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Editorial
At the April meeting, we had a lot of good news, which cheered up the members, in
line with the brighter evenings and some lovely sunshine over Easter.

Breakfast Morning
First to report was Sean Mannion, that supreme doyen of Breakfast Mornings. He
advised that our numbers were up and we had great feedback from many of those in
attendance. The raffle was superb, with a large number of interesting prizes; your
humble editor even managed to get a bottle in the prizes. Overall a very slickly run
operation and a super opportunity to meet some old and indeed, new friends. It was
lovely to see so many members with their children and indeed grandchildren helping
with the ticket selling, raffle and other chores.

Connolly and Conway Cups.
The Organisers (Murphy Mc Dermott Unlimited ) of the above cups decided to switch
the venue for this year to Galway Golf Club; this was an inspired move and brought
the number of golfers from 11 previously to 23. Whilst the weather was tricky as Des
Conway and his Child of Prague, were nowhere to be seen, there was some great
enjoyable golf played with the winners being Lion Brendan Mc Dermott and Pauline
Bree respectively. Some of these winners enjoy super in house coaching, so these
winners are not really a big surprise!

Environmental Project.
Lions Noel Meehan and Jim Kent have been working extremely hard on a fantastic
project to put up plaques at certain landmarks around the city. This has been a
particularly challenging project and the lads have shown great resilience and
patience to ensure the project stays on course and becomes an actual reality; it
should compliment handsomely other initiatives for Galway city of Culture 2020. After
an excellent discussion on the pro and cons, it was decided to dispense with the
suggestion of seeking a commercial sponsor, to allay much of the cost involved.

Direct Provision.
Lion Frank Conlon has ploughed a determined and expert furrow in learning about,
understanding, and assessing the particular needs of the people in Direct Provision.
He is liaising with Galway City Partnership, to see if our club can support and
contribute to specific tasks identified. This is an exciting new service project and
Frank is to be congratulated in sticking tenaciously to the project in hand.
As an aside, he mentioned that Galway has one of the most culturally diverse
communities in the country with up to 18% of the population born outside Ireland.
There is a broad spectrum in this population ranging from those employed in
multinational companies to those living in direct provision; that is, awaiting the
outcome of their applications for recognition of refugee status and permission to stay
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in the country. In the latter category, Galway has 275 adults and 60 children. So we
are becoming quite a cosmopolitan city. In fact on a recent stroll down the length of
Forster Street, I failed to hear anyone speak English or even Irish.......and no fellas,
this was at 2pm, not 2 am!!

Michael Heaslip. R.I.P.
I know a vote of sympathy was passed at a recent meeting on the sad passing of
Michael Heaslip. Many of us who knew him could confirm his enthusiastic nature and
the extend he went to, to help many people who had a problem, small or large. We
again extend our sympathy to his family, friends, and in particular his sister Helen,
who is married to our own member, Lion Tony Royliston, and their families.
I was told a lovely story by a former winger who scored a try playing for Galweigans

on a tour abroad. While running back to his position after scoring, he was hugged by
Michael, who was the team manager on the sideline, and had tears of joy and pride
in his eyes. May his enthusiastic, lively soul rest in peace.

Message in a Bottle.
Lions Geraldine Mannion and Yvonne Thornton gave us a brief update on this project
and confirmed that over 800 bottles had been distributed. Contact was also made
with the three bridge clubs and Ambulance services. Now that is what one would call
direct marketing.

Monkey Survey.
Lion Feargal Mc Andrew is doing the club a major service by organising this survey
and collating the information. Half the members have responded. If you are in the
other half, please now respond. Your club needs to hear your views NOW.

Sympathy.
We express our sympathy to Past President Matt Molloy whose mother Peg died
over Easter. May her gentle soul rest in peace.

May Meeting:

Ardilaun Hotel, Monday 13th May 2019.

Directors: 7.00 p.m.

All Lions: 7.30 p.m.

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 133 Ireland Website: www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at

padraigbree@gmail.com



CONNOLLY & CONWAY CUPS. ORGANISERS PETER MURPHY & BRENDAN MCDERMOTT

Tina McDermott, Pauline Bree and guest

Peter Murphy, Senior and Junior, and guest

Pat Connolly and his guests

Matt Molloy, Jim Kelly and Frank Conlan

President Gerard Hosty and his guests

Sean Mannion and Brendan McDermott with their

guests.



PRESENTATION BY GMIT TO GALWAY LIONS CLUB

President Gerard Hosty receiving a cheque for €1,340 from the students of the culinary arts and

retail programme at the Galway International Hotel School, GMIT.


