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Editorial:
Blow, blow, thou winter wind
Thou art not so unkind
As man's ingratitude;
Thy tooth is not so keen,
Because thou art not seen,
Although thy breath be rude.
Heigh-ho! sing, heigh-ho! unto the green holly:
Most freindship if feigning, most loving mere folly:
Then heigh-ho, the holly!
This life is most jolly.
Freeze, freeze thou bitter sky,
That does not bite so nigh
As benefits forgot:
Though thou the waters warp,
Thy sting is not so sharp
As a friend remembered not.
Heigh-ho! sing, heigh-ho! unto the green holly:
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly:
Then heigh-ho, the holly!
This life is most jolly.
William Shakespeare 1564 -1616
As I write this bulletin on a damp and dreary Monday morning in December, I turned
to Mr. Shakespeare to cheer me up. Thankfully, the weather was kinder to all of those
who were collecting at the various supermarkets over the past two weekends. Only
two more to go!!
November Meeting:
President Eimear McDonnell began the meeting with a warm welcome for Brian
O’Keeffe, attending as an observer as a guest of Pat Connolly, and also Fergal
McAndrew who was attending his second meeting as a guest of Tony Kavanagh.
Secretary Matt Molloy had no minutes from the October meeting due to a technical
glitch in his computer. They have been circulated since the meeting, but do not worry
Matt, your minutes have not been questioned to date, so do not expect any problems.

Treasurer Kevin Watters had his financial report and audited accounts for the year
ended 30 June 2014. These had been signed by Kevin as Treasurer, Tom Joyce and
Brendan McDermott as Honorary Auditors. As our Treasurer and Honorary Auditors
are or were all members of the banking fraternity, the accounts were approved without
difficulty and then all copies promptly returned (by request) to the top table!! I kid
you not!! So what did they say? As best I recall, we had income of €84,000 during the
year and finances were well managed leaving a good balance sheet coming in to the
current year. The accounts have been forwarded to the District Treasurer for inclusion
in the overall District accounts. Anyway, well done Treasurer Kevin and Honorary
Auditors Tom and Brendan for preparing, auditing and approving the accounts in a
timely fashion.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
Peace Poster Competition – Project Chair Mary MacLynn:
Congratulations to Mary on running her first Lions Club Project. Interestingly, Mary
told us that the first prize winner Lucja is a native of Poland, the second prize winner
Sigrid is a native of Sweden, and the third prize winner Sophie is a native of Ireland,
so a truly international dimension to the competition. The photograph shows President
Eimear with the prize winners:

Peace Poster Contest


Galway Lion Club are delighted to announce the local winner of the 2014
Peace Poster Contest sponsored by Lions Clubs International. Pupils
from 11yrs to 13 years were invited to design a poster reflecting their
views on what peace, tolerance and international understanding meant to
them. The pupils from Scoil Ide National School, St. Nicholas Parochial
School and St James’ National School, Bushy Park all entered into the
spirit of the contest which has been run internationally for 27 years. The
winning poster was chosen by Tom Kenny, a former Lion himself, for its
originality, artistic merit and portrayal of the theme “Peace, Love and
Understanding”. First prize went to Lucja Bak from Scoil Ide, Second
Prize went to Sigrid Skoldberg from St. Nicholas’ and Third Prize was
awarded to Sophie McNicholl from Bushy Park.

Above is an extract from a Press Release issued by Seamus Mannion and also
published on our website www.galwaylionsclub.ie . When you look at our website,
you will also find recent Press Releases on the Kilcornan Refurbishment, the Teddy
Bears Project, the Supermarket Food Appeal and cash collections, and the Radio
Auction.
The great news of course is that our prize winner Lucja Bak from Scoil Ide went on to
win the District Prize and now has an All Ireland award.
Congratulations to Project Chair Mary and well done Seamus on the publicity.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.
Remembrance Service – Project Chair Tom O’Connor.
Tom reported that all arrangements were in place. It will be over by the time you
receive the bulletin so a report follows below.
Stuffed Toys – Project Chair Sean Mannion.
Sean told us that the Teddy Bears are at large and (hopefully) generating revenue. He
still has a few available if any of you Lions wish to find a home for them.
Supermarket Collections – Project Chair Alan Murphy.
This project is currently underway and to date has been well supported. With two
weekends to go, make sure that you know your slot and if at all possible, bring a
friend to assist you.
Radio Auction – Project Chair Tom Murphy.
Tom appealed to members to follow up with their contacts for quality items for the
Galway Bay FM Lions Club Radio Auction which is being broadcast live on Friday
12th December. No doubt you will be reminded by Tom and his project team in the
days ahead about what he expects from you.
Toys and deliveries St Joseph’s Special School and Pope John Paul Centre.
Project Chair Teresa Morgan has this project arranged for Thursday 18th December
and will be seeking volunteers at our December meeting.
Food Vouchers Distribution – Project Chair Ger Hosty.
In the absence of Ger, we were told that distribution of the vouchers would commence
after the Radio Auction. Full details at our December meeting.
Trabolgan – Project Chair Yvonne Thornton.
Yvonne confirmed that the Trabolgan project has been saved thanks to the
commitments given by the Clubs in the District. Pat Connolly confirmed that at the

