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Editorial:
The local and European elections are over, the posters have come down (why do we
permit them in the first place?), the rugby season has finished with the retirement of
Brian O’Driscoll, Leo Cullen and Stephen Ferris, the GAA hurling and football
championships are in full swing, and the 2014 World Cup is about to begin in Brazil,
so it must be summer !! With single digit night time temperatures this week, I need
convincing.
However, we must be positive. Media reports suggest that Galway experienced a
bumper June bank holiday weekend, tourist bookings are running well ahead of last
year, and no doubt this will have beneficial effects on our community over the coming
months.
Come we to the summer, to the summer we will come,
For the woods are full of bluebells and the hedges full of bloom,
And the crow is on the oak a-building of her nest,
And love is burning diamonds in my true lover’s breast;
She sits beneath the whitethorn a-plaiting of her hair,
And I will to my true lover with a fond request repair;
I will look upon her face, I will in her beauty rest,
And lay my aching weariness upon her lovely breast.
The clock-a-clay is creeping on the open bloom of May,
The merry bee is trampling the pinky threads all day,
And the chaffinch it is brooding on its grey mossy nest
In the whitethorn bush where I will lean upon my lover’s breast;
I’ll lean upon her breast and I’ll whisper in her ear
That I cannot get a wink o’ sleep for thinking of my dear;
I hunger at my meat and I daily fade away
Like the hedge rose that is broken in the heat of the day.
Summer, John Clare, 1793 – 1864
May Meeting:
There was a good turn out for our May meeting which started on time – always a
good sign. At the outset, President Pat Dennigan advised that Lion Tony Royliston
had surgery earlier that day, and the good wishes of the members for a speedy
recovery were unanimously agreed.
Charter Member Dan Griffin read the Lions Code of Ethics.

Treasurer Kevin Watters reported that our Club finances are healthy, and that the
projected balance being handed over to incoming President Eimear will be on target.
He also reported that the District Appeal for Jack Kavanagh stands at €6,121 with
contributions to date from 29 clubs.
Golf Classic:
Project Chairman Peter Murphy confirmed that only three slots remain to be filled for
the fund raising Golf Classic scheduled for 22 May. See report below.
Connolly / Conway Cups:
Project Chairman Des Conway reported that 8 gents and 4 ladies participated in this
competition this year, with Matt Molloy and Mary Hanlon the winners. Des had
statistics on hand to show a slippage in participation in the competition in recent
years. He urged a fresh look at the competition with perhaps a new venue, a day other
than a Friday, and, horror of horrors, suggested possibly a new Chairman. The
meeting responded by acclaiming Des in the manner in which he ran the project with:
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
Alcohol Awareness:
Project Chairman Jim Kent reported on this project. It now operates in 5 of the 10
second level schools in Galway city, as well as in two Co. Galway schools and also
one school in Co. Roscommon. The overall objective of the project is to promote
responsible approaches to the consumption of alcohol among second level students.
This in turn is done by training transition year pupils to be peer educators. These peer
educators then educate their own younger pupils as part of the school curriculum.
Project Chairman Jim told us that a reception is being held at the Radisson Hotel to
celebrate this year’s project, and at which Certificates will be presented to the peer
educators by the Mayor of Galway, Cllr Padraig Conneally. (See report below). Jim
thanked his Committee for their work and also those who acted as one to one buddies
with the schools.
This is a fantastic project which no doubt benefits our society. Well done Jim and
team:
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
Concert Night:
Project Chairman Liam Duggan announced that the Concert will take place at the
Galway Bay Hotel on Wednesday 18th June 2014 at 8.00pm. The concert will feature
several acts including Trad on the Prom, Carmel Dempsey, Sean Costello, and several
others. The target audience is people who have limited social outings. It is important
that tickets are provided to people who will attend. The capacity is 450 seats, and a
great night’s entertainment is promised. Tickets are available from Liam Duggan or
Brendan McDermott.

