
The
Galway Lion

Bulletin November 2011 – Edited by John Hanlon

Editorial

Oh me! Oh my! We had lots of excitement at our October meeting, what with health
bulletins, so many dates of activities to remember from now until Christmas and
matters rounded off with a presentation from Hand in Hand, the children’s cancer
charity for the West.

Let’s cut to the chase. The Good News is President Seamus welcomed back Lion
Peter Flanagan from the operating table after his encounter with the surgeon and Lion
Peter looked remarkably fit and rarin’ to go.

And so to our redoubtable Bulletin Editor John Hanlon, who arrived at the meeting
with his right wrist in dramatic (!) plaster put together with loving care by the medical
staff of the local hospital in Lanzarote. The tale of tripping, spinning and crashing was
captured in the free flowing commentary of our Editor. The screams of alarm echoing
around the swimming pool as our hero hit the concrete, bones in wrist snapping (he
definitely heard the crack – we did too), as the horror of the scene unfolded!

Five weeks, he was told, before the wrist escapes the plaster – oh my! Five weeks of
tender, loving care to be indulged in as Mary, family, friends and neighbours smother
our dear Editor with the consideration he truly deserves. The real good news is he
should be fit to participate in our Christmas Collections campaign! All that’s left to
say from staff in the Bulletin is that your wrist may never fall off and that the inserted
pins may never lack 3 in 1 oil!

Lion Frank Conlan has had correspondence from President Angelo Pizzi of the
Colorno La Reggia club in Italy and they are gloriously excited to twin with Galway.
After Christmas, says Lion Frank, before we cut the piazza or some such, we’ll have
plenty to chew on before any decision is made. And where, you might ask, is
Colorno? Well dear lion, it’s not far from Parma (10 miles) and Parma is 80 miles
south east of Milan. Crystal clear, I hope.

President Seamus read out a letter of resignation from Past President John Kelleher
who regretted due to ill health he was retiring from our Club. Lion John joined in
1976 and was president in 1991-92. President Seamus paid tribute to Lion John on
behalf of the members and will write an appropriate letter expressing our gratitude for
his contribution down the years.

Proclamation



The governor will give
Homeless people sleeping bags,
Let them stay the night

On windswept porticos
Outside his buildings
Instead of your doorstep.

I am talking to myself
With empty rooms
I cannot bear to live in.

Stuart Dischell 1954 –

Food for thought for us lions? – Ed.

PROJECTS

Town Hall Event

“All is ready, Acts signed up” Lion Frank Kinneen standing in for P/C Brendan
McDermott informed us. Lion Frank is very keen to ensure that all the tickets for seats
are distributed to Senior Citizens who will enjoy a great night out. Wednesday 2nd

November is the date for your diaries. Venue is the Town Hall @ 8.00 pm. See you
there!

The only way to entertain some folks is to listen to them.
Kin Hubbard 1868 - 1930

Remembrance Mass

P/C Teresa Morgan informed us that on Tuesday 22nd November Fr. Michael
Brennan, P.P. Lettermore, will celebrate Mass for deceased lions and their families in
St. Enda’s College at 7.30 pm. Lion Teresa is looking forward to a big turnout of
lions for this special occasion.

When I was younger, I could remember anything, whether it had happened or not.
Mark Twain 1835 –1910

Radio Auction Launch

In the absence of P/C Pat Dennigan Lion Tony Kavanagh informed us that the Radio
Auction will be launched Monday 21st November on the Keith Finnegan Show. The
Auction Committee are seeking new companies to sponsor items to the value of €500-
to bring extra impact to this event. This is a major challenge. New items secured so
far include; 2 season tickets to the Eye Cinema for the remainder of the Opera and
Ballet sessions being performed live; Garden Centre vouchers for Spring plants and
trees; ipods, phones, cookers, microwaves and fridges; Garden Landscape voucher
value €500 and coupons for Sun holiday; Building voucher for €500; Cruise holiday



voucher for €500. So as you can see Lion Pat and his crew have been busy but the
members – you and me – must produce more goodies if this venture is to succeed.

A perpetual holiday is a good working definition of hell.
George Bernard Shaw 1856 – 1950

Alcohol Awareness

P/C Jim Kent has contacted 12 schools and 9 have nominated a teacher to attend the
Tacade training programme held 18th October. These teachers will in turn introduce
the concept of Peer Education to their Transition Year students i.e. the 15/16 age
group. They will be trained to appreciate a sense of the wider community and most
importantly inform their approach to not just alcohol but also self-esteem and self-
confidence. The Peer Educators in turn will target first year students, i.e. 12/13 year
olds, a group that often have misconceptions about alcohol and can be very influenced
by the media.

Initially, the training is teacher led drawing on the resource material from Tacade, but
quickly changes to discussion and research by the Peer Educators as they prepare their
class material. While the teacher is always present for these classes, the material is
presented by the Peer Educators.

This programme is in it’s 6th year as a project in District 105I. Lion Jim Kent is to be
commended on his enthusiastic launch of the project for Galway Lions Club so up off
your chair and let’s hear it for P/C Jim with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE!THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

Editor’s Note
Lion Jim has invented a new sport – Aquatic Golf. Ask him!

We were to do more business after dinner; but after dinner is after dinner – an old
saying and true ‘much drinking, little thinking’.

Jonathan Swift 1667 – 1745

Club Socials

Next year we will be celebrating 40 years of the formation of the Galway Lions Club.
This is a big deal, 40 years comes only once, and we should put modesty aside, stick
out our collective chests, beat the drum and celebrate. As of the October meeting no
date has been fixed to mark this milestone for our club. We hope the DG and our
Mayor will be in attendance. These people have busy diaries that are booked well in
advance so we need to decide on a date at the November meeting.

