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Editorial:
Loveliest of trees, the cherry now
Is hung with bloom along the bough,
And stands about the woodland ride
Wearing white for Eastertide.
Now of my threescore years and ten,
Twenty will not come again,
And take from seventy springs a score,
It only leaves me fifty more.
And since to look at things in bloom
Fifty springs are little room,
About the woodlands I will go
To see the cheery hung with snow.
A Shropshire Lad 2: Loveliest of trees, the cherry. A.E. Housman, 1859-1936
I am writing this on Wednesday of Easter Week, the sun is shining, trees are budding
and flowering, birds are busy with nesting and singing and when I was out and about
earlier, people I met seemed happy and cheerful. The elements were very kind to us
over the Easter season, and Galway benefited. It is reported that over 80,000 attended
the food festival in the city over the weekend. All of this brings economic benefits to
our community and will help us when we appeal for funds for our various causes.
March Meeting:
We had a good gathering for the March meeting, and they were a noisy Pride of Lions
at the beginning. It took several bangs on the Lions gong to get quietness to allow the
meeting to proceed. By the way, where is our wooden mallet? I notice the treasurer
used a bottle instead!!
At the outset, President Eimear presented membership packs to Brian O’Keeffe and
Fergal McAndrew. We extend a warm welcome to them. Brian and Fergal are
profiled later in the bulletin. President Eimear also presented your bulletin editor with
the Golden Comp Stick Award which the Club retained for the 11th successive year at
the recent convention. Well done to all who have contributed.

As the meeting was another marathon, I will leave you to read the details in Secretary
Matt Molloy’s excellent minutes.
A few highlights however:
Message in a Bottle:
VP1 Geraldine Mannion has been quietly rolling out this project. She has also
managed to secure funding from not one, but two pharmaceutical companies so that
costs to date have not been a drain on club resources. Well done Geraldine.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
Suicide Awareness:
Tony Kavanagh told us that the planned “Safe Talk Course” has been rescheduled to
24th April 2015. He has 8 participants to date but the course can accommodate up to
30 participants. If you know of anyone who would benefit from the course, contact
Tony at 086 8108335.
Stuffed Toys:
Project Chairman Sean Mannion reported a profit of over €6,400 from this project – a
wonderful success. Well done Sean and Team.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
Visitations:
A new visiting team, John Flannery and Seamus Mannion have commenced visiting
an elderly gentleman in the city centre area.
Carers Weekend and Trabolgan Holiday:
Yvonne Thornton reported on the participation of a number of our guests at the Carers
weekend in Sligo at the end of February. A thank you letter was received from one of
the carers stating how much she enjoyed the project.
Yvonne also confirmed that our booking for our usual bus load of guests has been
made with Trabolgan. She is now looking for names of people known to Club
members who would benefit from the Trabolgan experience. Contact Yvonne at 087
6478011. It is expected that a total of 650 will travel this to Trabolgan this year,
ensuring its viability.
New Fundraising Projects:
Following the discussions on fundraising options at our February meeting, a new
project committee of Colm Feeney, Seamus Mannion, Padraig Bree, Noel Meehan,
Tom O’Connor and Brendan McDermott was established. Firstly they agreed to
follow up on the Counter Donation Boxes in Shops project approved by the Club in