The Message In A Bottle Project will also be launched at the Concert, as the
attendance will be very much part of the target group. Project Chair Geraldine
Mannion has been quietly raising funds for this project from pharmaceutical
companies, and my guess is that she is not finished yet!!
Moneenageisha Project:
Project Chairman Matt Molloy advised that 10 students from Moneenageisha School
benefited from work experience at Thermo King.
Alcohol Awareness – Presentation of Certificates:
A very pleasant ceremony was held at the Raddison Hotel to mark the success of the
training 80 peer educators in seven schools under the Alcohol Awareness Programme.
The ceremony was attended by many of the participating students and their teachers.
It was also attended by the Mayor of Galway, Cllr Padraig Conneally who presented
certificates of completion of the programme to the participants.
Project Chairman Jim Kent welcomed all to the ceremony and appreciated the
attendance of Cllr Conneally, who was at that time in the closing stages of his reelection campaign. Project Chair Jim spoke eloquently about the merits of the
programme, and expressed his hope of extending the programme to other second level
schools in Galway City and County in the coming years.
Mayor Conneally complimented the students on their participation in the programme,
thanked the teachers and school authorities for facilitating the programme, and
thanked the Galway Lions Club for organising the programme. Project Chairman Jim
(or was it PR Chair Seamus Mannion) also managed to secure positive media
coverage with a half page feature in Galway City Tribune.
Well done Jim and your team:
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
Golf Classic:
This project has in previous years been held in July but was brought forward to a May
date this year. The day was pleasant with plenty of sunshine, and the participants
complimented Galway Golf Club on the pristine condition of the course. Project
Chairman Peter Murphy had all arrangements in place and was on hand to welcome
the many out of town participants. Noel De Courcey was on hand as starter, and
cheerfully set the teams on their way, serenading (yes) the favoured ones.
Due to a family bereavement, Project Chair Peter was not on hand for the prize giving
ceremony, but he had an able deputy in John McGinley, who coincidently is also Vice
President of Galway Golf Club this year. John spoke well in acknowledging the
support of the participants, and availed of the opportunity to remember the late
Michael Gleeson who was much involved in this project down though the years. No

doubt a full report will be given at the June meeting. In the meantime, well done
Project Chairman Peter and your team as we salute you:
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
Trabolgan:
Project Chairman Sean Mannion has all arrangements in place. He has selected 38
guests for the Trabolgan Holiday commencing Friday 6 June 2014. Sean has already
notified individual members about picking up their guests. Guests have been informed
that pick up will be between 10 and 10.30 on Friday morning with the bus leaving
Mervue Church car park at 11. Sean hopes that the Bishop and the Deputy Mayor will
be in attendance to say “bon voyage” to our guests.
Hand Over Night:
Club Socials Chairman Colm Feeney has confirmed that the hand over night will take
place at Glenlo Abbey Hotel on Friday 20th June 2014 at 8.00pm. Theme : Barbecue
plus…. No doubt interesting surprises!!
He needs confirmation of attendance so let us give a rousing thank you to President
Pat and welcome incoming President Eimear.
Confirm your attendance numbers to Colm at 086 8061117 or email
colmfeeney@sslirl.com .
June 2014 Meeting:
Venue:

Ardilaun Hotel

Date:

Monday 9 June 2014.

Time: Directors:

8.00pm

All Lions:

8.30pm

The District Governor, Liam Lyons has indicated that he
will attend our June meeting.

Past D.G. Pat Connolly with pupils and teachers at Scoil Bhride, Shatalla on the
occasion of the presentation of an Apple iPad to the school.
Alcohol Awareness Project – Chairman Jim Kent

Project Chairman Jim Kent, Mayor of Galway, Cllr Padraig Conneally, and cert
recipient Harry Coonan, Colaiste na Coiribe.

Peer Educators from St Joseph’s (the Bish) with Mayor Padraig Conneally.

Overview of the attendance.

Participants in the Golf Classic

Golf Classic participants and
prizewinners

