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Editorial

Spring, the sweet Spring, is the year’s pleasant king;
Then blooms each thing, then maids dance in a ring,
Cold doth not sting, the pretty birds do sing,
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo!

The palm and may make country houses gay,
Lambs frisk and play, the shepherds pipe all day,
And we hear aye bids tune this merry lay,
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo!

The fields breathe sweet, the daisies kiss our feet,
Young lovers meet, old wives a-sunning sit,
In every street these tunes our ears do greet,
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo!

Spring! The sweet Spring!

Spring, Thomas Nash 1567-1601

It was an April evening, but there was no feeling of Spring about it as we gathered for our
monthly meeting at the Ardilaun Hotel. An easterly wind, coming from Siberia, had some of
those more delicate Lions (your scribe included) wondering if winter would ever end. Thankfully
we were summoned to the Aran Room for our meeting just after 8.30 pm. President Tony got
things underway by asking Lion Peter Murphy to read the code of ethics.

Elections

The meeting ratified the leadership team for the coming year, and in case you missed it, or
nodded off because, as the late John Hanlon would say, there was no necessity for votes to be
taken, and therefore the nominations became automatic.
Those who will our new officers are:
President: Pat Dennigan
V.P.1. Eimear McDonnell
V.P.2. Geraldine Mannion
Secretary Matt Molloy
Treasurer Kevin Watters



Tail Twister Yvonne Thornton
Lion Tamer John McGinley
I.P.P Tony Kavanagh
Directors Noel Meehan, Ger Hosty, Ena Brophy, Liam Greally

We wish them well in the coming year, and no doubt, all of us lesser mortals will give them our
full support.

Pat Dennigan gave us a follow up report on a hardship case brought to our attention some months
ago. A lady then living in appalling conditions had her accommodation upgraded by the
combined efforts of the Corrib Lions Club and our own club. She has now sadly passed away, of
natural causes, but lived out the last months of her life with dignity, thanks to the Lions. Well
done Pat.

Thunderous Applause! Thunderous Applause! Thunderous Applause!

Give a helping hand
And when you find Friend or Foe SMILE….
For who knows You may heal or mend a broke heart
And make your Foe a Friend

Gitanjali Ghei 1961-1977, from the Gitanjali Album, edited by Parmandara Divarkar, S.J.

Youth Ideation Project.

Lion Ena Brophy gave her report on the youth Ideation Project which, as we know from the
March meeting, was a great success. Ena has received great feedback from teachers, the
participants and also from many of the parents of the participants. Ena thanked all who helped in
the project and National University of Ireland Galway for putting their excellent facilities at our
disposal. The winning team from the Galway final will now participate in the national final
which is being held at Intel Irish Headquarters, Leixslip, Co. Kildare on 20 April 2013. The Irish
winning team will participate in an all expenses paid week long trip to Silicone Valley,
California later in the year.

Congratulations Ena on running an excellent and innovative project.

Thunderous Applause! Thunderous Applause! Thunderous Applause!

I like long walks, especially when they are taken by people who annoy me.
Anonymous



Alcohol Awareness:

Project Chairman Jim Kent reported on this project which is now operating in 9 second level
schools, of which 6 are in Galway city. This low profile but very important project is based on
peer education informing pupils on responsible approaches to alcohol. Jim complimented the 12
buddy Lions who are working with him on the project. His approach for the coming year will be
to try and encourage the six schools in Galway city not currently involved, to engage in the
project. Well done Jim and buddies, as we salute you:

Thunderous Applause! Thunderous Applause! Thunderous Applause!

Ireland never was contented...
Say you so? You are demented.
Ireland was contented when
All could use the sword and pen,
And when Tara rose so high
That her turrets split the sky,
And about her courts were seen
Liveried Angels robed in green,
Wearing, by Saint Patrick’s bounty,
Emeralds big as half a county.

Ireland, William Savage Landor, 1775-1864

Trabolgan Holiday

Project Chairman Tom Burke is still looking for suitable people who might benefit from the
holiday break in Trabolgan. If you know someone who may benefit, give Tom a ring at 086
2601760. Tom will also be looking for Lion volunteers to accompany our guests. The project
runs from 7th to 14th June 2013. Tom particularly encouraged Lions who have not been to
Trabolgan to volunteer.

Connolly / Conway Cups (1)

Des Conway again guaranteed that there would be no rain on 12th April, and reminded golfers to
come with a prize in hand so that none will be disappointed. How does anyone in Ireland get
away with promising “no rain”? Saint Des, we look at your connection with the rain gods with
admiration!!

Golf Classic:

For more serious golfers, Peter Murphy confirmed that arrangements are in place for a Golf
Classic at Galway Golf Club on Thursday 18th July. The event carries generous sponsorship
from Ulster Bank. The entry fee is €200 per team and booking may be made by phone to Peter at
087 6376576 or to John McGinley at 087 2885585.



Flag Day:

Sean Mannion confirmed that a permit has been obtained for a flag day in Shop Street, Galway
on Saturday 15th June 2013. He will be looking for volunteers at the May meeting.
Meanwhile, we were encouraged to keep up the sales of the tickets for our fundraising raffle. The
draw will take place at the May meeting.

An old man going a lone highway,
Came, at the evening cold and gray,
To a chasm vast and deep and wide.
Through which was flowing a sullen tide
The old man crossed in the twilight dim,
The sullen stream had no fear for him;
But he turned when safe on the other side
And built a bridge to span the tide.

