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Editorial:
The 1st of July starts the Lions New Year, and we all look forward to President
Eimear McDonnell’s plans and how she deploys her teams. Eimear is an experienced
Lion. Her Dad, Billy Vaughan is a Charter Member and Past President of Banbridge
Lions Club so Eimear was introduced to Lions activities early. Eimear joined
Letterkenny Lions Club in 1997 and joined our Club in 2000. She has been Zone
Chairman and Club Secretary and has been active in a large range of Club Projects.
Married to Padraig, they have two children. We all hope you have a great year
Eimear!!
June Meeting:
Maybe it was the balmy June evening, maybe it was the last meeting in President
Pat’s term of office, maybe it was the presence of District Governor Liam Lyons, but
this meeting had a different dynamic to it. There seemed to be fewer in attendance,
perhaps due to our involvement in Trabolgan, or holidays or whatever. Anyway, your
scribe is delighted that he is not tasked with writing the minutes of that particular
meeting. Matt Molloy’s legal skills will no doubt ensure that we get sanitised
minutes!!
The good news is that we were told that Tony Royliston is recovering well after his
recent surgery, the Club Finances are in good health, we had 38 guests at Trabolgan,
the Golf Classic was successful with 32 teams participating, Jim Kent hopes to have 7
of the 10 second level schools in Galway participating in the Alcohol Awareness
programme in September, arrangements were in hand for the Concert and the
Handover Ceremony, and the Jack Kavanagh fund has raised almost €10,000 with 48
clubs contributing thus far.
Oh yes, and the District Governor may be from Thurles Lions Club but he is a Cork
man and has visited over 100 Clubs during his year in office.
District Governor Liam also presented chevrons to several long serving
(distinguished) members!!
There are two good rules which ought to be written on every heart.
Never to believe anything bad about anybody unless you positively know it to be true;
Never to tell even that unless you feel that it is absolutely necessary,
And that God is listening.
Henry van Dyke, 1852 – 1933.

Concert Night:
What an event! The biggest function room in the Galway Bay Hotel, full house, great
atmosphere, wonderful entertainment. Great raffle too. We had Carmel Dempsey and
friends, the dancers and musicians from Trad on the Prom, Tenors Frank Naughton
and Sean Costello, the Fabulous Duggan family and friends, M.C. and Storytelling
from Proinsias Kitt, a super launch for our Message in a Bottle Project, and a general
feel good factor about the place. Liam Duggan may be one of our newest members
but he and his committee ran an excellent project. Heartiest congratulations to
Geraldine Mannion on the successful launch of the Message in a Bottle project. I
gather that all of the bottles we had on display were enthusiastically “captured” by
those attending the concert.
There was also good media coverage with over a page of photographs in the City
Tribune.
Well done Liam and Geraldine.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
An ounce of practice is worth more than tons of preaching.
Mahatma Gandhi, 1869 – 1948.
Hand Over Ceremony:
The Social Committee is chaired by Colm Feeney. He announced the venue and date
of the Hand Over Ceremony, Friday 20th June, Glenlo Abbey Hotel, got commitments
on numbers attending, and then, as Padraig Bree put it (he is not on the Social
Committee), applied the four D’s of Management, Decide, Delegate, Disappear, and
go Drinking!! Padraig was the beneficiary of the delegated tasks, but handled it with
aplomb. About 60 people attended a very pleasant Bar B Q at Glenlo. President Pat
Dennigan gave a resume of the activities during the year, and my, how impressive it
was. Pat thanked his wife Fiona and his family for their support. Did you know that
Pat has been commuting to work in Dublin for the past several months? How did he
manage to complete his Presidential duties as well?
President Pat had a surprise for Past President, Zone Chairman and Treasurer Kevin
Watters, who he presented with a Melvin Jones Fellowship.
Well done Pat and Fiona on a wonderful year, and congratulations Kevin.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
During and after the meal, we were entertained by two ladies on cello and violin, and
it seemed most appropriate in that setting. There was also a lovely sunset, Padraig
managed good negotiations with the bar staff, and everyone seemed to enjoy the
occasion. Well done Padraig Bree and Colm Feeney. An excellent combination, one
in France, enjoying the credits, the other in Galway doing the work!!
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Trabolgan:
Project Chairman Sean Mannion will no doubt report at our July meeting, but I gather
our guests enjoyed themselves. Certainly, they seemed happy on their return to
Galway and some turned up at the concert also.
Pretty women wonder where my secret lies.
I’m not cute or built to suit a fashion model’s size
But when I start to tell them,
They think I’m telling lies.
I say,
It’s in the reach of my arms,
The span of my hips,
The stride of my step,
The curl of my lips.
I’m a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman.
That’s me.
I walk into a room
Just as cool as you please,
And to a man,
The fellows stand or
Fall down on their knees.
Then they swarm around me,
A hive of honey bees.
I say,
It’s the fire in my eyes,
And the flash of my teeth,
The swing in my waist,
And the joy in my feet.
I’m a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman.
That’s me.
Men themselves have wondered
What they see in me.
They try so much
But they can’t touch
My inner mystery.
When I try to show them,
They say they still can’t see.
I say,
It’s the arch in my back,
The sun of my smile,
The ride of my breasts,
The grace of my style.
I’m a woman

Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman.
That’s me.
Now you understand
Just why my head’s not bowed.
I don’t shout or jump about
Or have to talk real loud.
When you see me passing,
It ought to make you proud.
I say,
It’s the click of my heels,
The bend of my hair,
The palm of my hand,
The need of my care,
‘Cause I’m a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman.
That’s me.
Phenomenal Woman, Maya Angelou, 1928 – 2014.

Next Meeting:

Monday 14 July 2014.

Venue:

Ardilaun Hotel

Directors:

8.00 p.m.

All Lions:

8.30 p.m.

Trabolgan Holiday – Project
Chairman Sean Mannion

Three guests ready to go!!

Final words from Bishop Martin
Drennan, Project Chair Sean Mannion
and Cllr Terry O’Flaherty

One of our guests presents a hand
made quilt for the Lions auction to
Geraldine Mannion, Eamon Howley
and Tom Burke

Lions Colm Feeney, Tom Murphy,
Project Chair Sean Mannion, VP1
Eimear McDonnell, Eamon Howley,
Tom Hogan

Bishop Martin Drennan with Colette
Have a good holiday!

Presentations June meeting

President Pat Dennigan presents John
Duggan with award for membership
extension

John Duggan receives 35 year
membership chevron from D.G. Liam

D.G.Liam presents Tom Hogan with
35 year membership chevron
President Pat Dennigan presents gift to
District Governor Liam Lyons

Another 35 year chevron for Jim Kelly
D.G.Liam presents chevron for 20
years membership to Padraig Bree

Michael O’Regan gets his 35 year
chevron from D.G. Liam

Tom Burke with his 20 year chevron

Concert Night, Project Chair Liam Duggan, and Launch of Message in a Bottle,
Project Chair Geraldine Mannion.

Project Chairman Liam Duggan with
his wife Fiona and parents John & Ann

President Pat and Project Chair
Geraldine with Order of Malta
members and Message in a Bottle

Project Chair Geraldine Mannion with
Yvonne Thornton

Melvin Jones Fellows Michael
O’Regan, Dan Griffin & Tom Joyce

Top: Carmel Dempsey and Friends
Centre: Trad on the Prom
Bottom: The Duggan Family
Liam Duggan & President Pat
Dennigan with members of Trad on the
Prom

Handover Ceremony, Project Chairs – Colm Feeney & Padraig Bree

Mary Hanlon, Rita O’Regan &
Michael Murray

Padraig Bree, Yvonne Thornton, Jim
Kelly & Tony Kavanagh

Rosemary Hogan, Michael O’Regan &
Margaret Murray

Marion Watters with Fiona & Pat
Dennigan

President Eimear & family members

Tom Joyce and Tom Murphy

Jim & Rosemary Kent

Kevin & Marion Watters

Pauline & Dan Griffin

Matt & Dympna Molloy

Des Conway, Peter Flanagan, Marie
Casburn, Tom O’Connor, Veron
Flanagan, Philip Casburn, John
McGinley.

Liam Greally & Guest

President Pat presents I.P.P. Tony
Kavanagh with Scrapbook & Bulletin
John, Ann, Fiona & Liam Duggan

Martin and incoming VP1 Geraldine
Mannion
Mary & Adrian MacLynn

Fiona Dennigan receives a bouquet from
President Eimear with Pat Dennigan

Kevin Watters being presented with a
Melvin Jones Award by President Pat

President Eimear McDonnell being presented with a Banbridge Lions Club banner by
Charter member and Past President Bill Vaughan, who is also her Dad.

A formal photograph of an informal handover of the chain of office from Pat
Dennigan to Eimear McDonnell. Thanks to both Eimear and Pat for facilitating this
shoot!! My original formal photographs did not work out.!!

