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Editorial
Welcome, welcome, beautiful May!
Welcome thou, and thy garlands gay!
The earth is glad with thy sunny smile,
And sweet with the breath of new-mown hay.
Lavish of all thy glory, thou:
See! Thou hast flung thy treasures down
Till the earth is gay in her new found wealth,
And jubilant in her floral crown.
Fairer thou art, oh, beautiful May!
Than even thy sister, whose reign is o’er,
The blue-eyed April, who wept and smiled,
And softened the earth so cold before.
She sang of thee, and our hearts were glad
With thoughts of the joys sweet May would bring;
We longed for thee and thy merry hours.
Oh, though most beautiful month of spring!
There are sounds of pleasure o’er all the earth;
There are sweet birds singing in bush and tree;
There are laughing voices, and songs of mirth,
And joyous faces to welcome thee.
There are busy fingers in every field
Plucking thy treasures rich and rare;
Oh, May so lovingly bountiful,
Welcomes must greet thee everywhere.
Gathering Flowers in May, Mary Dow Brine, 1816 – 1913.
I love this time of year when all of the colours on trees and shrubs are so vibrant,
when birds are at their most tuneful, when peoples’ moods seem a bit better after the
winter, or is that only me? A relatively quiet time for our Lions activities, but more of
that anon.
April meeting:
The April meeting started twice!! For those who arrived early, it was a surprise to be
called at 8.25, the Directors having finished their meeting. The general meeting
commenced at 8.30 (on time) but Tom Joyce was suspicious at the low attendance as
he read the Code of Ethics. After a few minutes, he excused himself from the meeting
room, ventured to the foyer of the Ardilaun Hotel and found about 20 Lions, waiting

patiently to be called to the General meeting. Matters already dealt with were
revisited, and all ended well.
The meeting was of course held in the aftermath of the sudden and unexpected death
of Melvin Jones Fellow, Lion Michael Gleeson. After a minutes silence to respect
Michael, his great friend Michael O’Regan spoke warmly and movingly about
Michael and of some of the adventures they shared together.
President Pat Dennigan welcomed Sinead Cassidy as a guest.
He also extended a vote of sympathy to VP2 Geraldine Mannion on the death of her
brother in law James Jack.
In correspondence, Secretary Matt Molloy read a letter received from Josephine
Kelleher thanking the Club for the tribute to the late John in the bulletin, for the
attendance of the President and members at the funeral and the guard of honour
provided.
Treasurer Kevin Watters reported on healthy bank balances for our funds,
supplemented by some donations that Geraldine Mannion has secured for the
Message in a Bottle Project.
Club Officer Nominations 2014 – 2015:
This matter having been deferred from the March meeting, the nominations are:
President:
Eimear McDonnell
V.P.1.:
Geraldine Mannion
V.P.2.:
Matt Molloy
Secretary:
Matt Molloy
Treasurer:
Kevin Watters
Lion Tamer: Jim Kent
Tail Twister: Yvonne Thornton
I.P.P.:
Pat Dennigan
Directors (after a vote): Liam Greally, Ger Hosty, Peter Murphy, Tom Murphy.
Golf Classic:
John McGinley told us that there are still slots available for this project which is to be
held at Galway Golf Club on 22 May 2014. To make a booking, contact John at 087
2885585.
Connolly and Conway Cups:
Des Conway read out the list of entries and promised good weather, see report below.

Concert Night:
Liam Duggan reported that this will be held at Galway Bay Hotel on Wednesday 18th
June 2014 and more details and tickets will be available at the next meeting. The
Concert will feature a performance by Trad On the Prom and other artists.
Message in a Bottle:
Geraldine Mannion advised that this would be launched at the Concert.
Jack Kavanagh District Appeal:
This has already been launched and 6 clubs have already contributed according to
Project Chairman Michael Murray.
Trabolgan:
Project Chair Sean Mannion told us that this project will run from 6th to 13th June
2014, that 6 or 7 new guests will be in attendance and that he still needs some
volunteer Lions. If you are available, contact Sean at 086 2622629.
Vouchers:
Tom Burke advised that he has a small number of vouchers returned which can be
redistributed to needy families.
Connolly & Conway Cups:
It was a Friday afternoon in late April, Athenry Golf Club, Des Conway was once
again organising and directing this Lions Club Members’ Golf Competition. Des had
once again managed to deliver on the good weather (well almost, there was one short
shower, but we will forgive him for that!!). A small turn out, some had given
commitments but failed to appear, but of course quality is better than quantity. Your
scribe was among the players, and my handicap is that I play golf, but I digress.
Des had completed all of the arrangements, score cards already prepared, clear
instructions on applicable local rules, and then everyone was encouraged to give it
their best.
At the end of the day, we had a new winner for the Connolly cup, our club Secretary
and now also incoming VP2 Matt Molloy. A new winner also for the Conway Cup,
Mary Hanlon. Well done to all who participated. No doubt Project Chairman Des will
have a full report for the May meeting. This project is a labour of love for Des, who
incredibly manages to keep the rain away.
Well done Des:
Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause.

Archives:
If any member has Lions Club Bulletins for periods prior to July 2008, I would like to
borrow them to archive them. If they are in hard copy, I will scan them and return
them to you. If they are in soft copy, can you email them to me at
torohogan@eircom.net . Many thanks.
Time is free,
But it’s priceless.
You can’t own it,
But you can use it.
You can’t keep it,
But you can spend it.
Once you’ve lost it
You can never get it back.
Harvey MacKay

1933 –

May 2014 Meeting:
Venue:

Ardilaun Hotel

Date:

Monday 12 May 2014.

Time: Directors:

8.00pm

All Lions:

8.30pm

Lions Members Golf Outing – Project Chairman Des Conway.

VP1 Eimear McDonnell, Mary Hanlon, winner of the Conway Cup, and sponsor and
Project Chairman Des Conway.

Runner up, Teresa Morgan with VP1 Eimear McDonnell & Des Conway.

Third prize, Rita O’Regan, with VP1 Eimear McDonnell and Des Conway.

Winner of the Connolly Cup, Matt Molloy with VP1 Eimear McDonnell & Des
Conway.

Runner up, Seamus Mannion with Eimear McDonnell & Des Conway.

Third prize, Brendan McDermott with VP1 Eimear McDonnell & Des Conway.

