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Editorial:

The first lily of June opens its red mouth.
All over the sand road where we walk
Multiflora rose climbs tress cascading
White or pink blossoms, simple, intense
The scene drifting like coloured mist.
The arrowhead is spreading its creamy
Clumps of flower and the blackberries
Are blooming in the thickets. Season of
Joy for the bee. The green will never
Again be so green, so purely and lushly
New, grass lifting its wheaty seedheads
Into the wind. Rich fresh wine
Of June, we stagger into you smeared
With pollen, overcome as the turtle
Laying her eggs in roadside sand.

More Than Enough, Marge Piercy, 1936 -

May Meeting:

We assembled at the Ardilaun Hotel on a balmy evening for our May meeting.

We had a guest speaker to open the meeting. Joe Kennelly is one of the founders of the Oranmore

and Maree Search and Rescue Service. It was founded on the St. Stephen’s Day, 2015, as a result of

one unfortunate drowning of a young man in Galway Bay. He was from Co. Clare and a large group

of his neighbours had joined local volunteers in a major search of the coastline. Joe was one of the

local volunteers and it occurred to him and some of his volunteer colleagues that the search lacked

co-ordination. After giving the matter some thought, they divided the coastline of Galway Bay into

zones, modelled on the Irish Lifeboats plan. They also managed to secure the use of the hall at

Calasanctius College, Oranmore. This was used as a base for volunteers to congregate, be divided

into teams, appoint team leaders, and after the search, meet up again for de briefing, have food and

refreshments etc.
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Since Christmas, they have searched for, and recovered six bodies from Galway Bay. They have

recruited 240 volunteer members for search parties. The majority of the drownings are as a result

of suicide, or the aftermath of alcohol or drug abuse.

In addition to the organisation of the search parties, the Oranmore and Maree Search and Rescue

Service provides practical support to the missing person’s family, including hospitality and pastoral

care.

His address was very well received by our members, and after his departure, the meeting approved

a donation of €2,000 to assist them.

Other Donations:

Maybe it was the balmy evening, but the Galway Lions Club was in a generous mood and after

Treasurer Kevin Watters outlined our financial position, President Geraldine Mannion read the

appeals for help that the Directors had considered and the following supports were approved:

The Carers Group: €300

Augustinian Organ Restoration: €1,000

Galway Alzhimers: €1,000

Enable Ireland , Galway: €3,000

Our Lady’s Boys Club holiday: €1,000

Hope Foundation: €250

Help for a specific family: €500

In total, eight projects were supported with almost €9,000. Well done all.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Trabolgan Holiday:

This takes place from 10th June with departure from Mervue Church Carpark at 1030 a.m. to 17th

June with arrival in the car park at 3.00 p.m. Project Chairman Jim Kent has all arrangements in

hand, accommodation booked and paid for and was looking for volunteers, firstly to collect our

guests for departure, for collecting them on their return to Galway, and finally he needs a team of 4

Lions for each of the nights in Trabolgan. He thanked his committee of Tom Joyce, Brian O’Keefe

and Yvonne Thornton.

Concert Night:

The Summer Concert with Mairin Fahy and members of Trad on the Prom will take place on

Wednesday 6th July at 8.00 p.m. at the Galway Bay Hotel. Project Chairman Liam Duggan had

tickets for distribution. If you were not at the meeting and need tickets, contact Liam at 086

8408747 or by email at williamduggan@hotmail.com.



Youth Soccer:

Tom Burke reported that Galway Lions Club represented by Salthill Devon under 13 team have

qualified for the semi final of the competition after a 3 nil defeat of Avenue United of Ennis in the

quarter final. As the other quarter finals are not yet completed, the draw for the semi final has not

taken place.

Golf Classic Fundraiser:

This project is scheduled to take place at Galway Golf Club on 26th May and Project Chairman Peter

Murphy reported that the time sheet is fully booked. All he now needs is favourable weather!! P.S.

– he got his good weather!

Alcohol Awareness:

Liam Greally reported that just two schools have completed the project this year, one in Tipperary

and Colaiste na Coiribe in Galway.



Handover Night:

Padraig Bree from the Social Committee announced that the Handover Ceremony from outgoing

President Geraldine Mannion to incoming President Matt Molloy will take place in the Salthill

Hotel on Friday 8th July at 7.30 for 8.00 p.m. Tickets €25, you may bring your own wine, no

corkage charge. Padraig appealed for support from members to thank President Geraldine for her

leadership for the past year, and to show support for incoming President Matt.

Connolly Conway Cups:

Pat Connolly told us of the tale of the “lost” golfers. Apparently, on the night before the Connolly

and Conway Cup competition in Athenry, Pat was assured that 24 golfers would participate.

However, between the time he made the draw on Friday morning and the start time, he lost 7

golfers!! A total of 17 people participated, 9 Lions Club members and 8 guests. Pat thanked all who

had participated.

Refugee Project:

We had a presentation from Brian O’Keefe and Pat Connolly on a proposed Centennial Celebration

Event, a Galway Lions Club Proposed Syrian Refugee Project. The item will be on the agenda for

the June meeting, and the Powerpoint Presentation has been circulated to all members. As the

project has significant implications for Galway Lions Club, a full attendance is requested for the

June meeting which will be held on the later date of 20 th June so as to avoid clashing with

Trabolgan.

President Geraldine Mannion and Sean Mannion at the presentation of certificates to the students

who participated in the Alcohol Awareness programme at Colaiste Na Coiribe.



President Geraldine sent me this for inclusion in the bulletin:

Reminder:

Next meeting: Monday 20th June, a week later than usual.

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel

Directors: 8.00 pm

All Lions: 8.30 pm