February last year but not implemented. This project will start immediately under the
Chairmanship of Tom O’Connor.
Secondly the Committee suggested that we target Companies and Individuals to
sponsor a guest at Trabolgan for each of the next three years at a cost of €390 per
guest per year. The Committee calculated that if we were successful in recruiting 40
sponsors, it would be worth over €15,000 per year. The Club endorsed the project and
you will have already received follow up communications from the Committee. Now
it is up to each member to nominate suitable Companies or Individuals.
Congratulations PDG Pat:
Past District Governor and Melvin Jones Fellow Pat Connolly is to be complimented
on the launch of the Anti Bullying campaign on Ash Wednesday. He achieved
national media publicity with politicians of different political parties on the plinth of
the Dail at Leinster House. Just in case you may not have seen it, the coverage from
the Multiple District Lion Magazine is attached.
District Convention Waterford:
President Eimear and Treasurer Kevin reported on their attendance at the District
Convention at the Tower Hotel Waterford at which 56 clubs were represented. The
incoming District Governor is Marion Conneely of Swords Club. Marion is well
known to many of the Galway Lions from her attendance at Trabolgan. She is a native
of Rosmuc.
Fundraising Golf Classic:
This is being held at Galway Golf Club on Thursday 21st May 2015. Time sheet will
be available at the April meeting but if you wish to make an early booking, phone
Peter Murphy at 087 6376576 or John McGinley at 087 2885585.
New Member Profiles:
Brian O’Keeffe:
A Dublin native Brian first came to Galway in 1972 to attend NUIG (then UCG) as an
Army Cadet and subsequently served in Dún Úi Mhaoilíosa for a number of years. In
an Army career that spanned over 42 years he also had postings in Kildare, Mayo,
Donegal and Dublin. He also served overseas with the United Nations. He was the
founding General Secretary of the Representative Association of Commissioned
Officers (RACO), the organisation established by Government in 1990 to represent
commissioned officers of the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service and he continued in
that role until his retirement in 2014 in the rank of Colonel. Upon retirement Brian
and his wife Mary, a native of Renmore, moved to Athenry, where they have had a
home for a number of years. They have one daughter, Cliona, a primary school
Principal in Dublin. Brian’s interests include swimming, walking, travel and sport.
Brian was introduced by Pat Connolly, and may be contaced by post at 65 The Glade,
Athenry, email bokeeffe6@gmail.com , or mobile 086 2469677.

Fergal McAndrew:
Fergal is a career banker and is currently Senior Manager with KBC Bank
Commercial Unit located at Dockgate in Galway. He has lived for 10 years in
Knocknacarra and is originally from Ballina, Co. Mayo having previously lived and
worked in Dublin, Clonmel and Cork.
He is married to Adrienne with one son - Kyle aged 6.
An avid Mayo football fan, a Connaught Rugby supporter and he follows Arsenal in
the Premiership. Fergal was introduced by Tony Kavanagh, and may be contacted by
post at 13 Ard na Gaoithe, Clybaun Road, Galway, email
fergal.mcandrew@gmail.com or mobile 086 820660
Did You Know?
Congratulations to our VP1, Geraldine Mannion who retired on 31st March 2015. We
all wish you well in your retirement Geraldine.
Important Dates for your Diary:
Connolly / Conway Cups: Members/ Partners Golf Competition, Athenry Golf
Club, Friday 17th April 2015, tee reserved 2pm to 3pm.
Special Olympics Collection: Friday 24th April 2015.
Trabolgan Holiday: Friday 5th June 2015 to Friday 12th June 2015.
April Meeting
Venue:

Ardilaun Hotel

Date:

Monday 13th April 2015.

Time:

Directors 8.00 pm

All Lions:

8.30 pm

Web site links:
Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie
Lions District 105I Website (Ireland): www.lionsclubs.ie
Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

Lions Club Meeting March 2015

Convention 2015.

President Eimear McDonnell presents
Brian O’Keeffe with his membership
pack, with his sponsor Pat Connolly.

Past District Governor Pat Connolly,
Incoming District Governor Marion
Conneally, and our Treasurer Kevin
Watters at the anti bullying stand.

Scouts leading the parade of flags into
the convention hall.
President Eimear presents Fergal
McAndrew with his membership pack,
with his sponsor Tony Kavanagh.

Bulletin Editor Tom Hogan receives
the Comp Stick award from President
Eimear.

Past International President Jim Irvin
makes a special presentation to Past
District Governor Pat Connolly at the
convention in Waterford.

