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Editorial

Rumbustious (Adj); boisterous, unruly, disorderly, exuberant, obstreperous.
Collins Dictionary

Rumbustious – great word, isn’t it – is the only way to describe the gathering for the
March meeting of the Galway Lions. Whether it was the 8-minute delay beforehand
or the warm, stuffy room, there’s no doubt President Seamus had some difficulty in
getting his pride to settle down. And, God knows, we had a very heavy agenda to get
through. Our esteemed president once again displayed his chairmanship skills in
having all the business concluded within an hour and 20 minutes, no mean feat given
the range of topics, projects, photo shoots and speechifying that took place. Oh, he’s
as sure footed as Lionel Messi and just as deadly in his finishing is our president.
We’ll miss him when he’s gone!

Wild Swans

I looked in my heart while the wild swans went over.
And what did I see I had not seen before?
Only a question less or a question more;
Nothing to match the flight of wild birds flying.
Tiresome heart, forever living and dying,
House without air, I leave you and lock your door.
Wild swans, come over the town, come over
The town again, trailing your legs and crying!

Edna St. Vincent Millay 1892 – 1950

While wild and not so wild swans are a feature in our city some of the Galway Lions
could usefully imitate the gracious and stately demeanour of these beautiful creatures.
Suffice to say that the Tail Twister was extremely busy fining left, right and centre
(including one outrageously unfair and embarrassing forfeit on yours truly) and even
produced a yellow card for a particularly vocal lion who shall remain nameless but if
he doesn’t watch his step he’ll be persona non grata in Galway 4!

Notwithstanding the occasional quips and general air of rowdiness there was much to
admire at last months meeting. President Seamus led a tumultuous round of
thunderous applause for I.P.P. Noel on his award in recognition of his feats in
membership retention. And we had other feathers in our cap to celebrate. Once again
Galway Lions Club won the Scrap Book and Bulletin awards. Is there no end to the
talents of these outstanding lions? Don’t answer. In the meantime we can all bask in
our success.

Come My Cantilations

Come my cantilations,
Let us dump our hatreds into one bunch and be done with them,



Hot sun, clear water, fresh wind,
Let me be free of pavements,
Let me be free of the printers.
Let come beautiful people
Wearing raw silk of good colour,
Let come the graceful speakers,
Let come the ready wit,
Lat come the gay of manner, the insolent and the exulting.
We speak of burnished lakes,
And of dry air, as clear as metal.

Ezra Pound 1885 – 1972

This could be in praise of the Galway Lions and while we have many fine singers in
our club I doubt if any of them can sing cantilations (Jewish chants of the Scriptures)
but then again maybe our Baroque star would correct me. Do you recognise the dressy
members, the ready wits, the graceful speakers, the insolent and exulting beautiful
people? Come on, you see/hear them every month. Don’t be churlish!

Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.
Alexander Pope 1688 – 1744

PROJECTS

Environment

And so it came to pass. I told you all P/C Ml Murray was tenacious. But having found
and faced his contact in City Hall Lion Michael wisely decided he didn’t need the
bureaucratic grief and is doing his own thing. This project was launched with a tree
planting photo shoot in the grounds of the Ardilaun. On hand to plant a sapling (a
rowan which, we were promised, would have glowing red berries in full flow by Race
Week) was President Seamus, Lion John Ryan (GM of the Ardilaun) and sundry other
lions. Lion Michael is in negotiations with Moneenageesha Community College
where 100 young trees and shrubs will be planted. So this project is up and running
and consequently you should be upstanding as we salute P/C Michael and his
lumberjacks with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

Abuse a man unjustly, and you will make friends for him.

Edgar Watson Howe 1853 - 1937

Community College

In the absence of P/C Pat Connolly Lion Matt Molloy reported on progress to date.
You will recall school authorities were anxious to start some programme, which
would involve those kids currently outside all school activity. Renovation of the
pupils’ canteen is to be undertaken by the pupils themselves. The possibility of



celebrities or sports stars addressing the kids at this location is being investigated.
This might be a way of engendering some sense of pride in the college for these
young people. Let’s give Lion Matt and the team our full support in their endeavours.

Home wasn’t built in day.
Jane Ace 1897 – 1974

Gerry Kennedy

You will recall from last month’s bulletin that Gerry Kennedy had the launch of his
CD on 7th February. Tickets were sold for this event, which was a resounding success.
Gerry came along to the March meeting as IPP Noel’s guest. The proceeds raised on
the night were very kindly donated in their entirety by Gerry to the Galway Lions.
Gerry handed over a cheque for €5,700 – a magnificent gesture. Gerry spoke with
feeling about the lions. His brother was President of the Birr club some years back
and between him and his good friend Lion Noel, Gerry has deep admiration for what
the Galway Lions do. Hopefully we might inveigle Gerry to join us. In any event to
honour his outstanding generosity let’s repeat the ovation Gerry received at the March
meeting with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

The difference between perseverance and obstinacy is that one often comes from a
strong will, and the other from a strong won’t.

