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Editorial:

If, dear reader, you are somewhat unimpressed by the media commentary about the
various negotiations and discussions about the formation of the next Government, may I
turn your attention to more interesting Galway Lions Club matters. The March meeting is
our nominations meeting, i.e. it is at this meeting that suggestions are put forward for the
leadership team for election in April to take office in July. Canvassing will definitely not
disqualify so get working!!

Self confidence is the first requisite to great undertakings.

Samuel Johnson 1709 – 1784.

February Meeting:

An unusual sight at our February meeting, not one, but two ladies at the top table. One was
our own President Geraldine Mannion, the other was our honoured guest, District
Governor Marion Conneely. Both are Connemara natives and went to the same school.
D.G. Marion has the distinction of being the first lady District Governor in 105I. Maybe
President Geraldine might have an eye to being the second?

President Geraldine commenced the meeting by making a presentation of a painting of a
Connemara scene to District Governor Marion to mark the occasion of her visit to Galway.
She also presented Immediate Past President Eimear McDonnell with her Past President’s
Pin, and new member Michael Gannon with his membership pack.

Project Chairman Matt Molloy gave a witty round up of the Radio Auction project which
raised almost €35,000. Planning has already commenced for next December’s auction
under the able Chairmanship of Brian O’Keefe.

Seamus Mannion’s excellent minutes will give you the details of all matters discussed at
our meeting but may I remind you of two upcoming events:

Trabolgan Holiday:

The Trabolgan Holiday for 2016 will be held from 10th to 17th June. Volunteers will be
needed as usual.

Connolly / Conway Cups:

This Golf Social Outing for Galway Lions Club members and friends will be held at
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Athenry Golf Club on Friday 22nd April at 2.30pm. All participants bring Green Fee and a
small prize. Weather conditions we are assured will be excellent, as usual.

How straight it flew, how long it flew,

It clear’d the rutty track

And soaring, disappeared from view

Beyond the bunker’s back –

A glorious, sailing, bounding drive

That made me glad I was alive.

And down the fairway, far along

It glowed a lonely white;

I played an iron sure and strong

And clipp’d it out of sight,

And spite of grassy banks between

I knew I’d find it on the green.

And so I did. It lay content

Two paces from the pin;

A steady putt and then it went

Oh, most surely in.

The very turf rejoiced to see

That quite unprecedented three.

Ah! Seaweed smells from sandy caves

And thyme and mist in whiffs,

In-coming tide, Atlantic waves

Slapping the sunny cliffs,

Lark song and sea sounds in the air

And splendour, splendour everywhere.

Seaside Golf, Sir John Betjeman, 1906 – 1984.



Congratulations Pat Connolly:

At the District Convention held in Antrim last weekend, Past District Governor Pat
Connolly was presented with an International President’s Certificate of Appreciation for
his phenomenal and enthusiastic involvement with Suicide Prevention / Anti Bullying
Project. We salute you Pat:

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Sympathy:

We extend our sympathy to Past President, Lion Tony Kavanagh on the recent death of his
mother, Pauline Kavanagh in Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford. May she rest in peace.

We also extend our sympathy to Rose Higgins and her family on the death of her husband
Brian Higgins, President of Galway Lions Club 1981-1982 who died in Galway last week.
May he rest in peace. See tribute on following pages.

March Meeting:

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel

Date: Monday 14th March 2016.

Time: Directors 8.00pm
All Lions: 8.30pm



Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 105I Website (Ireland) www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World) www.lionsclubs.org

Contributions or photographs for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at torohogan@eircom.net



Food Voucher Distribution and Delivery, Gerard Hosty and Tom Burke.
February 2016 meeting, Visit of District Governor Marion Conneely.

Ger Hosty and Tom Burke ready to
distribute the vouchers.

Eimear McDonnell collects her batch
of vouchers from Ger Hosty.

Jim Cahill and Tom Joyce waith for
their batches.

President Geraldine presents Eimear
McDonnell with her Past President Pin

Presentation of gift to District
Governor Marion Conneely.

D.G. Marion presents her banner to
President Geraldine.

President Geraldine presents new
member Michael Gannon with his
membership badge.



Brian Higgins 1938 – 2016.

Brian Higgins who died peacefully last week served as a member of Galway Lions Club
for over 20 years and was President in 1981-1982. A native of Cobh, Co. Cork, Brian
worked in the Insurance industry and moved to Galway in 1972 . He set up home with
his wife Rose in Clybaun Road, then very much in the country in comparison to today
when it is a busy city suburb. At his funeral Mass, his son Colm spoke of the enjoyment
Brian experienced from his Lions Club activities. His favourite projects included the
Childrens’ Toys and Food Hampers at Christmas and the timber cutting in Merlin Park.
In those earlier years of the Club, we cut timber in Merlin Park and delivered tractor
loads to the then St. Vincent De Paul yard in Merchant’s Road for storage and
distribution. Health and safety considerations would probably outlaw such a project
today.

Brian was a devoted family man and enthused about the activities of his children. He
loved the company of his grandchildren. He never lost his Cork roots and was a keen
Munster rugby supporter. He was also an excellent gardener and a fisherman who
enjoyed the Corrib.

Our sympathy is extended to his wife Rose, children Karen, Colm and Eimear, brother
Terry, sister Audrey, grandchildren, extended family and friends. May his gentle soul rest
in peace.

The chain saw expert with family members in Merlin Park.



Left to right standing: Eoin McDonagh, Michael Gleeson, A.N.Other, Walter Rafftery,
Jim McGuirk, Brian Higgins, A.N.Other, Geoff Brennan, Tom Naughton, Paul Hayes,
Killian Roddy, Peter Prenderville, Billy Rooney. In front: Peter Murphy, A.N.Other,
Andy Bradley.

Sing along, circa 1978, keyboards Michael McCloskey, at the rear Jack McGuirk, Gerry
Molloy, Brian Higgins, Ben Campion, Geoff Brennan, Colm Smith.




