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Editorial

Lovliest of trees, the cherry now
Is hung with bloom along the bough
And stands about the woodland drive
Wearing white for Eastertide.

Now, of my threescore years and ten,
Twenty will not come again,
And take from seventy springs a score
It only leaves me fifty more.

And since to look at things in bloom
Fifty springs are little room,
About the woodlands I will go
To see the cherry hung with snow. A.E.Houseman 1859-1936

Those beautiful lines were composed in 1896. It must have been a severe Easter that
year to have snow on the cherry tree. Or maybe the white bloom is being
metaphorically described as snow. You see the lovely cherry tree outside my
window is all in pink and all the more spectacular for that. And if I thought I only had
three score years and ten then I would be very sad as I would not have much more
time to enjoy said cherry tree. Thank God for medical progress!

I love a good election, don’t you? It’s the best entertainment out. At General Elections
I sit up all night watching TV to see where the transfers go, who gets eliminated first,
how the surpluses are distributed and who forfeits their deposit.

The election of officers at the April meeting of the Galway Lions Club was a dismal
affair. Horror of horrors there was no contest. What a letdown! Now I didn’t expect to
see President Noel dragged kicking and screaming form his bunker a la President
Laurent Gbagbo (you know, the guy in Ivory Coast). Lion Noel is too much of a
gentleman. And it probably would be a bit unseemly to have a vote for the presidency.
But no vote for the Directors? In a club as big as ours? We could do with a bit more
ambition among our newer members. Don’t be shy! Put your self forward and lets
have a real election next year.

In the meantime, heartiest congratulations to the chosen few, especially incoming
President Seamus Staed. Our club is in good hands. And President Noel informed us



of his upcoming African safari to Zambia (no, not Ivory Coast) to donate his three
weeks voluntary work with Vision Aid. President Noel continues to lead by example,
truly an inspiration to all the Galway Lions. And just to demonstrate that the Galway
Lions have something special in their genes we heard Secretary Eimear read out an
email from Lion Mairead McNulty from Calcutta where she is on voluntary duty and
sent her best wishes to all the members. We look forward to her safe return to us in
the autumn.

Our newest recruits, Eamon Howley and John Flannery, were in attendance and we
hope to have them both inducted at the May meeting. I hope they were suitably
impressed when President Noel started the meeting three minutes early, surely an all
time record in the annals of the Galway Lions.

Old Age

Old age is not so bad when you consider the alternatives.
Maurice Chevalier 1888-1972

PROJECTS

Connolly/Conway Cups

For the benefit of those decrepit old lions who are not yet on line and who are easily
confused Lion Des Conway has reminded us all that the above competitions will be
held on: FRIDAY 13th MAY 2011. Don’t say you weren’t told!

Memory

The best way to remember your wife’s birthday is to forget it once.
Joseph E. Cossman

Handover Night

Flushed with success (the Christmas Social and the Gala night – remember?) the
Social Committee has announced the next big thing is the Handover Night. This will
be held on Monday 13th June (after the June meeting) and while this clashes with
Trabolgan it can’t be held any other date as President Noel will be out of the country.
So unless you are on duty in Trabolgan you have no excuse not to be present at what
will be a brilliant night.

Parties

At every party there are two kinds of people – those who want to go home and those
who don’t. The trouble is, they are usually married to each other.

Ann Landers 1918-2003

Sponsored Walk



P/C Matt Molloy brought us up to date with his committee’s efforts with this
mammoth project. The committee has come up with a back to school fund for needy
children as the designated charity. The rather clever and catchy title is Siúl 4 School.
Considerable discussion ensued as to how the proceeds would be administered and
who should benefit and what criteria would be used. The dangers and opportunities
were highlighted, always assuming the project was a success. Considering
participating teams have to raise €400 this is by no means a foregone conclusion and
it is evident a massive effort will be necessary if the club is to avoid coming a
cropper.
As the Boy Scouts say “Be prepared”. This will need everyone pulling together.
Politics

If you want to succeed in politics, you must keep your conscience well under control.
David Lloyd George 1863-1945

Best Wishes

Our esteemed Past District Governor Pat Connolly has recently retired from the day
job, not the Lions, thankfully. We all wish Pat and Celia many happy years of
drawing the “pinshin”.

Retirement

The role of a retired person is no longer to possess one.
Simone de Beauvoir 1908-1986

Sympathy

Our sincere sympathies are extended to Associate and Charter member Gerry Molloy
on the recent death of his wife, Mary R.I.P.

MAY MEETING

Date: 9th May 2011

Venue: Ardilaun

Old Hacks: 8.00 p. m.

Young Cubs: 8.30 p. m.



Getting to Know You

Enda Colleran

Enda is that rare bird – a Galwegian!
He joined our club in 1992 and is
famous for his witty comments that
have livened up many a meeting.
Enda is married to Joan and they
have 4 adult children. Enda is a
partner in Colleran Family Butchers.
Hobbies include horse riding and
farming.



John Duggan

Michael Gleeson

Another Galwegian John joined us in
1979 and was quickly involved in
many projects but specialised in the
Mosney (as it was in those days)
project. John is married to Ann
and they have 9 adult children. John
is very active with golf and music.

Michael is from Tipp (nobody’s
perfect) and joined the Galway club
in 1977. He has been involved in
nearly all our projects and has
chaired many. He was President in
1987/88. Married to Margaret, they
have 4 adult children and 7
grandchildren. Michael is retired
after a career in sales and is a keen
golfer and a student of hurling.



Ger Hosty

Tom Joyce

Some Recent Lions Club Photos

Galway Lions Club Awards from District – for Monthly Bulletin and Scrapbook

Yet another Galwegian. Ger is son of
former President Sean and joined in
2004 having been nominated by
Colm Feeney. Ger has served 2 terms
as Treasurer and worked on
many projects. He is married to
Claire and while he is a qualified
hotel manager he currently manages
Barons Self Storage. Hobbies
include swimming and golf.

Tom is a native of Gort, is married to
Noreen and they have 2 adult
children. Tom joined us in 1992
having been nominated by John
Hanlon. He served as Director and
Treasurer in 2007/08 and was
awarded his Melvin Jones in 2010.
Tom is currently Chairman of
Region 8 and also serves on Cabinet.
Tom has chaired most of the club’s
projects and is a career banker.



Blue Teapot St. Patrick’s Day Parade:
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