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Editorial:

Out of the bosom of the Air,
Out of the cloud-folds of her garments shaken,
Over the woodlands brown and bare,
Over the harvest-fields forsaken,
Silent, and soft, and slow
Descends the snow.

Snow flakes (excerpt) Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 1807 – 1882.

In last month’s bulletin, I commented on the then cold weather and hoped it was
winter’s way of saying goodbye, and now on the 3rd day of March, we have
experienced snow on two of them. The goodbye has been slightly delayed!!

February Meeting:

A smaller attendance than usual at the February meeting, with various members away
in far flung places, like Australia and U.S.A. to name just two! President Eimear got
the meeting underway (almost on time), and this backbencher was looking forward to
a quick meeting with a number of projects wrapped up, but the best laid plans…
Treasurer Kevin Watters reported on our financial position with our charity accounts
totalling €44,000 after the Christmas bills were paid, and then dashed all of our hopes
by saying “It is all accounted for and we can spend nothing!” I know Kevin worked in
a certain financial institution, but methinks the prudence he clearly has shown did not
work up the line!!
Anyway, we have a very safe pair of hands with the cheque book, and Kevin’s policy
on prudent reserves might stand to us all.

Public Relations:

Project Chair Seamus Mannion reported on the meeting of his committee to consider
the suggestions from the pre Christmas seminar that he attended. Some suggestions
which are being followed up:

Contact Parish secretaries in our catchment area for inclusion of various items in their
news bulletins;

Send copy of any press releases to Lions Club President so that there is an appropriate
reply to any follow up query;



Invite editors to our events, even if they do not come;

Try to make photographs more interesting – better chance of publishing;

New window/ car sticker – I am supporting Galway Lions Club;

Consider joining Galway Chamber.

These last two recommendations are being considered by the Directors.

Great work and practical recommendations from Seamus and his committee. Well
done all.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause

Stuffed Toys:

Sean Mannion, project chair, gave an interim report, €6,000 lodged to date, more
funds received at this meeting and he hopes to have a final report for the March
meeting. He also requested the return of any unused stuffed toys so that he can have
an opening stock for this year’s project.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause

Food Vouchers and Deliveries:

Ger Hosty gave an outline of the preparatory work for this project. Requests go to
Social Workers and Voluntary Organisations in October. Nearly 900 names were
submitted from the various sources. These were checked and counter checked for
errors, and duplications. We also liaise with St Vincent De Paul and further refine the
lists. We also liaise with Corrib Lions Club who take care of some of the recipients on
the eastern side of the city. Some of our deliveries are to where there are significant
numbers of residents, e.g. the hostels run by Cope. Ultimately there were 378 families
or individuals for whom hand delivery was considered appropriate.

Tom Burke reported on the distribution aspect of the project. 20 Teams of Lions and
their family members were involved in the distribution of the vouchers which
commenced in mid December. In many cases, several attempts were made to deliver
vouchers before a successful delivery was made. 48 vouchers were returned. These
were returned due to wrong address, the person had moved on, or the intended
recipient was in long term care. In previous years, many of those vouchers would
have been lost. The hand delivery system means that there is very little wastage, as
returned vouchers are recycled and delivered to worthy recipients.

Ger Hosty emphasised the importance of having available funds well in advance of
Christmas so that the first batch of vouchers could be purchased before our major
Christmas projects start generating funds. Without this buffer, the vouchers would
need to be posted rather than hand delivered. So maybe Kevin Watters financial
policy is the right one.



Ger and Tom and their teams have made this project into an excellent one, with
obvious tangible benefits to our community

Fantastic work everyone:

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Carers Weekend and also Trabolgan Holiday:

Project Chair Yvonne Thornton confirmed that four carers would be attending the
weekend which is being held in Sligo from Friday 27 February to Sunday 1 March.

The Galway contingent would be sharing transport with a group from Gort Lions
Club.

Yvonne also confirmed that we had booked our places for Trabolgan which is being
held this year from 5th June to 12th June. She appealed for volunteers to accompany
our guests, so if you were not at the meeting, check your diary and check yourself in
for a few days. She also complimented the various Galway Lions who encouraged
other clubs to give commitments to send guests to Trabolgan so that the project is
viable.

Suicide Awareness:

Tony Kavangh has tentatively arranged to run a “Safe Talk Course for up to 30
participants on 19th March at 5pm. There will be no cost to course participants. Tony
is seeking participants for the course and suggested bar staff, night club staff etc. If
you know of anyone who might benefit from such a course, contact Tony at 086
8108355.

Recycle your used Laptop/ Desktop/ IMac:

Padraig Bree appealed to us for old computers Lions might have at home or work
which are no longer in use. Padraig wants to recycle such items and provide them to
Camara, a Dublin based charity. Camara (www.camara.org) removes all confidential
information from the computers and then ships them to third world locations where
they are used for educational purposes. If you have such equipment give Padraig a
ring at 086 2538576. Padraig will ensure delivery to Camara’s Dublin depot.

Finance (Again):

Just when I thought the meeting was about to conclude, Charter Member, Melvin
Jones Fellow, and Wise Man of the Club, Past President Dan Griffin shared some
thoughts with us on increasing the level of income from our Christmas Projects. He
said that there were very few items of high value in our radio auction and the
Incoming Committee should investigate how such items might be secured. He had a
number of specific suggestions which you can read in the minutes.

Well, after that, the floodgates opened, with contributions from Padraig Bree
(branding projects), Colm Feeney (3 fundraisers in one month, what about the other



11 months), Brendan McDermott (Project in May or June when transient tourist
population is in Galway), Yvonne Thornton (getting a major sponsor for an existing
project) and many more! You will see the details in the minutes. My role is to give
you the flavour, not the facts!

Eventually, after a half an hour debate, President Eimear agreed to establish a
committee to brain storm new projects and to report back to the March meeting. I am
looking forward to that report.

They just can't seem to . . . They should try harder to . . . They ought to be more . . .
We all wish they weren't so . . . They never . . . They always . . . Sometimes they . . .
Once in a while they . . . However it is obvious that they . . . Their overall tendency
has been . . . The consequences of which have been . . . They don't appear to
understand that . . . If only they would make an effort to . . . But we know how difficult
it is for them to . . . Many of them remain unaware of . . . Some who should know
better simply refuse to . . . Of course, their perspective has been limited by . . . On the
other hand, they obviously feel entitled to . . . Certainly we can't forget that they . . .
Nor can it be denied that they . . . We know that this has had an enormous impact on
their . . . Nevertheless their behavior strikes us as . . . Our interactions unfortunately
have been . . .

Elliptical, Harryette Mullen, 1957 –

Important Dates for your Diary:

Connolly / Conway Cups: Members/ Partners Golf Competition, Athenry Golf
Club, Friday 17th April 2015, tee reserved 2pm to 3pm.

Special Olympics Collection: Friday 24th April 2015.

Trabolgan Holiday: Friday 5th June 2015 to Friday 12th June 2015.

March Meeting

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel

Date: Monday 9th March 2015.

Time: Directors 8.00 pm

All Lions: 8.30 pm

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie Lions District 105I Website
(Ireland): www.lionsclubs.ie Lions International Website (World):
www.lionsclubs.org



PRESENTATIONS AT FEBRUARY 2015 MEETING

President Eimear McDonnell makes a presentation to Melvin Jones Fellow Tom
Burke for introducing new members to the Galway Lions Club.

President Eimear McDonnell presents 30 year membership chevron to Past President
Peter Flanagan.


