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Editorial:

It was nice to see so many of the Lions Club members at the recent first anniversary
Mass for the late Michael Gleeson. Many thanks to Lion Tom Burke for letting us
know the arrangements.

Kind hearts are the gardens,
Kind thoughts are the roots,
Kind words are the flowers,
Kind deeds are the fruits.

Take care of your garden,
And keep out the weeds,
Fill it with sunshine,
Kind words and kind deeds.

Henry W. Longfellow, 1807 – 1882.

April Meeting:

The Pride of Lions in the reception area of the Ardilaun Hotel got the nod to come to
the meeting at 8.30 sharp – something of a record in recent times. The minutes of the
March meeting ran to 9 typed pages, but they were questioned and added to !! The
trials and tribulations of the Secretary – I know what it feels like Matt – I have done it
at Club and District level. Glad you are moving up the ranks to the VP1 position.

We had elections with a difference. All nominees were approved unanimously as the
number of nominations did not exceed the vacancies. Anyway by my reckoning (but
check the minutes) the officers for next year are as follows:
President: Geraldine Mannion
VP1: Matt Molloy
VP2: Deferred to May meeting, but now confirmed as Jim Kent
Secretary: Seamus Mannion
Treasurer: Kevin Watters
Lion Tamer: Noel DeCourcey
Tail Twister: Yvonne Thornton
IPP: Eimear McDonnell



Directors: Peter Murphy
Tom Burke
Ger Hosty
Tom Murphy

Congratulation to the new team.

Trabolgan Funding:

Project Chair Colm Feeney told us that 12 commitments have been received to date to
sponsor one place for each of the next three years for the Trabolgan holiday at a cost
of €390 per year. Colm has a target of 40 places, so he urged members to get working
on it and follow up their contacts. He proposes to close off the project at the May
meeting.

Safe Talk Programme:

Tony Kavanagh reported that this has been rescheduled at the Ardilaun Hotel on 21st

May. Ten people have registered to date but he has 30 places. Places may be booked
with Tony at 086 8108335.

Trabolgan Holiday:

This will take place from Friday 5th June to Friday 12th June 2015. Project Chair
Yvonne Thornton has places for guests, and she also needs Lions Volunteers. If you
can help, even for one or two nights, contact Yvonne 087 6478011.

Message in a Bottle:

Geraldine Mannion has this project well in hand. She was contacted by the Carers
Association who became aware of the project from our Web Site. Geraldine has made
an arrangement to talk to them at their next meeting.

Golf Classic:

This fundraiser is being held in Galway Golf Club on 21st May under the able
Chairmanship of Peter Murphy, who is also the major sponsor. Teams of 4 are €200
and may be booked with Peter at 087 6376576 or John McGinley at 087 2885585.

Alcohol Awareness:

Project Chair Jim Kent hopes to have a reception and presentation for 100 peer
educators at the Radisson Hotel on a date to be confirmed..

Concert Night:

Liam Duggan has tentatively arranged that this project take place in the Galway Bay
Hotel on Wednesday 3rd June 2015. Arrangement will be confirmed and tickets will
be available at the May meeting.



May Meeting

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel

Date: Monday 11th May 2015.

Time: Directors 8.00 pm

All Lions: 8.30 pm

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 105I Website (Ireland): www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org



Belgian Visitors: Lions Club Comines Europe from Belgian District 112D

A group of 14 Lions and their partners came to Galway on Thursday 30
th

April. There

was some confusion, in spite of emails to try arranging a suitable rendezvous with their

schedule. Apologies are due to any members of the club who may have turned up in

Garvey’s pub, where it seemed the visitors had made a reservation for dinner. In fact

the “Corner Pub” they had chosen was the Brasserie in Eglington Street!

Congratulations are due to Lion Pat Connolly for his detective work in finding them.

The city of Comines is on the Belgian border with France. Within Belgium it is near the

border of Flanders. So it lies on a linguistic and a national border. The club has 28

members and they prepared very thoroughly for their visit to Ireland. A party of 4

visited Galway last November to choose their route and stopping points, including

places to eat. They were particularly interested to visit Kylemore Abbey because of the long association of

Kylemore with the Benedictine nuns from Ypres (near Comines) who were evacuated to England when their

abbey was destroyed in the First World War. Apparently, a number of Irish nuns were among those evacuees

and they form part of the community establishing Kylemore in the 1920s as an international boarding school.

The visitors were interested in the projects we undertake and told us about

their own activities: working with the disabled, youth projects and a scheme

to provide schoolchildren with reflective high-vis jackets for walking or

cycling to school – complete with Lions logo.

As a fund-raiser they are developing an interesting project. Belgium is

renowned for the variety of its beers. So the Comines club has

commissioned a local microbrewery to produce a special beer which has

now been tested and approved by the club members! They produced only

400 litres as a trial run last year. They now propose as a next step to

produce 1,000 litres, bottled and labelled as Comines Lions Club Beer to

raise funds for their projects.

Banners were exchanged

in the traditional manner

The club was represented by President Damien Pottier,

Past-President Didier Soette and VP Eric Priem.

Lion Ignage Van Den Broueque acted as interpreter.

Their planned itinerary was to visit Kylemore Abbey; Limerick

via the Wild Atlantic Way and then returning to Dublin for

their return flight to Belgium.

We wished them a pleasant tour and Bon Voyage! We may

see them again. They, in turn, invited us to a return visit to

their city in Belgium.

Frank Conlan

VP Eric Priem; President: Damien Pottier and past
DG Pat Connolly

Lion Fank Conlan, VP Eric Priem Past-
President Didier Soette and
President Damien Pottier



SPECIAL OLYMPICS COLLECTION
PROJECT CHAIR – NOEL DECOURCEY

Project Chair Noel DeCourcey and Des
Conway.

Michael O’Regan in action at
CorbettCourt

Teresa Morgan at the Eyre Square
Centre.

Well known veteran collector Brendan
Coffey at Eyre Square.

Members Golf Outing Athenry
Project Chair Pat Connolly

Padraig Bree receives his prize from
Senator Lorraine Higgins with Pat
Connolly checking the scores.

Club house attendance.


