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Editorial

Wasn’t May some month? The visits of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 2 and President
Obama and the state funeral of Dr. Garret FitzGerald were so uplifting. I must say
Ireland and the Irish put on a great show – a welcome change from the doom and
gloom of the past three years. Our visitors seemed to enjoy themselves and they
certainly managed to charm us. I think we surprised ourselves with what we can do
when we put our minds to it. And while funerals are necessarily sad affairs there was
much joy in celebrating the life of Garret FitzGerald, a renaissance man as described
so eloquently by our esteemed President Mary McAleese who was outstanding in
performing her duties. It gives much cause for optimism.

Optimism: the tendency to expect the best in all things; hopefulness, confidence; the
doctrine of the ultimate triumph of good over evil.

Collins Dictionary

As a chronic pessimist I have nothing but admiration for optimists who, I believe, are
born, not made. I always see the pitfalls, the problems, and the downside. I can never
accept the philosophical doctrine that this is the best of all possible worlds.

“I don’t consider myself a pessimist. I think of a pessimist as someone who is waiting
for it to rain. And I feel soaked to the skin.”

Leonard Cohen 1934 –

No wonder I like his songs!

President Noel is definitely an optimist. He sees challenges and opportunities, not
obstacles and drawbacks. He believes the Galway Lions (all of ‘em) are just like him
and will rise to the occasion and take any project to success. He doesn’t see a bunch
of lazy has-beens or reluctant participants. “Of course we’ll take on this and it will be
a success” is his cry and so far it has worked. Maybe there is something in this
optimism business – after listening to Enda and Barack the sap is beginning to rise –
maybe I should sit down again!

And for all of you dog lovers who ever lost a pet:

Four-Feet

I have done mostly what most men do,



And pushed it out of my mind;
But I can’t forget, if I wanted to,
Four-Feet trotting behind.

Day after day, the whole day through –
Wherever my road inclined –
Four-Feet said, “I am coming with you!”
And trotted along behind.

Now I must go by some other round, -
Which I shall never find –
Somewhere that does not carry the sound
Of Four-Feet trotting behind.

Rudyard Kipling 1865 – 1936

The May meeting was graced with some guests. We had 5 students from the Hotel &
Catering faculty of the GMIT with their lecturer Mary Healy. These wonderful young
people maintained the great tradition established by their predecessors and fund raised
last December/January for our Christmas Food Appeal. They collected the princely
sum of €4,230 from sale of Christmas puddings and various other fun fundraising
activities. There is no doubt optimism is the name of the game and the youth for it!

Two lions from the Sligo Club – John Gallagher and Louis Whitfield – were also in
attendance. They outlined their Regional Project – the Carers’ Retreat. This is a most
worthy project. The Sligo Lions want each of the nine clubs in Region 8 to take three
places at the Retreat, which is taking place in St. Angela’s College. The idea of the
Retreat is to give carers a break from their onerous duties and give them some time
with other carers and it is taking place over the weekend 29th/30th/31st July. Galway
Lions Club has agreed to take four spots.

PROJECTS

Connolly/Conway Cups

P/C Des Conway is a proud man. For many years now he has promised, and
delivered, perfect weather for our annual trip to Athenry Golf Club. Picture his
discomfort on a cool May 13th when the wind blew and nasty showers disgorged. Lion
Des may claim some members got round without getting wet. Not so the early birds
(including this one) who were soaked, dried off, soaked again and dried off again. I
never visited so many trees and bunkers, never three putted so often and yet I’ll tog
out again next year, God willing. I must be an optimist after all.

Lion Brendan McDermott won the Connolly Cup (kindly donated by PDG Pat) for the
second time in 3 years, beating Lion Padraig Bree by one point. The Conway Cup
(kindly donated by Lion Des) was won by Pauline Bree on the back nine from Mary
Hanlon. Now you know who has the bragging rights in the Bree household for the
next year.



Some 24 lions, spouses and guests took part and all went off smoothly. And what can
we say about P/C Des? Even though he didn’t get the weather we all would have
liked, for his infectious enthusiasm, his unwavering commitment to this project and,
yes, for his enduring optimism be upstanding and deliver:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

Quite frankly, teachers are the only profession that teach our children.
George W. Bush

Pessimist

A pessimist is one who, when he has the choice of two evils, chooses both.
Oscar Wilde 1854 – 1900

Trabolgan

P/C Seamus Staed reminded us the get together for our guests will be held on Tues 7th

June in the Ardilaun and volunteer drivers are required to collect and return our
guests. You may get a phone call seeking your help. The annual trip to Trabolgan is
from Fri 10th June to Fri 17th and again volunteers are required to collect and return
our guests on those two dates. In addition, Lion Seamus needs at least 4 volunteers
each day in Trabolgan, so if you have not already indicated your willingness to help
out, you still have time to make a contribution to this wonderful project.

Bloomers

Alex Trelinski: What is the capital of Italy?
Contestant: France.
Trelinski: Try again.
Contestant: Oh, um, Benidorm.
Trelinski: Wrong, sorry, let’s try another question. In which country is the

Parthenon?
Contestant: Sorry, I don’t know.
Trelinski: Just guess a country then.
Contestant: Paris.

Late Show (BBC Midlands)

Handover Night

Yes folks it’s that time of year again when we honour outgoing President Noel and
welcome incoming President Seamus. It is appropriate that all lions make the effort to
attend and salute President Noel in recognition of his great year and the major effort
he put into steering our club over the past 12 months. So be there!

