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Editorial

We give them back to you, O Lord,
who first gave them to us; yet
as you did not lose them in the giving,
so we do not lose them by their return.
For what is yours is ours also,
if we belong to you.
Love is unending, and the boundary
of this mortal life is but
a horizon,
and horizon is nothing save the limit of our sight.

William Penn 1624 – 1691

I am indebted to Fr. Michael Brennan, P.P. of Carraroe, who celebrated the annual
Remembrance Mass for deceased Galway lions and their families on 22nd November.
He recited the above beautiful prayer during the ceremony. I particularly love the
closing lines, which bring great consolation to the bereaved.

Research reveals the same William Penn was a founding father of “The Society of
Friends” or Quakers, as they are more commonly known. Indeed, Mr. Penn had
estates in Ireland and visited our country on more than one occasion and left his mark
in the service of Oliver Cromwell and the two King Charles’ and King James.
However, William Penn is better known for his times in the New World, which he
visited on more than one occasion. He brought such good governance and order to the
colony that it was named after him and is now known as the U.S. state of
Pennsylvania. He was, apparently, well known for his kindness to the local Indians –
all the more pity, then, that he did not show such benevolence to his Irish tenants. But
all in all, anyone who can compose such eloquent words of prayer deserves our
admiration.

There was much to admire at the November meeting of the Galway Lions as the
programme of Christmas projects was discussed in some detail. It never ceases to
amaze me where the lions get all their energy and enthusiasm year after year to
undertake such a mammoth schedule in such a short space of time. Starting with the
Supermarket Collections, through the Radio Auction, sale of Teddies, distribution of
vouchers and culminating with the Santa visits to Special Schools leaves me
breathless with wonder. All that activity packed into a mere 4 weeks? In the immortal
words of Joe E. Brown (Some Like it Hot) – zoweeee!! Let’s salute ourselves with



THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

She had lost the art of conversation, but not, unfortunately, the power of speech.
George Bernard Shaw 1856 – 1950

PROJECTS

Supermarket Collections

Two weekend collections have been completed at time of writing with one more to
go. Its early days yet to ascertain how well the collection is holding up, but it will be
difficult in the current recession to maintain previous levels. Let’s hope all the lions
have given at least 2 slots of 2½ hours each to ensure no location (or stone) was left
uncovered. And remember, smile, smile and smile again!

A smile is a curve that can set things straight.
Anonymous

Radio Auction Launch

An excellent turnout of lions was evident at Galway Bay FM for the official launch of
this year’s Auction. We had a good representation of sponsors and the occasion was
graced by the presence of long standing supporter Bishop Drennan.

This year’s Auction is being held in the Eyre Square Shopping Centre, a major
development for the Galway Lions. At the launch that consummate and professional
broadcaster, Keith Finnegan, conducted live interviews. Many photos were taken and
now all we need is a successful Auction!

This “telephone” has too many shortcomings to be seriously considered as a means
of communication. The device is inherently of no value to us.

Western Union Memo 1876

G.M.I.T.

The students are up and running, preparing Christmas puddings for sale at the
Auction. P/C John McGinley spoke in awe at the culinary skills of the youngsters
from the Catering School. A gourmet dinner for 30 (or three parties of 10) will be
auctioned on Galway Bay FM. The students are organising other fundraisers on
Campus and as you can imagine, the emphasis will be on fun.

One would be in less danger
From the wiles of the stranger
If one’s own kin and kith



Were more fun to be with.
Ogden Nash 1902 – 1971

A little sincerity is a dangerous thing, and a great deal of it is absolutely fatal.
Oscar Wilde 1854 – 1900

Alcohol Awareness

P/C Jim Kent advised us 12 schools are participating in this programme – 9 from the
city and 3 from the county. Lion Jim’s committee is providing 10 members to liaise
with the teachers in these schools. Regular contact is maintained and encouragement
and support provided. In late spring there will be a celebration when Certificates of
Participation will be presented.

This is a wonderful service project and we wish it continued success.

Alcohol is a very necessary article…It enables Parliament to do things at eleven at
night that no sane person would do at eleven in the morning.

George Bernard Shaw 1856 – 1950

Remembrance Mass

This was a most edifying night. Some 27 lions (a record?), some past lions and family
members – nearly 40 souls in all – turned up on a wild night at St. Enda’s for this
service. Our old friend Fr. Ml Brennan celebrated Mass, having gained us entry as the
college front door was locked! The ceremony was most uplifting (see Editorial) and
Lion Jim Kelly (the real P/C Teresa Morgan was unavoidably away) led the makeshift
choir with his customary flair. When he introduced us to an obscure unheard-of hymn
he performed an outstanding solo. Lion Jim later insisted the sacred music was well
known to the Limerick Confraternity whose writ, obviously, does not run to Galway!

