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Editorial:

Following my first foray into journalism, I am delighted to report that
despite a couple of threats, litigation has not been initiated against your
Editor. As I attempt now to put a few words together, it reminds me of
the English essay you have to hand up to the teacher on a Friday morning
and despite having had 2 weeks of a lead-in time, you are still in a flap at
midnight on the previous Thursday!

Monthly Meeting.
Anyway, there was a good attendance at the September meeting and
while I know what impeachment is, I am not sure of the description when
a President in waiting decides he will wait a little longer and not go ahead
with the office. Hats off to President Ger who managed this situation
adroitly in his early weeks in office and I see it resulted in a “resounding
thunderous applause”, when VP 1 and a new popular VP2 , Brian O
Keefe, were announced. Great to see our line of succession is in such
strong capable hands.

Presentations
During the meeting President Ger (I can’t help speculating whether we
should be calling him Gerard like his favourite Aunt does, rather than the
abbreviation Ger, given that he does hold this high office; anyway we

will do what we are told�) made presentations as follows;

To Colm Feeney for lasting the pace in Lions Club for the past 25 years;
this man has to be the scourge of the corporate world in Galway, given
the unparalleled success Colm has had in extracting substantial donations
from businesses for the club on an annual basis. Furthermore what Sergio
Garcia is to the Ryder Cup, Colm is to the Teddy Bear project as he has
been top of the Sales Leaderboard for years. A great Sligo man.....right up
there with Mickey Kearns!
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To Liam Duggan on the happy birth of their 4th child, baby Jack. The
story goes he was tapping his right foot, like his flute playing Dad, as he
entered this great world. Congratulations to Fiona and Liam, and also to
Grandparents Anne and John.

To Mary McGlynn on her elevation to VP1. Incidentally she ably
completed one of her first formal duties at the Lions concert last week in
Leisureland.

To Tom Burke, one of the tireless stalwart breeds, whose wisdom and
compassion makes him a very effective Lion.

Direct Provision

Lion Frank Conlon has diligently and enthusiastically explored, engaged
and worked on understanding how the Lions Club could make a
difference with this section of our community. While talking is great and
necessary, he was instrumental in actually organising an event which
resulted in Ms. Annie Asgard from Claddagh National School reporting
on the recent visit to Dublin Zoo of 23 children from the Eglinton Hotel
Direct Provision Centre; they were accompanied by some Irish children.
Furthermore 11 children from the Centre attended swimming lessons in
Leisureland. Annie also presented to our President a cuddly toy lion as a
thanks for our help and support. Please see photos below.

Concert in Leisureland

As with many things in life, we need to be alive to possibilities and
opportunities. One such moment occurred when one of our members sold
his house and having met with the new owners discovered that the
purchasers were serious musicians. That happened 10 years ago and was
the prelude to Lion Brendan Mc Dermott inviting the Fahy family to play
a gig for the Lions Club. The rest is history and this event has
mushroomed into our annual Mega Concert in Leisureland, when on 26th
September over 550 guests enjoyed a free concert.
The concert started with the Fahy’s, who provided all the infrastructure
and brought 6 world champion dancers to the stage. This was followed by
our friendly buskers, who serenaded us at the Handover night on the
Corrib Princess. Then Carmel Dempsey rocked us with her band and even
persuaded the M C, Ollie Turner, to do a turn. Finally, the old reliables,
the Duggan family upped the ante with fantastic singing by Pat and



superb Irish Music. When that applause tapered off, Liam announced that
his Dad, our own Lion John Duggan, would sing Danny Boy.
The reaction was fantastic and your Editor spotted a few handkerchiefs
surreptitiously wipe away a tear or two...and that was just the lads. Then
in one natural sublime move, John introduced his family and having
surveyed the stage asked where the rest of them were?
What followed was an in house family debate on the correct number of
children John and Anne had. You could not buy this level of fun and
entertainment.

Think about it, Don McClean, Albert Hammond, The Unbelievables and
many other gigs have sold out Leisureland; now our own impresarios
under the guidance of Project Chairperson, Liam Duggan, with an
extremely hardworking committee ably supported by “ticket tracker “,
Michael Murray, created a memorable, foot stomping night, which
brought great fun to an enthusiastic crowd.
Ollie Turner was immense and during the very successful raffle, one of
the prizes was beautifully bound in wrapping paper. He shook the box
and asked the lucky octogenarian who won, if she wanted to accept this
prize, which contained either chocolates or tablets! He also suggested to
one of the bemused buskers that with a name like Jeremiah Jenkinson, he
could pass as a Quizmaster on BBC1. Incidentally his buddy James sang
an amazing version of Raglan Road, which brought the rafters down.

As a footnote, our treasurer tells me that the raffle brought in €2,760 and
resulted in a profit of €48.This level of ticket sales simply confirms that
the audience enjoyed one hell of a great night! Incidentally most of the
spot prizes once again were kindly sponsored by that affable, generous
Lion Peter Murphy who is a super supporter of the club.

Lions on Tour
As some of you will know Lion Kevin Waters breeds and rears donkeys,
yes the real ones! So while on holidays in Spain with his grandchildren,
he wandered up to the village of Mijas and took some photos of the
famous statue of the Andalusian Donkey, with an appropriate inscription
from the local Lions Club.......always a man with an eye for a photo.

October Meeting:

Date: Monday 8th October 2018

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel.



Time: Directors: 7.00 pm

All Lions: 7.30 pm

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 133 Ireland Website: www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at

padraigbree@gmail.com



September Meeting, Presentation of Cheque, Concert Night, Watters family
on tour

Annie Asgard, Claddagh National School

presents tokens of appreciation Tto President

Gerard Hosty with Frank Conlan, our liaison

officer.

President Gerard congratulates Liam Duggan

on the birth of Baby Jack.

25 Years a Lion, Col Feeney accepts his
chevron from President Gerard.

President Gerard Hosty congratulates Mary
MacLynn on her election as VP1.

President Gerard makes a special
presentation to Tom Burke.

President Gerard Hosty presents a cheque

€1,100 to Maureen Mannion of the

Alzheimers Society to fund some of their
community supports.



September Meeting, Presentation of Cheque, Concert Night, Watters family
on tour

VP1 Mary MacLynn ready to welcome our
guests at the concert in Leisureland.

Project Chair Liam Duggan doing the safety
announcements.

The Fahy’s performing on stage

The dancers in full flight.

Preparing for the raffle, Brian O’Keeffe, Enda
Colleran and Fergal McAndrew.

Carmel Dempsey and her band



September Meeting, Presentation of Cheque, Concert Night, Watters family
on tour

Taking a break, Michael Murray, Peter

Murphy, Brian O’Keeffe, Padraig Bree and
Brendan McDermott.

The Duggan’s performing.

A section of the attendance

Our Shop Street Buskers doing their piece.

The Duggan family

Liam Duggan does his solo



September Meeting, Presentation of Cheque, Concert Night, Watters family
on tour

John Duggan singing Danny Boy.

Kevin Watters and his grand daughter Emma
attend a Lions fundraiser in Spain

The Watters grand children with the
Andalusian donkey.


