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Editorial:

My, my, we thought it should be Spring, but March started with a stark reminder
about the power of nature. I trust you all stayed safe and warm for the duration. Now
that more normal weather has resumed, we can all cheer ourselves up by attending the
Galway Lions Club breakfast morning in the Salthill Hotel on Sunday next, 11 March
2018, commencing at 10.00 a.m. Tickets available at the door or from Sean Mannion
at 086 2622629.

Why what a pettish, petty thing I grow,-
A mere, mere woman, - a mere flaccid nerve,-
A kerchief left out all night in the rain,
Turned soft so,- overtasked and overstrained
And overlived in this close London life!
And yet I should be stronger.

Never burn
Your letters, poor Aurora! For they stare
With red seals from the table, saying each,
‘Here’s something that you know not.

Aurora Leigh, Third Book. Elizabeth Barrett Browning 1806-1861.

One of the casualties of the weather was the District 133 Convention due to be held
in Westport last weekend. It has been rescheduled to 27th to 29th April 2018 at Hotel
Westport.

My sincere thanks to Deputy Editor Frank Conlan who has penned the rest of
the bulletin.
.
Storm Emma disrupts an important campaign on Suicide Alertness Training.

Not even the Beast from the East or Storm Emma could divert Pat Connolly from the
SafeTALK Suicide Alertness training session he has planned, in partnership with the
HSE, for the Claddagh Hall on Monday next, 12th March. Pat planned a leaflet
distribution for Thursday but for safety reasons called off those willing to help out
when the country went on RED ALERT. As it turned out, Storm Emma didn’t have
the same impact in Galway city as people experienced elsewhere in the country. My
crocuses managed to keep their blooms above the snow. No snowdrifts in sight but

The Galway Lion

Members’ Bulletin March 2018



still dangerous enough for those who had to make their way to work or go about their
daily business

Pat reorganised the distribution for Monday when
things were almost back to normal, at least on this
side of the country.
The event goes ahead as originally planned. Places
are limited and pre-
booking is essential.

The venue is the CLADDAGH HALL
Date: MONDAY 12th March at 6.30pm (refreshments
from 5.30pm)
Places can be booked with Mary.OSullivan@hse.ie or by
phoning Pat Connolly 087 355 4400.
At the time of writing, the crocuses survived and are none the worse for the cold snap.

People in Direct Provision

We had an informative presentation at the February club meeting by Annie Asgard, a
special needs teacher in the Claddagh National School. She spoke about the particular
arrangements for those refugees and asylum-seekers in the Galway community. Some
of you may have seen the report in the Irish Times on Monday 19th of last month
which confirmed the scale of the problem across the country – over 5,000 men,
women and children. These are housed in 17 counties across the country with two in
Galway – the former Eglington Hotel in Salthill, for families, women and children,
and Western House, beside the railway station, for single men. The original plan when
this problem arose was that asylum cases could be decided within a timeframe of six
months, but the average has now reached 23 months. Some people are spending years
in the system before a decision is reached. During this time they are not allowed to
work and are given a weekly allowance of €21.60.

The report in the Irish Times described a project in Dublin, a pop-up restaurant hosted
by Christchurch Cathedral, started by an asylum-seeker from Malawi, Ellie
Kisyombe. It opens on three days of the week and offers cuisine from southern,
central and north Africa. Five people are employed giving an opportunity to prepare
food from their native lands. They are helped by 15 registered volunteers.

Annie Asgard advised caution in attempting to tackle the problems associated with the
direct provision system. One informal scheme operating at the moment engages with
the single men in Western House (Friends of Western House), somewhat similar to
the Lions Clubs visitation programme. However, this is unstructured and meetings
take place outside the house.

There was plenty of food for thought and I look forward to an on-going discussion
with Noel Meehan’s Innovation Committee, about how Galway Lions Club might
engage with a problem on our doorstep. There is a particular problem with the



children who grow up in direct provision and go to schools in Galway without any
certainty about how their future lives develop.

Jack B Yeats’ Epitaph

I have travelled all my life without a ticket: and, Therefore, I
was never to be seen when Inspectors came round because
then I was under the seats. It was rather dusty, but I used to
get the sun on the floor sometimes. When we are asked about
it all in the end, we who travel without tickets, we can say
with that vanity which takes the place of self-confidence: even
though we went without tickets we never were commuters.

March Meeting:

Date: Monday 12th March 2018

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel, Taylor’s Hill, Galway.

Time: Directors 7.00pm

All Lions 7.30pm

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 133 Ireland Website: www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at

torohogan@eircom.net



WALKING GROUP FIRST OUTING FEBRUARY 2018 - PROJECT CHAIR SEAMUS MANNION

Group assembles prior to setting out

En route

Pat Connolly and Tom Burke

The ladies, Rosemary Hogan, Yvonne Thornton, Mary

MacLynn, Joan Colleran and Mary Mannion.

Back row, John McGinley, Tom Burke, Seamus

Mannion, Tom Murphy. Seated Enda Colleran, Sean

Mannion and Tom Hogan.

Discovered during the walk, frog spawn in abundance.


