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Editorial:

I know its February and for some, they say it is the beginning of Spring, but it does
not feel like Spring. The coldest weather of the winter season visited this week, but
maybe it is winter’s way of saying goodbye!

A little heat in the iron radiator,
The dog breathing at the foot of the bed,
And the windows shut tight,
Encrusted with hexagons of frost.
I can barely hear the geese
Complaining in the vast sky,
Flying over the living and the dead,
Schools and prisons, and the whitened fields.

Winter, Billy Collins 1941 –

January Meeting:

As usual, the January meeting had a celebratory feel to it, with President Eimear
enthusiastically thanking all of the Lions and their extended families for the huge
commitment put into the various pre Christmas projects. She extended a warm
welcome to Past President Noel Meehan, back after his leave of absence, and also to
Martina McGranaghan, attending as a guest of Yvonne Thornton.

Kevin Watters gave a summary report on our financial position (healthy, in my
opinion) but explained that all of the money on the Christmas projects is not yet
accounted for and he will report in a comprehensive fashion at the February meeting.

Radio Auction:

Project Chair Tom Murphy reported on a successful project that raised €29,000 -
similar to the previous year. 72% of bids were received online. There were 195 items
for auction over three hours of airtime. This is a huge project and Tom complimented
his committee, all Lions, their families, presenters and supporters for making the
auction a success. President Eimear thanked Tom and his committee on a job well
done with:

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.



Supermarket Collections:

In the absence of Project Chair Alan Murphy, Kevin Watters deputised. Over €16,000
has been collected. Kevin thanked all who helped out over the four weekends.
President Eimear complimented all who had filled the rotas for the collections and
thanked Alan and his committee for their work.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Public Relations:

Project Chair Seamus Mannion informed us that we got extensive positive coverage
from all of the local media over the Christmas period. He also attended a PR Seminar
in December and will be convening a meeting of his committee to consider how we
might implement some of the seminar ideas. President Yvonne praised Seamus on his
work, not only on the press releases, but also on the website and on social media. She
also complimented Seamus on the fact sheet prepared for inclusion with all of the
vouchers distributed over the Christmas period.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause

Stuffed Toys:

Sean Mannion, project chair, thanked all who had given him money for the project
and urged those who still had “bears at large” to recover them by the February
meeting. He also wishes to gather any bears that may have been in hibernation in
various attics and plans to store them in his own attic as opening stock for next year.
Sean, you have this project down to a fine art:

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause

Santa Claus:

In the absence of Project Chair Teresa Morgan, Santa Claus himself (a.k.a. Noel
DeCourcey) reported on the visits to the Pope John Paul Centre and to St. Joseph’s
Special School. He said he had a wonderful time, and President Eimear endorsed this.
She asked that any Lion who has yet to experience this project try and attend next
year. See photographs later in this edition.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

As from the house your mother sees
You playing round the garden trees,
So you may see, if you will look
Through the windows of this book,
Another child, far, far away,
And in another garden, play.
But do not think you can at all,
By knocking on the window, call



That child to hear you. He intent
Is all on his play-business bent.
He does not hear; he will not look,
Nor yet be lured out of this book.
For, long ago, the truth to say,
He has grown up and gone away,
And it is but a child of air
That lingers in the garden there

To Any Reader, Robert Louis Stevenson 1850 – 1894.

Food Vouchers:

In the absence of Ger Hosty, Tom Burke gave a preliminary report. Almost 500
vouchers were hand delivered by teams of Lions to recipients in the Galway City area
in the week before Christmas. Many Lions had reported back to him on how fulfilling
the hand delivery system was. Tom also said that a small number of difficult cases
had come to our attention because of the hand delivery system. President Eimear
complimented the committee and all who delivered the vouchers. It was suggested
that a contact phone number of the recipient might be included on the envelope to
facilitate delivery, particularly in call back situations.

Well done everyone:

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Carers Weekend:

Project Chair Yvonne Thornton has booked four places for this weekend which is
being held in Sligo from Friday 27 February to Sunday 1 March. Anyone with
knowledge of a carer who would benefit from a break, please contact Yvonne.

Alcohol Awareness:

Project Chair Jim Kent indicated that contact was made with 14 schools, one declined,
one school in Roscommon has completed the programme, two schools are half way
through the programme, 5 more schools are likely to join the programme and three
schools are considered possible to join the programme. It is intended to have a
certification ceremony in Galway on Tuesday 7th May, hosted by the Mayor of
Galway, subject to agreement with his office.

Suicide Awareness:

Tony Kavangh is hoping to agree another Asist Suicide awareness course with HSE.
In the meantime, he is aiming to run a “Safe Talk Course for up to 30 participants in
mid to late March. You will have received an email from Tony outlining the detail.
The course will be 3-4 hours in duration and will be run on a weekday evening after
5pm. There will be no cost to course participants. If you know of anyone who might
benefit from such a course, contact Tony at 086 8108355.



Recycle your used Laptop/ Desktop/ IMac:

Padraig Bree circulated an email last week appealing for old computers which may be
lurking way in the corner but no longer used because you have a newer model.
Padraig wants to recycle such items and provide them to Camara, a Dublin based
charity. Camara removes all confidential information from the computers and then
ships them to third world locations where they are used for educational purposes. If
you have equipment that fits the bill, bring it to the meeting on Monday night and
Padraig will take it from there.

Other items for your info:

Intel are not sponsoring the Ideation programme this year but it may still go ahead.
Corrib Lions club are leading this project in Galway.

Dan Griffin’s address at the remembrance service is to be circulated.

Tom Joyce has volunteered that we will decorate another house at Kilcornan Centre,
Clarenbridge after Easter.

Noel Meehan was thanked for securing €1,000 anonymous donation and Yvonne
Thornton was thanked for €1,000 donation from Salthill Parish.

Did you know?

John McGinley is President of Galway Golf Club this year. No doubt he will do an
excellent job, and his diplomatic skills will be an asset.

Charter member and honorary life member Gerry Molloy celebrated a significant
birthday recently.

Sympathy:

We extend our sympathy to Lion Tom Murphy on the recent death of his mother,
Catherine (Dolly) Murphy, Renmore.

We also extend our sympathy to Melvin Jones Fellow, Lion Michael Murray on the
death of his brother J.P. (James Patrick) Murray, Kilconnell and Aughrim, Co.
Galway.

We also extend our sympathy to Charter Member, Honorary Life Member, Melvin
Jones Fellow, Lion Brendan Guerin, on the death of his sister, Phyllis Campbell,
Howth, Co. Dublin.

May they rest in peace.



February Meeting

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel

Date: Monday 9th February 2015.

Time: Directors 8.00 pm

All Lions: 8.30 pm

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 105I Website (Ireland): www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org



Santa Claus at Pope John Paul Centre and St Joseph’s Special School
Project Chair: Teresa Morgan

Santa Claus (a.k.a. Noel DeCourcey)
with his helpers Des Coneay, John
McGinley, John Duggan & Gerard
Hosty at Pope John Paul Centre.

Different mode of transport this year!

President Eimear assisting Santa in
distributing gifts at Pope John Paul
Centre.

Where do we go next?.

Santa has something special for me!



Santa Claus at Pope John Paul Centre and St Joseph’s Special School
Project Chair: Teresa Morgan

Is it my turn yet?

Project Chair Teresa Morgan and
President Eimear sorting the gifts at St.
Joseph’s Special School.

Oh thank you Santa.

See you all again next year!


