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Charming Spring by Patricia L. Cisco.

Feathered creatures nest with care
in cherry blossoms pink and fair.

Perfumed scent of roses flow.
Indy blades of green grass grow.

Misty showers soak the earth,
glorious colours come to birth.

Gathering clouds come and go,
rain, sun and vibrant bow.

Dainty petals, fancy flair,
dancing in the warm, sweet air.

Violets, yellows, purest white,
graceful, gentle, welcomed sight.

Thank you, oh sweet lovely Spring,
patiently waiting the charms you bring.

The Great Debate

My friends, I thought there was a nice optimism and symmetry in the above verse
and that is exactly what our club needs as we go through some navel gazing. The
latter part of our February meeting attempted to address the issues raised in our
January meeting. Sometimes these processes on strategic thinking can follow a
route of “ Storming, norming and forming”. Some of us have a sense that we are
through the first element, working through the norming process, before we start the
forming process, which will hopefully lead to an action plan. Was it Aristotle who said
“Repeating the same things, and expecting different outcomes is a sign of madness!”

One interesting suggestion is that 3 areas in the city have been identified and will be
researched to see how our club can help. Furthermore it was felt that we need new
members with expertise in Media Knowledge and I.T. Sector.

As further evidence of our healthy commercial contacts in the city previously, two
members of the club were able to persuade their then employers ( commercial banks
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in Galway City ) to actually sponsor our golf outing to the extent of €3,000 annually.
This sponsorship alone brought in €30,000 over a 10 year period. Incidentally, only
for the sterling contribution and personal generosity from Lion Peter Murphy, this
project currently would be significantly less successful.

To stretch an analogy, the great Kilkenny hurler and the only hurler with 10 Senior All
Ireland medals, Henry Sheflin no longer hurls with Kilkenny but now manages his
club team , Ballyhale Shamrocks, most successfully. His energy level and
performance was hampered by his age and decreasing energy level. NOW there are
NEW names who have been recruited to hurl with Kilkenny.

Our Lions club is no different; we now need some young Henry/Henrietta Sheflin
types to keep us relevant to our community and active. Following extensive and lively
debate, it was decided to refer the situation back to the top table for their
consideration. We are now at a crossroads, and like our friends managing Brexit,
today’s decisions will shape our tomorrows.

Bathurst Lions Club

On a family holiday to Eastern Australia, Lion Geraldine Mannion did what some of
us think about and shirk doing. She was visiting her son, John, daughter in law Kim
and new baby Róisín, when she saw a sign for Bathurst Lions Club. Even though her
days were numbered in Australia, she looked up the Bathurst club, and attended their
meeting, and even brought home their quarterly bulletin, which was of particular
interest to yours truly.

This club is quite interesting in that they have dinner meetings (sometimes
barbecues) twice a month and also a club meeting once a month. Like ourselves,
recruitment is an issue and judging by the fact that there were 2 eulogies for
deceased members in this bulletin, I would reckon that the average age is a bit north
of our own!

Much of the bulletin goes into the ethics of the club in great detail and even carries
an advert looking for new members.

It was interesting to see the following Irish surnames in the list of members ( I am not
sure if any of these are descendants of exported Irish convicts!!); Morris,
Prendergast, Sweeney, Mulligan and Gleeson.

The club manages a farmers market and among other things, produce;
# small card, which opens out into an A4 size and explains who the club are and
what they do.
# flyer encouraging people to make a will.
# suicide prevention leaflet with the heading “Are you ok?”
# Youth of the Year project.

Save these dates;
1. Breakfast Morning on 24th March ( Each member to sell 6 tickets).
2. Lions Golf Outing in Galway Golf Club on 16th May.



Sympathy:

We extend our sympathy to Past District Governor, Lion Pat Connolly on the
death of his sister, Philomena O’Callaghan last week. May she rest in peace.

District Convention:

President Gerard Hosty led our delegation to the 50th District Convention in
Kinsale, Co. Cork. He was accompanied by VP1 Mary MacLynn, VP2 Brian
O’Keeffe, Secretary Kevin Watters, Treasurer Tom Hogan and Past
Presidents Geraldine Mannion and Yvonne Thornton. I am sure we will have a
report on the proceedings at the March meeting. See photographs in the
following pages.

March Meeting:

Ardilaun Hotel, Monday 11th March 2019.

Directors: 7.00 p.m.

All Lions: 7.30 p.m.

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 133 Ireland Website: www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at

padraigbree@gmail.com



Galway Lions at District 133 Convention, Kinsale Co. Cork

Team Galway Lions

Brian, Yvonne & Pres. Gerard



Galway Lions at District 133 Convention, Kinsale Co. Cork

Now, it is like this ! Brian and Kevin in deep
discussion

Brian Geraldine and Kevin at one of the
working sessions.

Gerard, Mary and Yvonne.


