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Editorial:

New Year’s Greetings to all Galway Lions Club members and their families. The last several
weeks have presented challenges in coping with a series of storms which have caused severe
hardship for many, so hopefully the storms have come to an end.

The day is cold and dark and dreary;
It rains, and the wind is never weary;
The vine still clings to the mouldering wall,
But at every gust the dead leaves fall,
And the day is dark and dreary.

My life is cold, and dark, and dreary;
It rains, and the wind is never weary;
My thoughts still cling to the mouldering past,
But the hopes of youth fall thick in the blast,
And the days are dark and dreary.

Be still, sad heart, and cease repining;
Behind the clouds is the sun still shining;
Thy fate is the common fate of all,
Into each life some rain must fall,
Some days must be dark and dreary.

The Rainy Day, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1807 – 1882.

So, on to more cheerful stuff!! The run in to Christmas was an extra busy time for Lions Club
activities with Supermarket Cash collections, the Radio Auction project in conjunction with
Galway Bay FM, and the Stuffed Toys Project. All of these projects provided funds for the
delivery of food vouchers to needy families, the visit of Santa Claus and his helpers with the
delivery of gifts to the Pope John Paul Centre and St. Joseph’s Special School. This range of
projects delivered in such a short time frame requires huge commitment from all in the club. In
addition, we managed to squeeze in a Christmas party for members and partners. We look
forward to detailed reports on all of the projects at the January meeting.

I am sure President Geraldine is delighted with all of your efforts, so congratulations all:

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
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December Meeting:

It seems such a long time ago now, so much water (literally) has gone under the
bridge in the interim. One of the stand out features is that the business was completed
in 40 minutes. Maybe it was that the plans were all made, people knew what was
expected of them, and energies were conserved!! You will read the regular stuff in
the minutes, but a few highlights follow.

Peace Poster Competition:

This is a low profile but important competition, run by many clubs in primary schools
in their area. The project was run by Lion Brian O’Keefe and once more, Tom Kenny
of the Kenny Art Gallery was the judge. Tom is a former member of our Club and
served as President and also as one of my illustrious predecessors as Bulletin Editor.
Anyway, the winner was Konrad Nadstawek, a pupil at Scoil Catriona, Renmore and
a native of Latvia. As last year’s winner, Lucja Bak, a pupil of Scoil Ide, Salthill is a
native of Poland, it indicates that our society is becoming more international.
Congratulations to our worth winner, Konrad and to Project Chair Brian.

President Geraldine Mannion with Peace Poster Winner Konrad Nadstawek and
Marie Moriarty, Deputy Principal, Scoil Catriona, Renmore.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Special Convention:

A special convention was held in Dublin at the beginning of December and approved
a resolution that the over 100 clubs in Ireland be redistricted, i.e. separated from
MD105, Britain and Ireland. This is primarily an administrative arrangement but the
benefits of the resolution will be a saving in our administrative costs which are
covered by members’ subscriptions. It will have no impact on how we operate on a
day to day basis as a club.



.

Congratulations Noel Meehan:

President Geraldine extended a special welcome to Past
President Noel Meehan recently after returning from leave of
absence. Some of us thought it may have been due to work
pressures associated with the new Specsavers at Galway
Shopping Centre and Noel himself was typically coy about it.
Your editor has learned (courtesy of the Belfast Telegraph
newspaper) that last month Noel was conferred with a Master of
Science in Clinical Vision Science (with distinction) by Ulster
University, Coleraine. Well done Noel.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Report from Deputy Editor Frank Conlan:
Storm Desmond and the Supermarket Collections!
If you recall, it was a stormy day, Saturday 5th December. I set out for my mid-day
slot at Dunnes in Westside all prepared for the wind and rain. Little did I know what
was ahead. Teresa Morgan was on duty before me, but when I got to Dunnes, I
discovered that the door was closed!! At 12.00 noon on
Saturday! An unfortunate customer had fallen at the
entrance and lay on the ground unable to get up. Teresa
had things under control – she had called for an
ambulance and the Dunnes’ staff were taking care of
the customer in the meantime. The incident meant that
the main entrance was closed until the ambulance
arrived.
Dunnes opened another door so that business as usual
could proceed – although it was tricky enough for able-
bodied persons negotiating the gust from Storm
Desmond, not to mention the torrential rain. Two phone
calls later from Teresa – she stayed on duty to look
after the case – and the news was not good. All the
ambulances in Galway were on the road out of town
and one would have to be sent from Loughrea!! The
unfortunate customer had to wait another hour before she was finally whisked off to
the University Hospital for examination and care.
By the time Richard Hughes came to relieve me, all had returned to normal – except
that Storm Desmond had lost no power and the rain was still bucketing down.
Well done Teresa !
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
FC



Sympathy:

We extend our sympathy to Past President Noel Meehan and his wife Susanne on the
death of Susanne’s sister Marian O’Leary (Hynds), Ring, Co. Waterford during
Christmas Week.

We also extend our sympathy to Past President Frank Kinneen on the death of his
brother Richard, Salthill, this week.

We also extend our sympathy to the family of Charter Member Terry Cunningham
whose death was announced today. Terry was a member of the club for a number of
years after its foundation. He was also Chairman of Galway Race Committee.

May they rest in peace.

January Meeting:

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel

Date: Monday 11th January 2016.

Time: Directors 8.00pm
All Lions: 8.30pm

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 105I Website (Ireland) www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World) www.lionsclubs.org

Contributions or photographs for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at
torohogan@eircom.net



Supermarket Cash Collections, Project Chair Tom Murphy

Eamon Howley

Matt Molloy

Michael Murray

President Geraldine

Lauren Kelly volunteer,
Pat Connolly & Tom
Joyce

Project Chair Tom
Murphy

Pat Dennigan and two
volunteers

Yvonne Thornton and her
daughters

Tony Kavanagh

Noel Meehan

Ronan O’Connor
(volunteer)

Dermot O’Connell and
daughter Serena

Fergal McAndrew



Supermarket Cash Collections, Project Chair Tom Murphy and
Auction Launch, Project Chair Matt Molloy

Richard Hughes

Jim Kent

At the auction launch at Galway Bay FM
were Dunnes Stores Manager Finbarr,
President Geraldine, Toyota Car Sponsor
Tony Burke, Mayor Frank Fahy and
Project Chairman Matt Molloy.

Seamus Staed, Tony Kavanagh, Brendan
McDermott and Colm Feeney.



Radio Auction with Galway Bay FM, Project Chair Matt Molloy

Presenter Keith Finnegan interviews
President Geraldine.

Keith Finnegan with his Production
Assistant, his daughter Katie

John McGinley surveys the scene

Auctioneers Tony Kavanagh and Seamus
Staed with Jim Cahill, Matt Molloy, Keith
Finnegan of Galway Bay FM and President
Geraldine Mannion at the conclusion of the
auction.

Saturday morning “Tidy up and get the
money in” team, President Geraldine, Tony
Royliston and Yvonne Thornton, with the
back row team Sean Mannion, Jim Cahill
and Tom Joyce.