recent Cabinet meeting, 39 clubs had give commitment to send 600 guests next year.
Since our meeting the dates have been confirmed from Friday 5th June 2015 to Friday
12th June 2015. Galway members are delighted with this outcome. Well done to all
involved.
Sccul Sanctury Project (Kilcornan) – Leaders Tom Joyce & Tom Murphy.
Liam Bluett and Patricia Murphy attended briefly to thank Galway Lions Club for the
refurbishment of one of the bungalows in Clarenbridge. They also gave some
information on the breaks that they arrange for various client groups including those
with cancer, Parkinson’s, Multiple Sclerosis, Alzheimer’s. They also gave some
details of supports that they have received from other organisations in the
refurbishment programme.
This was a great service project, completed over a short period of time. In addition to
the painters and decorators, Peter Murphy was also thanked for the provision of lamp
shades without charge. Well done everyone involved.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause
Remembrance Service – Project Chairman Tom O’Connor.
Our annual Remembrance Service for deceased Lions Club members and their
families took place in the Ardilaun Hotel on 19 November 2014. There was an
attendance of about 50 people. Fr. Michael Brennan travelled from his Connemara
base to be with us. Jim Kelly led the choir, many of the attendance contributed their
own thoughts on loved ones gone from us. Charter member, Past President and
Melvin Jones Fellow Dan Griffin provided a thoughtful and moving tribute to each of
our deceased Past Presidents. The Ardilaun Hotel provided light refreshments at the
end of the service and there were many opportunities availed of to renew old
acquaintances.
Well done Project Chair Tom and his team.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause
Radio Auction Launch – Project Chair Tom Murphy.
The Radio Auction launch was held in the Radisson Hotel last week. We were joined
by Mayor of Galway, Cllr. Donal Lyons, Most Rev. Martin Drennan, Bishop of
Galway, Keith Finnegan of Galway Bay FM, our President Eimear, and Project Chair
Tom. The Mayor and Bishop were very supporting and encouraging in their radio
interviews with Keith Finnegan and of course President Eimear and Project Chair
Tom availed of their interviews to appeal for auction items. Only 11 days to go, as I
write!!

Did you know?
Past President and Melvin Jones Fellow Michael O’Regan recently celebrated his 80th
birthday. He remains active in so many aspects of Lions business and was shaking the
bucket at our supermarket collections over the weekend. Congratulations Michael.
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause
December Meeting:
Venue :

Ardilaun Hotel

Date:

Monday 8th December 2014.

Time:

Directors 7.30pm

All Lions:

8.00pm

Christmas get together All Lions and Partners: 9.00pm
Website Links:
Galway Lions Club Website: www.galwaylionsclub.ie
Lions District 105I Website (Ireland): www.lionsclubs.ie
Lions International Website (World): www.lionsclubs.org

President Eimear McDonnell makes a special presentation to the
Decorating specialists Tom Joyce and Tom Murphy at the November meeting.

Remembrance Service – Project Chair Tom O’Connor

Dan Griffin addressing the audience.

Billy Rooney, Patricia Conlan, Noel
DeCourcey

Marion Watters, Rosemary Hogan,
Noreen Joyce

Michael O’Regan, Des Conway, Tom
O’Connor

Father and son, Sean & Gerard Hosty.
Des Conway, Dermot Lyons, Tom
Hogan, Tom Murphy

Fr Michael Brennan with Project Chair
Tom O’Connor
Kevin Watters and Pat Connolly

Radio Auction Launch – Project Chair Tom Murphy

Project Chair Tom Murphy, Mayor
Donal Lyons, President Eimear
McDonnell and Bishop Martin
Drennan

Project Chair Tom Murphy being
interviewed by Keith Finnegan,
Galway Bay FM

Smile for the press photographer
Kevin Watters with his granddaughter
Laura and Mayor Donal Lyons.

Committee members Sean Mannion,
Tom Hogan, Tony Kavanagh and Tom
Joyce with President Eimear
McDonnell.
President Eimear in deep conversation
with Bishop Drennan

