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Welcomes!! 

At our November meeting we had the pleasure of welcoming a new Lion member – Michael 

Gannon.  Welcome aboard Michael! It was great to welcome back our editor, Tom Hogan, 

after his brief absence and we were also honoured by the presence of the Zone Chairman, 

Pat O’Brien from Ballina Lions, who was introduced by our own Pat Connolly.  By co-

incidence, I met Pat again last Saturday with other members of the Ballina Club. They were 

stewarding the event in Ballina organised for Mary Robinson and her fellow international 

‘Elder’ and Mozambican politician Graça Machel. 

On a separate theme of welcome, the club has responded to the call from LCIF to contribute 

to the plight of refugees arriving into Europe.  I captured the picture below last week from a 

German news report. It is certainly not easy for people who have left everything they 

possessed behind them. Let’s hope they find peace and a new way of life wherever they 

eventually settle. 

 In this season, when we recall Wise Men from the East, Europe is confronted with the plight of refugees seeking peace, 
and shelter from the turmoil they leave behind. (the picture is from a German news report on Black Friday, last week). 
 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/cs-assets/_files/images/logos/lionlogo_2c.jpg


Finance: 

Treasurer Kevin was there to give us the figures, including the reasonably healthy state of 

the charity account primed to cover the starting needs for the Christmas Hamper project.  

The club agreed to support the fund for the restoration of the Franciscan Abbey, but we will 

reconsider the matter after the Christmas projects have been completed. 

Radio Auction 

The date is FRIDAY 11th DECEMBER.  Matt Molloy, in his inimitable quiet style was 

nevertheless threatening Fire and Brimstone to motivate everyone for the BIGGEST Auction 

yet.  Already there is a Toyota Yaris as a headline item with a price tag of €16,000. This was a 

fine action by Matt and his committee in negotiating the deal with Tony Burke Motors. 

There is also a target to get a further 10 items in the €1,000 price bracket.  Auction items are 

urgently needed to help us reach this year’s target of €40,000.  

Christmas Social 

Padraig Bree has taken the poll and the word is that 90% of respondents were in favour of 

having our Christmas get-together on  

FRIDAY 11TH DECEMBER in the SALTHILL HOTEL. 

So far, the format is ‘under wraps’, but on the day of the auction, there should be a good 

reason to relax and enjoy the evening.  

Supermarket Collections 

As I write, the Supermarket Collections have begun.  There are two weekends to go and Tom 

Murphy and his team still have a number of red blocks to be filled on the sheets. If there’s 

nobody with a collection bucket, we miss out on the generosity the people of Galway have 

traditionally shown to the Lions Club.    

The Bears are now out of Hibernation! 

Sean Mannion has marshalled his bears in their quest for new homes.  They’re on the loose 

now. Sean still has a few extra Bears and proposes having cinema seats as a fall-back, if 

there is no room for the bears! Let’s hope they all find a home. 

Remembrance Mass: 

The Annual remembrance of lions, relatives and friends was a perfect gathering for the 

recollections from a number of those who were there. Father Brennan made the journey 

from Lettermore to celebrate and remember with us in his particularly thoughtful way. Our 

thanks go to Tom O’Connor who was master of ceremonies for the evening in the Ardilaun.   

 



 

 

Michael Murray recovered the original charter for the club and there was a feeling that it 

should be brought out more often on special occasions.  Michael told the story of how the 

club was sponsored by the Clonmel club. 

 We had charter members Dan Griffin, Brendan Guerin and Michael Healy, whose brother 

was a member of the Clonmel club, were with us. Brendan joined in the stories of projects 

from the past – he told us about that famous project, the Big Push.  John McGinley 

recounted the joys of delivering food hamper in the old days – up the stairs of the Rahoon 

flats to find nobody at home, then back down the stairs to return another day! There were 

other recollections from Des Conway, Tom Joyce, Tony Royliston and Michael O’Regan.  The 

refreshments afterwards were a welcome opportunity to mingle and chat. 

Well done Tom! 

Next Meeting: Monday 7 December 2015. 

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel 

Directors:  8.00 p.m. 

All Lions: 8.30 p.m. 

 


