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Editorial:

When to the sessions of sweet silent thought

I summon up remembrance of things past,

I sigh the lack of many a thing I sought,

And with old woes new wail my dear time's waste:

Then can I drown an eye, unus'd to flow,

For precious friends hid in death's dateless night,

And weep afresh love's long since cancell'd woe,

And moan th' expense of many a vanish'd sight;

Then can I grieve at grievances foregone,

And heavily from woe to woe tell o'er

The sad account of fore-bemoaned moan,

Which I new pay as if not paid before.

But if the while I think on thee, dear friend,

All losses are restor'd, and sorrows end.

Sonnet 30: When to the sessions of sweet silent thought
By William Shakespeare 1564 -1616.

Many years ago when I was in school, we learned passages of Shakespeare by rote, and
certainly I never appreciated his greatness. It was all about passing examinations. Reading the
above on the 400th anniversary of his death, I now understand his formidable reputation.

April Meeting:

Due to being away, I did not get to the April meeting, but recently retired banker, Brendan
McDermott jotted down a few notes so this is his take on the meeting.

V.P.2, Jim Kent had organised CPR training before the meeting. There was a great turn out
of about 20 people, including a few spouses. There was great fun practicing on the
dummies, some people taking to it better than others. Jim did a superb job in organising
the training through the Irish Heart Foundation. There was also a practical demonstration
on the do’s and dont’s of a defibrillator.

Well done Jim

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause
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At the meeting proper, the officers and directors nominated at the March meeting
were all elected. If our politicians attended our Lions Club meeting, they might learn a
thing or two about Government formation!!

Mary McLynn gave a most interesting presentation on a project she is involved in
which is being piloted by Galway Diocesan Youth Services. It is being run in
conjunction with Depaul Ireland and is focused on the provision of short term safe
emergency accommodation for young homeless people in a home environment within
the local community. It was received enthusiastically by the Lions Club members and
is something we may choose to support sometime in the future.

President Geraldine Mannion told a nice story about a Trabolgan regular, Des
Fitzpatrick who died recently. She quoted from a letter he wrote to her many years
ago that captured nicely what the project means to the beneficiaries. I knew Des quite
well as he was one of our service users when I worked in Ability West. He was a
native of Munster Avenue and had a learning difficulty. I know how difficult it would
have been for him to write a letter. However, Des was cute in other ways. He always
made sure that he was on our list for Trabolgan (and Mosney before that). He also
went on the annual Our Lady’s Boys Club holiday to Co. Mayo. He was a lifetime
member of O.L.B.C. Des also managed to get on the Irish Handicapped Pilgrimage
Trust annual trip to Lourdes. Not bad going!! Des had been in poor health for the last
year, but continued to smile and have fun. May his gentle soul rest in peace.

Presentations:

President Geraldine has had a busy month making presentations on our behalf to
Galway Hospice and Hand in Hand Foundation.

President Geraldine presents a cheque €5,000 to Michael Craig of Galway Hospice
accompanied by Michael Murray, Charter member and Past President Brendan
Guerin, Past President Tom Joyce, and Past President and Past District Governor Pat
Connolly. Brendan is also a volunteer fundraiser for Galway Hospice. Michael,
Brendan, Tom and Pat are all Melvin Jones Fellows.



President Geraldine presents a cheque €2,000 to Aine Kilgallon, Hand in Hand
Foundation, accompanied by Past President Tom Joyce.

Connolly and Conway Cups:

On a beautiful Friday afternoon, Project Chairman Pat Connolly oversaw the running
of the Connolly and Conway Cups at Athenry Golf Club. Seventeen people played
and everyone got a prize. The winners were Tina McDermott and Pat Walsh who was
a guest. The photographs that follow tell their own story.

Well done Pat.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

May Meeting:

Date: Monday 9th May 2016.

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel

Directors: 8.00 p.m.

All Lions: 8.30 p.m.



Connolly & Conway Cups – Project Chairman Pat Connolly

P.C. Pat Connolly presents his cup to
the winner Pat Walsh

Sean Mannion with his prize

Jim Kent happy with his prize

Michael Gleeson Junior with his prize



Connolly & Conway Cups – Project Chairman Pat Connolly

VP1 Matt Molloy with Sean Mannion

President Geraldine Mannion, VP1
Matt Molloy and Project Chairman Pat
Connolly with the prizes.

The proud winner Pat Walsh