Henry Ward Beecher 1813 - 1887

Teapot Theatre

The Galway Lions Club’s favourite theatre company, the Blue Teapot Theatre
Company, participated in the St. Patrick’s Day parade. The theme of their float was
the clean up of the world by the special members of this special group. Characters
such as King Litter and Toxic Waste were portrayed with gusto. The talented Petal
Pilley, a former member of Macnas and Footsbarn Traveling Theatre Company,
directed the presentation. We are indebted to the Ulster Bank who co-sponsored this
project with our club. To all concerned who did us so proud – let’s hear it:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

I didn’t like the play, but then I saw it under adverse conditions – the curtain was up.
Grouch Marx 1890 – 1977

40th Bash

The buzz in the Ardilaun foyer was magical as the great and good gathered to
celebrate 40 years of the Galway Lions Club. Many old faces came, new friendships
were made, reminiscences of old projects recalled and good humour bounced off the
wall. The atmosphere was vibrant as the discreet playing of the two musicians ebbed
and flowed. President Seamus and Ann did the club proud as they welcomed our
guests which included the Mayor and Bishop of Galway, District Officers of 105I and



lions from clubs sponsored by Galway. The style was brilliant and the ladies didn’t
look too bad either! Many representatives of organisations who have benefited from
the Galway club attended and the whole affair was superbly managed by MC Colm
Feeney. The meal was excellent as Lion John Ryan (doubling up as Ardilaun GM)
and his staff pulled out all the stops.

The raffle held during the meal was an outstanding success generating some €2k.
Hats off to Lion Matt Molloy and his hard working sales crew. The Mayor was
gracious in her speech pointing out the significant impact the lions had on our city and
the range of activities undertaken by the club. The praise continued as DG Sean
Stanford addressed the assembly. For the Galway Lions it was a nice warm feeling to
be aware of the standing of our club in the city and District 105I.

A special feature of the occasion was the visual display of photos culled from various
past presidents’ scrapbooks going back nearly 40 years. Wry smiles were exchanged
when prominent lions were viewed as strapping youths in their halcyon days. For
others it was nostalgic to behold some of those who have gone before us having
blazed the trail and established our reputation.

The West Coast Big Band provided musical entertainment and tempted us onto the
floor where, no doubt, we made a right spectacle of ourselves. Suffice to say old limbs
were awakened, age flew out the door, it was great fun but the muscles protested
loudly the next day. And to cap off a great evening special plaques commemorating
40 years service were presented to Lions Dan Griffin, Brendan Guerin and Gerry
Molloy. President Seamus rightly extolled the virtues of Lion Padraig Bree (in Spain,
again? I don’t believe you) and his hard working committee so let’s hear it for them
all with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

DG
Editor’s Note: Just my luck, to miss the event of the decade as I was out of the
country. I’m mad jealous!

No good deed ever goes unpunished.
Thomas Brooks 1608 – 1680

APRIL MEETING

Date: 16th April 2012

Venue: Ardilaun

Full Shillings: 8.00 p. m.

Half Wits: 8.30 p. m.



Recent Photographs

40th Celebration Dinner

Peter Flanagan, Helen Royliston, Michael and Maureen Mooney

Celia Connelly, Marie Casburn and Veron Flanagan

Dan Griffin, John McGinley and Tom Hogan



Roy Thompson, Philip Casburn and Jim Kelly

Pauline Griffin, Bernie Carr, Evelyn and Des Conway

Project Chairman Padraig Bree with Eamon Howley



Pat Dennigan, VP1 Tony Kavanagh and friend

Rose Kavanagh with Fiona Dennigan



Tony and Helen Royliston

Pres Seamus, MC Colm Feeney and District Governor Sean Stanford



Carmel and Terry Crosbie

Tom and Mary Burke



Noel and Suzanne Meehan with friends

Maggie and John Ryan

Pres Seamus, John Ryan, Mayor Cllr Hildegard Naughton, PC Padraig Bree



Sean, Clare and Ger Hosty

Past presidents – Tom Kenny and Ger O’Maille

Tom and Noreen Joyce with friends



Pres Loughrea Lions Club with PDG Pat Connolly

Tina McDermott with Pauline Bree



Anne and Sean Mannion with Mary and Dermot Lyons

Dympna and Matt Molloy Jim Cahill and Admirer !

Brendan Guerin, Daughter/Son in Law and Gerry Molloy



Frank Kineen, Tony Royliston and Paddy Doyle

Pres Seamus with Anne and Ger Staunton

Rosaleen and Colm Feeney and friends


