly apologises for apparently adding this bulletin  to the fan 
mail our Immediate Past President already receives, but let’s give credit 
where it is due! 
 
New Members. 
Following on from a request from some of the prospective new members, we 
distributed application forms at the February meeting. As explained, there is 
not an expectation to attend every meeting but if any of the new prospective 
members would like to join up, please complete the form. You would be most 
welcome! 
If you are interested in joining and have not got an application form, please 
text Padraig Bree on 086 2538576. 
 
 
 
Save the dates. 
1. Breakfast Morning on 15th March. 
2. Lions Members Golf Outing  on 23rd April. 
3. Golf Fundraiser in Galway Golf Club on 14th May 
4. Trabolgan Holiday Week 6/13 June 
 



 

March Meeting: 
 
Monday 9 March 2020. 
 
Venue: Ardilaun Hotel 
 
Directors: 7.00pm 
 
All Lions : 7.30pm 
 
 
Web site links: 

 

Galway Lions Club Website:  www.galwaylionsclub.ie 

 

Lions District 133 Ireland Website: www.lionsclubs.ie 

 

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org 

 

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at 

padraigbree@gmail.com  

 
President Mary MacLynn with carers prior to their departure for the carers 

weekend in Sligo. 
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