P/C Padraig Bree tells me he has a great night’s entertainment lined up. And we will
have the customary barbecue. All of this will happen after the June meeting, which
will start 30 minutes earlier than usual.



Football

Reporter: So, Gordon, in what areas do you think Middlesborough were better than
you today?

Gordon Strachan: What areas? Mainly that big green one out there………

Golf Classic

P/C Richard Hughes is looking for teams and sponsors for this year’s classic, which
will be held on Thurs 21st July at Galway Golf Club. This project has suffered in
recent times due to the ongoing recession. So the support of all members is required if
it is to survive. If each member produced just one team we would have a resounding
success. Lion John McGinley – 087-2885585 – has the time sheet and is waiting to
hear from you. So it’s over to you, boys and girls.

Golf

Question: What is your handicap?
Answer: I’m a coloured, one-eyed Jew – do I need anything else?

Sammy Davis Jnr. 1925 - 1990

Sponsored Walk

A major publicity drive is under way in connection with this event, which is taking
place 18th/19th June. P/C Matt Molloy and his heavy hitting team are busy canvassing
schools, elite walkers, sports clubs and voluntary organizations to enter teams in what
should be a great fun day’s walk. Lions will be required to help out throughout the 24
hours of the walk so dig out your tracksuit and runners and prepare to pitch in.

Fitness

The physically fit can enjoy their vices.
Lloyd Percival 1913 –1974

Visit of Eastwood Lion

Lions Tom O Connor and Dan Griffin had a meeting with Graham and Kathleen
Longley from Eastwood close to Southend on Sea. Graham is a lion on “trial” in so
far as there are 6 lions committed to forming a club in Eastwood under the guidance
of the Southend club.

Graham was well briefed as to what the Galway lions do and he was presented with
copies of the current award winning Bulletin and the Club Directory. Graham has to
recruit another 14 members before Eastwood can be confirmed as a Lions Club. Now
armed with the information received it can only be onwards and upwards for the
Eastwood lions. No one can say we didn’t do our bit for international relations. So to
Lions Tom and Dan let’s give:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE! D.G.



Annual Subscriptions

It would appear some members are forgetful and haven’t yet paid their sub. Oh shock,
horror! Treasurer Alan Murphy will be on your case if don’t get your act together and
pay up! You have been warned!

James Boswell 1740 - 1795

Sir, I have two very cogent reasons for not printing any list of subscribers; one, that I
have lost all the names; the other, that I have spent all the money.

Biography:

Every man nowadays has his disciples, and is is always Judas who writes the
biography

Oscar Wilde 1854-1900

Getting to know you

Richard Hughes

Jim Kelly

Richard is from Westport and was
nominated by Roy Thomson and
joined in 1994. He is an optometrist
and set up in Galway in 1983. He
is married to Jean and they have 3
children. Richard has also chaired
many projects and was president in
2005-06, the highlight of his year
being Galway hosting the National
Convention. Hobbies include running
& golf.

Limerick man Jim was nominated by
the late great Tim Colleran and
joined in 1979. Wed to Stephanie,
they have 5 adult children and 6
grandchildren. Jim was involved with
many projects and was president in
1989-90. He has recently retired from
his Office Supplies and Printing
business. Interests are golf and
sports.



Geraldine Mannion

Sean Mannion

JUNE MEETING

Geraldine was nominated by Tom
Burke and joined in 2002. She has
been involved with the Trabolgan
project for 16 years as she is a
qualified nurse. Geraldine is married
to Martinand they have 2 sons and 2
grandsons. A native of Connemara
Geraldine was Sec. for3 years.
Hobbies include reading & walking.

Sean (no relation to Geraldine) joined
us in 1996, having been nominated
by Padraig Bree. He has chaired
many projects and served as a
Director. Sean is a native of Co
Galway and ismarried to Anne. They
have 2 adult children and 1 teenager.
Sean retired from ACC Bank in
2009. Hobbies are coaching juvenile
hurling and golf.



Date: 13th June 2011

Venue: Ardilaun

Cynics: 7.30 p. m.

Ingénues: 8.00 p. m.

AND DON’T FORGET

IS FÉIDIR LINN !

Some Recent Lions Club Photos

Army presentation photo

Presentation of cheque to two charities by Army Lions Campus Club, Galway.
Proceeds from a’ Gun Push’ in Galway City, May 2011

L-R Lt. Justine Barry; Comet Kevin Campion; Lt. Andria Marnell; Mary Tierney;
Galway Hospice; Martin Beatty, John Paul Centre, Special needs services, Galway.
Pat Connolly Galway Lions Club; Capt. Damian Murphy; Lt. James Mulderrig.



Connolly and Conway Cup

Des Conway Richard Hughes and President Noel

Brendan McDermott won the Connolly Cup again



Pauline Bree won the Conway Cup

Tom O’Connor, Kathleen and Graham Longley Eastwood and Dan Griffin (visitors to
Galway)



GMIT students who raised €4000 for the Lions Christmas Food appeal with Pres Noel
who thanked them on behalf of the Galway Lions

Louis Whitfield (Treas) Sligo Lions Club, Pres Noel and Pres John Gallagher (Sligo
Lions) who addressed the May meeting on the weekend planned for Carers in July.
Galway Lions Club support this project.




