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As some of you old rockers will remember the Rod Stewart lines ..”Every picture tells
a story“ and this Bulletin is full of excellent pictures, which do tell many stories of
what our members have been at over the weeks leading up to Christmas; this makes
the job for you humble Editor a lot easier. So do feast your eyes on the excellent
photos.

Radio Auction

By now you will know that we had our annual radio auction in Galway Bay FM on Fri
7th December with telephone bidding on the day and online bidding from Mon 3rd
December. It was a tremendous success and added almost €45,000 to our coffers,
which in turn meant that we could help a lot more needy people.

The popular event, which has been running for 30 years, is the Galway club’s biggest
fundraiser and since it started it has raised in excess of €800,000, which is collected
through the sale of auction items and cash donations to the auction. The items sold
are donated by the business community of Galway and the surrounding areas and
this year over 220 ‘lots’ went under the hammer. These included holiday vouchers,
jewellery, smart TVs, golf lessons, hotel vouchers etc. Galway Bay FM devoted four
hours of air-time on the day exclusively to the auction, in addition to hosting the
launch and promoting the event in advance.

The club is extremely grateful to Keith Finnegan, who hosted the event live and our
own Project Chairperson, Brian O Keefe, who led by example and co-ordinated a
willing band of enthusiastic helpers from the club members, friends and HP
Enterprise. Please see the first edition already circulated to see those pictures I
mentioned earlier.

Lion’s Spirit.

At our December meeting, we heard an excellent presentation from Lion Noel
Meehan, who gave a passionate account of his mercy mission of 2 weeks in
Ethiopia. Noel was one of 5 Opticians on the trip and they dealt with 3,000 patients
on their visit, and distributed 4,000 pairs of glasses. Noel also mentioned that the
money provided by the club, together with some personal donations, saved the lives
of children dying from malnutrition. What an impact a timely intervention can make.
Incidentally, he also mentioned that the refugees from Ethiopia who make it to Ireland
are the lucky ones, despite the view of some people regarding the conditions in direct
provision hostels in Ireland.
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Cash Collection.

I have just picked up on the grapevine that our Cash collections in the supermarkets,
prior to Christmas, brought in over €18,400, which is an amazing outcome, for
negligible financial cost, So hats off to Chairperson Lion Tom Joyce, who appears to
be on top of everything, apart from the Christmas Tree !!

January Meeting:

Ardilaun Hotel, Monday 14th January 2019.

Directors: 7.00 p.m.

All Lions: 7.30 p.m.

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 133 Ireland Website: www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at

padraigbree@gmail.com

President Gerard Hosty presents a prize to Peace Poster entrant Sioban

Molloy, who is accompanied by her mother and grandmother.


