
The Galway Lion 

Members’ Bulletin November 2019. 

Editor: Padraig Bree 

Photographs: Tom Hogan 

Editorial: 

While there is a distinctly autumnal feel to the weather, the club has hit the ground 

running, thanks to some excellent planning earlier in the year, ably led by our then 

President, Gerard Hosty. 

Some of this planning was based on an extensive survey, which was competently 

summarised by Feargal Mc Andrew; yes of course you remember the Survey 

Monkey. 

One of our new initiatives was based on the sad reality that none of us were getting 

younger and hence we needed to expand our membership base. I am delighted to 

report that we are now in a position to give details of a new club in County Galway 

and some new members for our own club. Now you just have to read on!! 

New Club. 

The Oughterard Lions Club is up and running with 21 members and some projects 

already completed. This is an amazing achievement in an era where finding 

volunteers can be challenging. Some of our own members, Kevin Watters, Yvonne 

Thornton, Pat Connolly, Matt Molloy and Peter Murphy were involved in helping to 

establish this fledging club. 

This new club organised the launch of the Viking replica boat on 6th July, the Regatta 

on the Corrib on the 5th August, as well as the Colour Dash on 8th September, and 

the James Kelly Cycle on 15th September. 

As some of us know, the stated mission of the Lions Club International is; To 

empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet humanitarian needs, 

encourage peace and promote international understanding through Lion Clubs. 

In Oughterard, they are actualising the above mission statement. This new Lions 

Club can be considered as an umbrella organisation whose aim is to bring together 

the various smaller sub-groups and volunteers in the area. The weight of the 

International Lions Organisation would also be beneficial regarding insurance for 

events and for publicity. It is expected that the formal chartering of the Oughterard 

club will be held on 1st February 2020. 

Suicide Safe Talk. 

Our former District Governor, and Lion Supremo, Pat Connolly has for the past few 

years immersed himself in understanding and helping to find solutions to the twin 

issues of bullying and suicide prevention. Pat is a man of few words, but many 

actions. Accordingly, in tandem with personnel from HSE, he has organised a series 

of 3 hour seminars dealing with these twin issues, under the title Suicide Safe Talk. 

The first one was on Monday 21st October, the second is on 19th November and the 

third is on at a later date to be announced. As of now, the first two seminars are fully 

booked out, and a contributing factor to this is the fact that Lions club members did a 

leaflet distribution recently around Salthill. 



Radio Auction. 

Lion Geraldine Mannion is chairing this project this year. This is our largest fundraiser 

and a monster that requires auction items to make it a success. At a recent project 

meeting, it was suggested that to generate new items we should start thinking about 

the people we and our family, buy services from like Hairdressers, Shops, Garages, 

Professionals, Bakeries etc. 

Really, the trick is to think about the old adage, follow the money.......so where do you 

spend you few bob, and would the seller , give us an auction item, ideally with a 

minimum value of €100. 

This is worth thinking about, as there are some “low hanging fruit” around. 

Cash Collections 

Between excel sheets and getting hard fought slots in the various supermarkets 

around, it looks like we will shortly know where we will be rattling our buckets. Whilst 

many of us will be scheduled on our own, if we can get somebody to rattle the 

buckets with us, the haul tends to be larger. Perhaps some of our new prospective 

members would like to stand with us and find out a bit more about the club. 

Teddy Bear Project. 

If the Radio Auction and the Cash Collections don’t keep you busy, there is always 

the Teddy Bear project. The nights are getting colder; these are Irish Bears, not Polar 

Bears, so they need to be domesticated and placed in good homes soon. Would your 

local pub or shop take a bear? If so, text Lion Kevin Watters as he is keen to empty 

his warehouse. 

Michael Healy 1935-2019. 

One of our charter members, Michael Healy died recently after a long illness. Michael 

was instrumental in establishing Galway Lions Club at the suggestion of his brother 

who was then a member of Clonmel Lions Club. Galway Lions Club was chartered 

on 22nd March 1972 with the following members: 

Richard Bourke, John Butler, Bernard Campion, Terence Crosby, Terry Cunningham, 

James Egan, Dan Griffin, Brendan Guerin, Michael Healy, John Howlett, John 

McCann, Donal McCarthy, Sean McLoughlin, William McMahon, John Melia, Gerald 

Molloy, Bernard Murphy, Kieran Murphy, Enda O’Byrne, John O’Sullivan, Thomas 

Turner. 

Michael served as the second President of the Club in 1973-1974. Michael took a 

particular interest in projects such as the Big Push and in the twinning of Galway 

Lions Club with Lorient Lions Club. 

A native of Cork, Michael was a boy soprano and retained a life long interest in opera 

and classical music. He was also a keen sailor and traveled extensively. He also had 

a great sense of fun. 

He was made an Honorary Life Member of Galway Lions Club in 2014. We 

extend our sympathy to his wife Eileen, his sons Dan and Thomas, daughter 

Maeve and his extended family. 

May his gentle soul rest in peace. 



 

At the presentation of Honorary Life Membership to Michael Healy in 2014 were 

Charter Members and Past Presidents Dan Griffin (1974-1975), Gerry Molloy 

(19791980), Brendan Guerin (1978-1979) with then President Pat Dennigan. 

Information Evening 

As most of you know by now, we had our Information Evening for new members on 

Monday 14th October. It was a tremendous success with 36 people invited, many 

apologies and over 25 new potential members attending on the night. At this point in 

time, we have 6 new members confirmed for our next meeting on 11th November. 

As a separate attachment to this report, we have shown a summary of where we are 

regarding the invitees. When you get a chance, we would appreciate if you would 

kindly open this attachment, find your invitees and basically where you see the 

question mark symbol (?), please answer the question in relation to your invitee. 

Please then tell your humble Editor, by email pagarigbree@gmail.com . We really 

need to increase the number of potential new members coming to our November 

meeting. 

Lion Tom Hogan worked away on printing photographs of many of our projects and 

these added greatly to the image of the club, portrayed on the night. 

November Meeting: 

Monday 11th November 2019 

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel 



Directors: 7.00pm 

All Lions : 7.30pm 

Web site links: 

 Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie 

 Lions District 133 Ireland Website: www.lionsclubs.ie 

 Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org 

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at 

padraigbree@gmail.com  



INFORMATION EVENING, ORGANISER PADRAIG BREE 

 


