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Editorial:
Welcome back after the summer break. I hope all of our members had opportunities to
enjoy some of the wonderful weather which we experienced during the summer
months. President Eimear and her various Project Chairs will be hoping that batteries
have been recharged and that all Lions are prepared for the challenges of what
promises to be another busy Lionistic Year. No doubt President Eimear will lay out
the tasks ahead when we meet on Monday night next.
Writing this on the first day of September, I noticed a big change in traffic patterns
this morning. All of the schools are reopened and there has been a noticeable increase
also of traffic associated with the building trade, maybe a sign that things are picking
up in the economy. We all hope so!!
September
The breezes taste
Of apple peel.
The air is full
Of smells to feelRipe fruit, old footballs,
Burning brush,
New books, erasers,
Chalk, and such.
The bee, his hive,
Well honeyed hum,
And Mother cuts
Chrysanthemums.
Like plates washed clean
With suds, the days
Are polished with
A morning haze.
John Updike, 1932 – 2009.
July Meeting:
Do you remember it? Seems like a long time ago !! On a warm humid evening, we
gathered in the Ardilaun. The meeting was called to order by our new President
Eimear McDonnell, officiating at her first meeting. President Eimear had a special
welcome for Tony Royliston after his recent hospitalisation. Tony responded by
saying he was glad to be on the live register !!.

Charter member Dan Griffin read from the code of ethics.
Treasurer and recent Melvin Jones Fellow, Kevin Watters presented a rosy financial
summary, including details of funds committed. I look forward to the accounts for the
year which hopefully will give a clearer picture. I note that these are to be submitted
to the District Treasure by the end of October, so should be considered by the
members at the October meeting. We have been a bit lethargic in this respect in recent
years, with last year’s accounts to 30/6/2013 getting to the members in March 2014.
Secretary Matt Molloy had several thank you messages, from those attending
Trabolgan and from those who attended the Concert Night.
Golf Classic:
Project Chair Peter Murphy gave his final report showing a surplus of €5,820. The
event will be staged again on Thursday 21st May 2015. Good forward planning Peter
and a great result for 2014.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
Concert Night:
Project Chair Liam Duggan reported that 460 people attended the concert, and there
was great feed back on the night. The proceeds from the raffle almost covered the cost
of the concert and a very enjoyable night was had by all. Liam is going to place an
advertisement in the City Tribune naming and acknowledging the various artists. Well
done Liam, a wonderful project.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
Each morning sees some task begun,
Each evening sees it close;
Something attempted, something done,
Has earned a night’s repose.
Henry W. Longfellow, 1807 – 1882
Guest Speaker:
The agenda said that we would have Liam Bluett of Corrib Lions Club as a guest
speaker. Liam is General Manager at SCCUL Enterprise Centre at Ballybane. As
many of you know, SCCUL Enterprise Centre is a community initiative established
by St. Columba’s Credit Union Ltd, Mervue. As part of that initiative, Sccul
Enterprise Centre has now established SCCUL Sanctuary (www.scculsanctuary.com).
As Liam was unable to join us, Michael Smith, Manager of SCCUL Sanctuary
addressed us.
Some years ago, the Irish Pilgrimage Trust built a respite facility for people with
disabilities within the grounds of the Brothers of Charity land at Kilcornan,
Clarenbridge. The respite facility is not in use all of the time, and SCCUL Sanctuary

has negotiated its availability to other local groups, including Alzheimer’s Society,
Parkinson’s Disease Association, Cancer Care West etc.
SCCUL Sanctuary has also commenced refurbishing / redecorating some other
buildings which have become available in the grounds. SCCUL have been
encouraging corporate and voluntary groups to assist in this work, by taking on
responsibility for a particular building and provide the labour and / or material to
complete the work. Michael suggested that the Galway Lions Club might become
involved. A number of Galway Lions Club members undertook to investigate and no
doubt we will have some feed back at the September meeting.
Trabolgan:
Project Chair Sean Mannion reported on the safe return of all 38 of our guests after a
wonderful holiday in Trabolgan. The project came in under budget and Sean thanked
all who helped, particularly those that had travelled to Trabolgan to care for our
guests. Sean and his committee would like to see the Trabolgan project continue if it
can be put on a sustainable financial footing.
Well done Sean and your Team.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
The greatest thing in this world is not so much where we are, but in what direction we
are moving.
Oliver Wendell Holmes, 1841 – 1935.
Message in a Bottle:
Project Chair Geraldine Mannion is now involved in the distribution of the bottles.
The supplies at the concert were all snapped up! President Eimear congratulated
Geraldine on the manner in which she launched the project at the concert. Well done
Geraldine.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
Budget:
Treasurer Kevin Watters will be circulating a template to each Project Chair in the
near future so that he can finalise a budget for the year.
Visitations:
Project Chair Des Conway commended the work of Charter Members Brendan
Guerin and Gerry Molloy on identifying a person in need of visits and supporting that
person with weekly visits and day trips.

Sympathy:
Our sympathy is extended to the family of the late Dr. Bernard Murphy, Charter
President of Galway Lions Club who died in July. A native of Cork, Bernie Murphy
was a member of our club from 1972 -1976. May he rest in peace.

Next Meeting:

Monday 8 September 2014.

Venue:

Ardilaun Hotel

Directors:

8.00 p.m.

All Lions:

8.30 p.m.

President Eimear presenting Tony Royliston with his 20 year membership
chevron at the July meeting.
Website links:
Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie
Lions District 105I Website (Ireland): www.lionsclubs.ie
Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

Matt Molloy and Alan Murphy make a special presentation to Simone Valiante at
Thermo King. Simone has been the liaison person between Thermo King and the
Galway Lions Club Meneenageisha College Project and is taking up a new role in
Paris.

President Eimear McDonnell presents a cheque to Jack Kavanagh as a result of
fundraising by the Lions Club in District 105I co-ordinated by Galway Lions Club.
Jack was involved in an accident in August 2012 which left him paralysed from his
chest down and with limited movement in his arms and hands. Also in the photograph
are Michael Murray, Kevin Watters, Tony Kavanagh and Pat Connolly. The total
raised was €12,665.

