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Editorial:

I was about to start this month’s edition with Robert Frost’s poem “October” , but
then a glance back at last year’s October edition showed that I used it there (would
you have noticed?). The beginning of October also marks the start of the centuries old
Fair week in Ballinasloe, so to mark that:

When tunes jigged nimbler than the blood
And quick and high the bows would prance
And every fiddle string would burst
To catch what’s lost beyond the string,
While half afraid their children stood,
I saw the old come out to dance.
The heart is not so light at first,
But heavy like a bough in spring.

Song from a Country Fair, Leonie Adams, 1899 – 1988.

Rugby mania seems to have taken hold since our last meeting, with much coverage of
the Rugby World Cup. Many were sorry for the host nation England on their early
exit from the knockout stage, but then Ireland sent many of their fans’ blood pressures
soaring with a less than convincing win over Italy. By the time our meeting comes
around, our joust with France will be over, and our quarter final clash clear. Good
luck Ireland!!

September Meeting:

President Geraldine Mannion called the meeting to order at 8.30 p.m., the first time in
recent years that I have experienced a Galway Lions Club meeting starting on time.
Well done Geraldine. Keep up the good work!! Tosach maith, leath na h-oibre. (a
good beginning is half the work).

There was a bit of a start of term feel about the meeting. A two month break is a long
one, and many members had not met since prior to the summer. Good to see Past
President Noel Meehan back with us. We missed you Noel.

After VP2 Jim Kent read the code of ethics, Treasurer Kevin Watters reported on our
financial position. Kevin reminds me a little of our Minister for Finance, loads of
experience, a safe pair of hands, well able to “spin” the story so that which might
appear at first clear, may in fact be clouded. That cloud may (or may not) have a
silver lining. Anyway, I digress. In summary, our charity account side is healthy, and



Kevin has promised us that audited accounts will be available at the next meeting, or
at the latest, November. More parallels with Minister Noonan who will be presenting
his budget this month.

Then Treasurer Kevin entered uncharted waters (pardon the pun), and made some
comments on our administration account. He said that by the time district, multiple
district and international dues are paid, we would be “broke”, and any expectation of a
subvention for a glass of wine at a social event was not on the cards. Your editor
nearly had a seizure but said nothing. A little buzzing noise went off in the back of the
brain however. I remembered that the last time that membership fees were increased,
provision was made for subventing certain social activities to encourage attendance
and participation. That by the way was 22 years ago and your editor was then
President and Michael Murray was treasurer!! Twenty five “punts” per quarter was
translated to €31.75 with euro conversion but nothing else changed. Me thinks a
review may be overdue!!!.

Anyway, I look forward to the financial report at the October meeting.

Projects:

Even though it was only the September meeting, a number of projects for the current
year are already underway.

Radio Auction:

Matt Molloy told us that the Lions / Galway Bay FM radio auction is scheduled for
Friday 11 December at a new location, Galway Bay Hotel. Meetings have already
taken place between the Committee, Galway Bay FM and Galway Bay Hotel. Matt
appealed for early engagement with donors and will report in more detail at the
October meeting. He is particularly anxious that those of you with new or novel ideas
for the auction might get in touch with him at Mobile (086-8149782) or email
(MatthewMolloy@berwick.ie).

Alcohol Awareness:

Liam Greally informed us that he has contacted 15 schools and was seeking
volunteers to follow up. This is a fantastic project but Liam needs support from
individual Lions to act as liaison with each of the schools. It is not an onerous task,
but requires a bit of day time, when the schools are open. The age profile of our
members suggests that we should be up to the task.

Remembrance Service:

Tom O’Connor has arranged that the annual Remembrance Service for deceased
members of Galway Lions Club will take place on Monday, 16th November 2015 at
7.30 pm in the Ardilaun Hotel.



Special Requests Committee:

Michael Murray reported on the activities of the Special Requests Committee. This
new committee, which he chairs, is tasked with screening miscellaneous applications
for funding, researching them, and making a recommendation to the Galway Lions
Club members about an appropriate response. This saves time at meetings and ensures
a more consistent response to requests. They dealt with four such requests since our
July meeting, recommended support in respect of three of those requests and
transferred the fourth request to our colleagues in Loughrea Lions Club as the
applicant was in their catchment area.

Peace Poster Competition:

Brian O’Keeffe has hit the ground running with the Peace Poster Competition, and
has made a special effort to involve some of those in special educational settings this
year. We await hearing further from him at the October meeting.

Stuffed Toys:

Sean Mannion is gearing up again for the Stuffed Toys fundraiser, and is trying to get
a handle on how many of these furry creatures may have been in hibernation in
various attics, whether they have been breeding or not, but more seriously, he needs to
know our opening stock, prior to ordering for the coming season.

Charity Collection Boxes:

We had a humorous account from Tom O’Connor on the joys of dealing with the
Galway Lions Club Charity Collection boxes. This project, the brain child of
Secretary Seamus Mannion, involves placing collection boxes at various supermarkets
and filling stations. Tom collected one of the full boxes from one outlet, distributed its
contents on his kitchen table, and two hours later, was still actively counting the
coins, The total came to €90, a good return, but an eye opener for Tom on how much
work is involved. He quickly passed the parcel (project) to Lion Fergal McAndrew
who has already found easier ways of counting the pennies, or I should say cents.

Did you know?

Congratulations to Past President Seamus Staid and his wife Anne who have recently
become grandparents.

Special tanks to Past President Frank Kinneen who facilitated a request for a holiday
break for a needy family, well known to Galway Lions Club through Tom
O’Connor’s involvement with them. Tom was fulsome in his praise for Frank’s
generosity and kindness in addressing the identified need

Congratulations to Lion Enda Colleran whose family butcher shop has recently
celebrated 80 years in business.



Thanks to Lion Frank Conlan who has been in liaison with a request from a Lions
Club member in Germany to secure accommodation for a college student in Galway.
This has been secured.

Well done all.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Finally, I started by saying that President Geraldine started the meeting on time. She
also managed to finish it in 59 minutes, despite some of the ramblings of the
members. Well done President Geraldine.

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Editor’s Personal Note:

Many thanks to President Geraldine and all of the members who sent me messages of
support on the occasion of my recent hospitalisation for prostate cancer surgery. I am
recuperating at home and hope to resume active Lions Club activities in the new year.
Thanks everyone. Tom.

October Meeting

Venue: Ardilaun Hotel

Date: Monday 12th October 2015.

Time: Directors 8.00 pm

All Lions: 8.30 pm

Web site links:

Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie

Lions District 105I Website (Ireland): www.lionsclubs.ie

Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

Contributions or photographs for inclusion in the Bulletin welcome at
torohogan@eircom.net
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Photograph taken by President Geraldine while walking in Portugal last week.