We need to identify Past Presidents and establish their current locations. We need to
compile a list of clubs sponsored by us. We need to agree a format for the big night.
Many sub committees will be required to undertake these tasks. So we need to get
cracking!



We have a good story to tell of past achievements and service rendered to the local
community. Local press and radio should be utilised to this end. Ongoing recruitment
of new members should always be a priority and this is a golden opportunity to
advertise our great motto “We Serve”. Broadcasting our aims and aspirations together
with our track record to other sporting and social clubs should be considered.
So Fellow Lions, let’s have your views at the November meeting.

Immature poets imitate; mature poets steal.
Philip Massinger 1583 – 1640

Getting to Know You

Eamonn Howley

Tony Royliston

Our latest recruit is a true blue
Galway City boy who grew up in The
West and was nominated by IPP Noel
Meehan earlier this year. Eamonn is
married to Patricia and they have 2
adult sons. Having worked with
several major retailers in Galway,
Eamonn then spent 16 years with
Digital, while studying at night at
GMIT. Eamonn set up business
called BEM Ireland Ltd in 1997,
which specialises in Event
Management. Eamonn’s hobbies are
soccer, hurling, horse racing, reading
and gardening.

Another lion nominated by the late
great John Millar, Tony joined us in
1994. A native of London he
emigrated to Canada. Having married
Helen they settled in Galway. They
have 4 adult children and 6
grandchildren. Tony is the retired
Founder Director of Europa Gen
Insurance Co. He has chaired many
projects including Alcohol
Awareness and Trabolgan. Tony’s
hobbies include golf and reading.



John Ryan

Kevin Watters

THIS CONCLUDES THIS EXERCISE.

Hand in Hand

We had a presentation, after a very full meeting, from Tom Jinks and Jennifer
Carpenter of Hand in Hand, which supports families down the western seaboard from
Donegal to Limerick through childhood cancer. They engage professional service
suppliers to provide
Support with childcare
Domestic cleaning service
Household laundry
Meal delivery
By availing of these services, families find they have more precious time to care for
their ill child. Thus parents get peace of mind that their children are getting the best
attention leaving one parent free to continue working throughout treatment and
affording hard pressed mothers and fathers a well earned break once in a while. Hand
in Hand’s budget is €150k p.a. Grant aid provides 50% leaving a shortfall of €75k.

A scion of the prominent Galway
business family, John was nominated
by Brendan Guerin and joined us in
2000. John is married to Maggie and
they have 4 girls. Trained in Shannon,
John worked in Switzerland and
London before taking over as manager
of the Ardilaun. Hobbies include golf
and rugby.

A native of Donegal, Kevin joined us
in 1979. Married to Marion they have
3 adult children. Kevin is a faithful
lion for all those years chairing many
projects, serving as Director, Sec and
Treasurer before becoming President
in 1995-96. Kevin is a career banker
with AIB Finance and Leasing.



This has to be fund raised, hence their appeal to us. Those lions present had many
questions and were most impressed with this organisation’s efforts. The need is great.
Hopefully we can do something to help early in the New Year.

The Horrid Voice of Science

“There’s machinery in the butterfly;
There’s a mainspring to the bee;
There’s hydraulics to a daisy’
And contraptions to a tree.

‘If we could see the birdie
That makes the chirping sound
With x-ray, scientific eyes,
We could see the wheels go round.”

And I hope all men
Who think like this
Will soon lie
Underground.

Vachel Lindsay 1879 – 1931

Sympathy

Our sympathies are extended to Fiona Dennigan, wife of Lion Pat, on the recent death
of her mother Mary Staunton R.I.P.

Our sympathies also go to Lion Frank Kinneen on the death of his father John R.I.P.
This is a particularly sad time for Frank who also lost his mother earlier in 2011.

Congratulations

Congrats to Lion Michael and Margaret Murray on the safe birth of grandson Henry.

Congrats also to Past President Richard Hughes on winning the President’s Prize at
Barna GC. Good to see the older generation of the Hughes clan featuring!

Editor’s Thanks

As everybody probably knows by now I was recently rendered temporarily incapable
(and I promise no more graphic descriptions of my little accident!) of writing. Who
stepped into the breach? Who else but the ever reliable, the great Melvin Jones Fellow
the first, the one and only - Lion Dan Griffin. What can I say? Just a humble “Thank
You”. Danny you’re a treasure. I hope the club has you well insured.

My thanks also to Lion Geraldine and Martin Mannion who drove the injured party
and spouse from Shannon to our door, on return from holiday, which was much
appreciated.



If a friend is in trouble, don’t annoy him by asking if there is anything you can do.
Think up something appropriate and do it.

Edgar Watson Howe 1853 – 1937

NOVEMBER MEETING

Date: 14th November 2011

Venue: Ardilaun

Officer Corps; 8.00 p. m.

Raw Recruits; 8.30 p. m.

Some Recent Lions Club Photographs

President Seamus welcoming new Lion Eamonn Howley



Alcohol awareness meeting:
Jim Kent -PC, Frank O’Donoghue, District Officer and Pres Seamus



Pres Seamus, Jim Kent PC, Michelle Whelan, Pres Corrib Lions and Jim Cahill

Tony Kavanagh with Dermot O’Connell

Des Conway, Sean Mannion and John Flannery



Colm Feeney, Matt Molloy and Tony Kavanagh

District Officer, Frank O’Donoghue, addresses the meeting