Refreshments (tea and biscuits) were served by stalwart friends Mgt Murray and Mary
Hanlon rounding off a most enjoyable socio/religious occasion. To Lions Teresa
Morgan and Jim Kelly and the crew we proclaim with fervour;

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEWROUS
APPLAUSE!

Poetry is a religion with no hope.
Jean Cocteau 1889 – 1963

Other Business

Did I tell you the November meeting got through a huge amount of interesting
matters, not all of them projects? Get a load of this!

District 105I Magazine



Pres Seamus produced the new District magazine with copies distributed to all
present. The magazine was launched recently by Taoiseach Enda Kenny in Castlebar,
of course. Some 42 clubs were featured in the magazine, including Galway.
The magazine will appear twice yearly

Rock journalism is people who can’t write interviewing people who can’t talk for
people who can’t read.

Frank Zappa 1940 – 1993
Membership Survey

VP1 Tony Kavanagh gave a presentation on the results of the club membership
survey. Out of a total membership of 52 only 25 lions bothered to complete the
survey. Such riveting interest! Consequently, the results are hardly definitive.
Statistics and percentages while interesting nevertheless represent a minority view.
A majority of the respondents favoured attempts to attract new members, were
satisfied with our activity rate of service projects, felt we had too many fundraisers,
supported District/MD/International projects and enjoyed being a lion so we must be
doing something right.

Significantly, majority of respondents were satisfied with club performance but like
all successful clubs believe there is room for improvement. Lion Tony put a big effort
into this exercise and has rendered the club a most helpful service. So, VP1 Tony, be
upstanding while we salute you with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

Applause is the spur of noble minds, the end and aim of weak ones.
Charles Caleb Colton 1780 – 1832

40th Anniversary

Told you it was a busy meeting! Lion Colm Feeney, filling in for Lion Padraig Bree
who was away on vacation, gave us the tentative date of 24th March 2012 for this
bash. Lion Colm scared the daylights out of the assembly by suggesting an attendance
of over 300 in order to break even. When was the last time this club got that number
of punters into a Charter/Handover night? Never mind, we love a challenge!

Tickets at €50 would seem appropriate if we are to accommodate some guests.
Consequently, every lion will have to pull his weight – and not just the 25 who
usually do all the heavy lifting. Invites will be extended to You Know Who (ML D),
the DG, Charter President, Mayor of Galway, Keith Finnegan, Clonmel President
(Clonmel lions sponsored us in 1972) and maybe some others.

If we are to do this function justice it will take a huge effort and all the members need
to take it on board. Lions Padraig and Colm are well aware of the task and are
assembling a formidable team and meetings have already taken place. Watch this
space!



We read that we ought to forgive our enemies; but we do not read that we ought to
forgive our friends.

Cosimo de Medici 1389 – 1464

Welcome Home Kerrygold, sorry Tom

President Seamus welcomed Lion Tom Hogan back from his period as lion-at-large.
And so say all of us with the auction just around the corner!

And seeing as we started with a prayer, how about finishing with the following
“Grace For a Child”? Isn’t it lovely?

Here, a little child I stand,
Heaving up my either hand;
Cold as paddocks though they be,
Here I lift them up to Thee,
For a benison to fall
On our meal, and on us all. Amen

Robert Herrick 1591 – 1674

DECEMBER MEETING

Date: 5th December 2011

Venue: Ardilaun

Tycoons: 7.30 p. m.

Drones: 8.00 p. m.

PLEASE NOTE STARTING TIMES AS THE CHRISTMAS SOCIAL
FOLLOWS THE GENERAL MEETING



Some Recent Lions Club Photos

Town hall event

A full house



Tom Burke and Noel De Courcey Tina McDermott and Geraldine Mannion

John and Kay McGinley Pres Seamus and project chairman Brendan



Peace Poster

Pres Seamus with Ciara Shaughnessy winner from Scoil Eide

Pres Seamus with Lauren Breathnach who came second from Scoil Iognaid



Clare Hynes (teacher), Pres Seamus, Project Chairman Sean Mannion and Galway
Lions Club winner Ciara Shaughnessy

Lauren Breathnach with her mother Melita and Pres Seamus




