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Editorial:

Loveliest of trees, the cherry now
Is hung with bloom along the bough,
And stands about the woodland ride
Wearing white for Eastertide.

Now, of my threescore years and ten,
Twenty will not come again,
And take from seventy springs a score,
It only leaves me fifty more.

And since to look at things in bloom
Fifty springs are little room,
About the woodland I will go
To see the cherry hung with snow.

Loveliest of Trees the Cherry Now. A.E. Housman 1859-1936.

March Meeting:

The March meeting was another long one with external speakers addressing us on two
topics. The first speaker was Past District Governor Terence Mangan from Ennis club
who addressed us on the horrors which have been affecting Syrian refugees. Our
District is supporting the initiative of the Norwegian Lions in building educational
facilities for fleeing Syrian children in neighbouring Lebanon. The target is to raise
$100,000 from the clubs in Ireland. His appeal was well received by the members.

The Innovation Committee has been looking at the NUIG Access Programme, and Dr.
Mary Surlis of NUIG and two of her students told us about the programme and what it
meant for them. NUIG is committed to developing and promoting initiatives which
seek to counter disadvantage. The Access programme is devised to advance the social,
economic, educational and cultural needs of people living in Border, Midlands and
Western region, and Co. Clare. The two young students told us how they had
unpleasant experiences at the time of their second level education, but that because of
availing of the Access programme, they are now both studying at NUIG.
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The project was praised by the members, and no doubt the Innovation Committee will
come forward with concrete suggestion on how we might support the Access
programme.

Stuffed Toys: Project Chairman Sean Mannion gave his final report on this excellent
project which raised €6,235. He is requesting that any remaining Teddys be returned
to him. Well done Sean and Committee on a great result.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Breakfast Morning: There has been much discussion at meetings over the past year
about a lack of support for Lions Club social outings. Project Chairman Kevin
Watters and his Breakfast Morning Committee showed how a social project can be a
success. He had an attendance of 160 at the breakfast in the Salthill Hotel. Well done
Kevin and Committee.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

As the March meeting went on for over two hours, I will leave you to read the rest of
the proceedings in the minutes. However, a few dates for your diary:

The Connolly / Conway Cups: Athenry Golf Club 28th April 2017.

Fund Raising Golf: Galway Golf Club, Thursday 18th May 2017. Morning and
afternoon slots available. Brendan McDermott has the timesheet 087 0931790.

Trabolgan Holiday: Friday 9th June to Friday 16th June 2017.

President Matt Molloy presents Immediate Past President Geraldine Mannion with the
Scrap Book and bound Bulletins for her year in office.



April Meeting:

Date: Monday 10th April 2017.

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel,

Time: Directors 7.00pm

All Lions 7.30pm

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 105I Website (Ireland): www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

Contributions or photographs (JPG) for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at

torohogan@eircom.net



Breakfast Morning – Project Chairman Kevin Watters.
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