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Editorial:

Since the inauguration of President Donald Trump, his utterances have dominated the
news headlines with strongly differing views on what it means for the world order of
things. I found some consolation in the following:

Human reason is beautiful and invincible.
No bars, no barbed wire, no pulping of books,
No sentence of banishment can prevail against it.
It establishes the universal ideas in language,
And guides our hand so we write Truth and Justice
With capital letters, lies and oppression with small.
It puts what should be above things as they are,
Is an enemy of despair and a friend of hope.
It does not know Jew from Greek or slave from master,
Giving us the estate of the world to manage.
It saves austere and transparent phrases
From the filthy discord of tortured words.
It says that everything is new under the sun,
Opens the congealed fist of the past.
Beautiful and very young are Philo-Sophia
And poetry, her ally in the service of the good.
As late as yesterday Nature celebrated their birth,
The news was brought to the mountains by a unicorn and an echo.
Their friendship will be glorious, their time has no limit.
Their enemies have delivered themselves to destruction.

Incantation, Czeslaw Milosz, 1911-2004.

January Meeting:

Another busy meeting with 31 Lions in attendance. Tail twister Noel DeCourcey
interjected at the start of the meeting to conduct a Mexican Wave, and I am not sure
that he was over impressed with the results. What will he think of this month?

As usual for the month of January, there was a feel good factor at this meeting. The
coffers have been replenished and the various project chairs had happy tales to tell.
You will see the details in the minutes but some highlights follow.
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Radio Auction:

This is the Galway Lions Club’s biggest fundraising project of the year and this year
raised €44,000 – a tremendous result. Project Chairman Brian O’Keeffe and his
committee deserve enormous credit for the continuing technological development of
this project, now effectively an online auction, but facilitated by Galway Bay FM.

Cash Collections:

Our Christmas collections at supermarkets are going on since the early years of
Galway Lions Club. For the benefit of the newer members of the Club, this started as
a food collection at supermarkets, which was supplemented by food purchases.
Hampers were packed and delivered to families. Many of the longer serving Lions
have memories of carrying a hamper to the fourth floor of the now demolished
Rahoon flats, only to get no reply, and needing a revisit on a number of occasions.
The model was changed, with the distribution of vouchers rather than hampers.
Cash collections give us a very public presence on the streets with Project Chairman
Tom Joyce reporting that 50 members participated raising almost €19,000.

Santa Claus Visits:

Project Chair Yvonne Thornton reported that Santa Claus (Noel DeCourcey)
delivered 109 presents at Pope John Paul Centre and St. Joseph’s Special School at a
cost of €1,446. Anyone who has been in attendance at this project knows what it
worth. For those of you who have not, resolve to get there next Christmas.

Food Vouchers:

Project Joint Chair Tom Burke told us that 320 vouchers had been delivered, but
requested feed back from the Lions members on hardship cases identified to
determine if further support is required. Please contact Tom if you have anything to
report. Phone 086-2601760 or email burke2000@eircom.net .He will have a follow
up report at our February meeting.

Teddy Bears:

Project Chairman Sean Mannion will report at the February meeting, but in the
meantime he is trying to get the rest of the money in. If you placed a stuffed toy,
please follow up and collect the money. If per chance you have a bear or stuffed toy in
hibernation, Sean wants to know about this also. Please contact him at 086-2622629
or email seanjmannion@gmail.com .

Galway 2020:

To mark Galway 2020 European City of Culture, and Lions District Project “Making
Ireland a Better Place”, Innovation Committee Chairman Noel Meehan wants us to
have a brainstorming session at the February meeting. So gather your thoughts
together and contribute your ideas.



Forthcoming Event – Breakfast Morning:

We are having a Breakfast Morning social event on Sunday 12th March at the Salthill
Hotel. It will run from 10am to lunchtime, with a cost €10 per adult, €5 per child. The
organising committee (Kevin Watters, Chair, Tom Joyce, Liam Greally, Enda
Colleran, Liam Duggan, Gerard Hosty) are expecting an excellent turn out of
members, their families and friends.
A full Irish or continental Breakfast will be served, with complimentary newspapers.
Tickets will be available at the meeting on Monday night next, or from any member
of the committee.

Bear in mind, my little man:
Never let your verses scan.
And acceptance will be sparse
If by any chance, they parse.
But whatever else you do,
Let it not be said of you
That your poetry makes sense!....
That’s a criminal offence!

Lines to a Budding Poet, Margaret Fishback 1900-1985

February Meeting:

Date: Monday 13th February 2017.

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel,

Time: Directors 7.00pm

All Lions 7.30pm

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 105I Website (Ireland): www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at

torohogan@eircom.net