“Old man”, said a fellow pilgrim near,
“You are wasting your strength with building here;
Your journey will end with the ending day,
You will never again pass this way;
You’ve crossed the chasm, deep and wide,
Why build this bridge at evening tide?”

The builder lifted his old grey head;
“Good friend, in the path I have come”, he said,
“There followed after me today
A youth whose feet must pass this way,
This chasm that has been naught to me
To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be;
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim;
Good friend, I am building this bridge for him”.

The Bridge Builder, Will Allen Dromgoole, 1860-1934

Connolly and Conway Cups (2)

He said the day would be dry, his record speaks for itself, fantastic is the only superlative that is
appropriate; our dear Project Chairman Des Conway is mister consistent. Eleven brave souls,
including two ladies, tackled the challenging Athenry Golf Course.

This year, alas, many could not make it to the Mecca of Lionistic Golf, not sure whether courage
failed some, as Tom O’Connor’s chipping and putting regime had gained renown, and he
delivered on the day.



President Tony, with his dazzling daughters and son Denis came to do the honours. Everyone had
to bring a prize, such an intriguing range of wines were on display, which reflected well on the
discerning taste of the Lions!!

A new name on the Connolly Cup announced Project Chairman Des as Tom O’Connor clasped
the cup to his bosom. Tina McDermott claimed the Conway Cup narrowly ahead of Rita
O’Regan. A nice touch to the day, as P.C. Des asked all present for a moments reflection for the
memory of our past Bulletin Editor, John Hanlon.

All present thanked P.C. Des for an enjoyable day as they burst into:

Thunderous Applause! Thunderous Applause! Thunderous Applause!
Dan Griffin

The Italian Connection

Angelo Pizzi, president of the Lions Club (Colorno La Reggia – also referred to by Angelo as
Parma) wrote to the Galway Lions Club on 17 May 2010, expressing interest in twinning with
our Galway Club. The Club’s Charter date is 29 November 2009 and was sponsored by the
Clubs of Borgo Val di Taro and Bardi Val Ceno.

The Municipality of Colorno, population 8,500 at the last count, is about 15km from Parma
which is a regional capital – 177,000 inhabitants; a University city and all the traditions of an
Italian city tracing its roots to the Bronze Age. In modern times, it is famous for its Ham and
Cheese, so highly priced that the tradition is that banks kept the ham in their cellars as security
for the loans they gave the farmers. In musical terms, the birthplace of Giuseppi Verdi is just
outside the city, which also claims Arturo Toscanini as one of its sons.

There are 5 Lions Clubs, of varying vintages, in the City of Parma.

Originally the plan of the group visiting from Colorno Lions Club was to travel in spring of last
year (2012), but in fact the visit will take place now from 1st to 4th June 2013. Unfortunately the
visitors will miss the regular Club meeting on 10th June.

Lion President Angelo and his wife (also a Lion) have been in Galway many times, and have an
affection for the city.

The party will be made up of 4 couples, all Lions, and includes
Angelo Pizzi, president,
Maria Antonietta Lamoure, vice-president,
Patrizia Gualerzi, secretary,
and also a past District Governor.



They land in Shannon, and will depart from Dublin. During their stay in Galway they plan to go
to the Burren and to the Aran islands. They have arranged to stay in Jurys.

Pat Connolly and Jim Kent have offered to meet them during their visit to Galway.

Frank Conlan

Editor’s Note:
When Galway City twinned with Lorient in 1975, a number of Galway Lions travelled to Lorient
and met with members of Lorient Lions Club. In 2010, to celebrate 35 years of twinning, the
Chairman of Galway’s twinning committee, Michael Healy (charter member, former President
and retired Lion) invited Galway Lions Club members to join a twinning committee visit to
Lorient. Frank and Patricia Conlan and Rosemary and myself joined the Mayor of Galway, Cllr.
Declan McDonnell and about 50 other guests for a few very enjoyable days, including a meeting
with Lorient Lions Club.
In 1993, we formally twinned with Siracuse Lions Club in Sicily and a group of 40 members and
their partners came to Galway and among other things, attended our 21st Charter Dinner!

I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;

A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

A tree that may in Summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;

Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.

Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

Trees. Joyce Kilmer 1886-1918



Rotary Visit

A novel idea from P.D.G. Pat Connolly. He told us at the April meeting that Jackie Cunningham
of Salthill Rotary Club is Rotary District Governor this year. He suggested that we honour his
position by inviting him to one of our meetings. We look forward to his visit.

Sympathy:

Our sympathy is extended to Lion Brian Fahy on the recent death of his mother Mary Fahy.

May she rest in peace.

May meeting:

Location: Ardilaun Hotel

Date: Monday 13th May 2013.

Time: Directors 8.00p.m.

All Lions 8.30p.m.



Recent Lions Club Photos: Ideation Camp

Ideation Camp chairperson – Ena Brophy

Attending Lions



Frank Conlan and Ena packing kits for students

Claire Sheridan, Tony Royliston and Sean Mannion



Des Conway and PDG Pat Connolly

Baily Allen Hall – Team Tables



Teams Getting Ready

Judging Panel – Prof Gerry Lyons, Dean of Engineering, Dr John Breslin and Pres Tony



The Winners with Liam Bluett, Corrib Lions and Pres Tony

The runner-up team with Liam Bluett and Pres Tony


