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Editorial

The opening air of jollity to the February meeting (held on St. Valentine’s Day) of the
Galway Lions Club was infectious. Two boxes of beautiful chocolates were produced
(source unknown – off the back of a lorry?). VP1 Seamus Staed read from the Code
of Ethics and off we went. Then the happy, festive spirit gradually evaporated as an
interminable raft of correspondence was ploughed through. Appeals, appeals, and
more appeals (all deserving) and while we were positive as far possible the finite
limitations of our dwindling finances were constraining.

I have been accused of ignoring the spirit of St. Valentine’s Day so here goes:

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
For the ends of Being and ideal Grace.
I love thee to the level of everybody’s
Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.

Elizabeth Browning 1806 – 1861

But Spring is upon us; the days are longer, wetter and milder. Any day now the
following will be appropriate:

I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host, of golden daffodils;
Beside the lake, beneath the tress,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

For oft, when on my couch I lie,
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

William Wordsworth 1770 – 1850

Does that remind you of your schooldays? If so, I’m afraid you’re of a certain vintage.
I doubt if many current schoolgirls or boys ever heard of Wordsworth, much less the
daffodils – more’s the pity.



Note 1: Directors are spending too much time “mulling over” serious issues.
Suggestion: Start Directors meetings at 7.30 p.m.

Note 2: Tail Twister needs a clock.
Suggestion: Anything under €10.

Note 3: Law of diminishing returns applies to Lions finances too.
Suggestion: Mind your house!

Politics (and aren’t we sick of them and the politicians)

If voting changed anything they’d abolish it.
Ken Livingston

PROJECTS

Soft Toys/ Teddy Bears (I refuse to call it “Stuffed” Toys)

A good news report for a change! That sterling lion Tony Kavanagh has worked the
oracle – again – and proudly advised his project had generated a surplus of €6.5k.
This is a fundraiser that should have been interred years ago and yet hard working
Project Chairmen like Tony won’t lie down. So let’s be having you for P/C Tony and
his crew with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

Philosophy

The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.
Edmund Burke 1729-97

Trabolgan

P/C Seamus Staed advised this year’s event would be held 10th to 17th June 2011. The
initial deposit has been paid to secure accommodation for 50 guests and 5 lions and
Lion Seamus is now sourcing suitable travellers.

Old Age

Senescence begins
And middle age ends
The day your descendents
Outnumber your friends

Ogden Nash 1902-71

Gala Night



P/C Frank Kinneen reminded us this will be held before the next club meeting i.e. 10th

March and the push is on to sell tickets (limited number). The affair will comprise an
Eastern Cuisine night at the Royal Villa restaurant in Salthill and will include a
demonstration of Chinese cooking. Tickets are €50. Let’s hope P/C Frank will have a
happy report.

Cuisine

You cannot trust people who have such bad cuisine. It is the country with the worst
food after Finland.
On the British Jacques Chirac 1932-

Breakfast Morning

P/C Tom Burke led an extensive discussion on whether or when this project should be
held this year. It was finally agreed President Noel would meet with Lion Tom and
explore possibilities.

Eating

A gentleman never eats. He breakfasts, he lunches, he dines, but he never eats!
Cole Porter 1891-1964

Sponsored Walk

P/C Matt Molloy sought members’ advice on whether this should go ahead. He had in
mind a Walkathon type of event with sponsored teams. Considerable discussion
ensued and Lion Matt intimated he would have a further meeting with his committee
and report back to the March meeting with a recommendation.

Exercise

The only exercise I take is walking behind the coffins of friends who took exercise.
Peter O Toole 1932-

Any Other Business

Lions Pat Denning and Geraldine Mannion outlined two more hardship cases.
Some €1.5k was allocated to assist. This is where the basic principles of “We Serve”
shine. This is lionism at its best, meeting local needs where the Welfare system fails.
This is where we should focus our efforts, not so much on aiding charities that already
have professional fundraisers working for them. Food for thought.

Lion Brendan McDermott related the fable of The Donkey. It’s too long to repeat
here. If you weren’t at the meeting ask someone who was. Yet again, Brendan
entertained us with a good story well told.

Football

The only thing that Norwich didn’t get was the goal that they finally got.



Jimmy Greaves 1940-

Sympathy

Our sincere sympathy is extended to Lion Matt Molloy on the recent death of his
father John R.I.P.

Getting to know you:

Pat Dennigan

Dan Griffin

Pat joined the Galway Lions in 2004 having
been nominated by then President Colm
Feeney. He has already been a Director and
Treasurer as well as serving and chairing
various projects most recently the Radio
Auction. A native of Sligo Pat is married to
Fiona (also from Sligo) and they have 3
children. Pat is a chartered accountant and
currently works with Boston Scientific. Pat’s
hobbies include coaching underage football
with Barna GAA

Dan claims he is the oldest of the elder
lemons in the club. He is a Charter Member
(1972) and was President in 1974-75. Dan
served many years as a Director, worked on
many committees, did a turn as Regional
Chairman, did time as Bulletin Editor and
still helps out, is our resident photographer
and has the distinction of being our first
Melvin Jones Fellow – awarded 1994. Dan is
married to Pauline. They have 5 adult
children and 9 grandchildren. A former G/M
of Nilands Cash & Carry, Dan is now retired.



John Hanlon

Tom Hogan

Frank Conlon

Frank is married to Patricia and while both
are Dubliners they are in Galway since 1978.
Frank has the distinction of joining the Lions
in Stuttgart in 1987 and transferred to Galway
in 1990. Frank also served as Treasurer and
Director and is former publisher of the
Bulletin. He is now retired having worked
with Udaras for many years

John was nominated by the late Tim Colleran
and joined our club in 1982. He has served on
almost all projects, chairing many of them
and was a Director, Treasurer and Secretary
before being elected President in year 1993-
94 the highlight of which was hosting the
District Convention. He also served as Zone
and Regional Chairman and was awarded his
Melvin Jones in 2001. He has been Bulletin
Editor for the past 8 years. A native of Dublin
John is married to Mary – (a Kat); they have
4 adult children and 4 grandchildren. John
retired from a career in banking in 1997 and
enjoys an occasional round of golf.

Tom is a native of Caltra, Co Galway, is
married to Rosemary and they have 3 adult
children and 2 granddaughters. Tom joined
our club in 1978 having been nominated by
Dan Griffin. Tom has held many positions in
our club as Director, Hon Treasurer and was
president in 1992 –93. He also served as
District Convention Officer, District
Secretary and Zone Chairman and was
awarded his Melvin Jones in 2000. Tom is an
accountant by trade and currently works as a
Management Consultant.



Brendan Guerin

MARCH MEETING

Date: 14th March 2011

Venue: Ardilaun

Artists: 8.00 p. m.

Barbarians: 8.30 p. m.

Honorary Life Member Brendan is also a
Charter Member and was president in 1978-
79. He is married to Phil and they have 4
adult children and 9 grandchildren. An
outstanding sportsman, he was capped for
Connacht and Ireland in rugby and still has
his daily dip at Blackrock. Brendan served on
many projects and was awarded his Melvin
Jones Fellowship in 1998. He is, as he says
himself “thank God”, a retired banker.


