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Editorial

Happy: 1. feeling or expressing joy; pleased. 2. willing. 3. causing joy or gladness;
4. fortunate. 5. aptly expressed; appropriate. 6. slightly intoxicated.

Collins Dictionary

While there was little sign of intoxication there was definitely an air of joy about the
Ardilaun for the March meeting of the Galway Lions Club. Tail Twister Noel de
Courcey rounded up his purring pride of lions and President Noel got the meeting
under way bang on time. The general air of happiness was significantly enhanced by
TT Noel’s account of an enquiring zebra – if you weren’t there, that’s your hard luck.
Last month it was lion Brendan McDermott’s donkey. What can we expect next
month? Certainly not Lion Des Conway’s cow! When the laughter subsided and
President Noel called the meeting to order, that most distinguished of lions Dan
Griffin read from the code of ethics and off we went.

Nominations were taken for next year’s team. Now call me old fashioned but I like to
see a contest. That we had only 4 nominations for Director (with 4 vacancies) was
disappointing. However, further names can be put forward at the April meeting when
elections are to be held. So, if you feel a fellow lion would make a good director have
your nomination ready for the next meeting.

A Description of the Morning
1709

Now hardly here and there a hackney-coach
Appearing, showed the ruddy morn’s approach.
And Betty from her master’s bed had flown,
And softly stole to discompose her own;
The slip-shod ‘prentice from his master’s door
Had pared the dirt and sprinkled round the floor.
Now Moll had whirled her mop with dex’trous airs,
Prepared to scrub the entry and the stairs.

Jonathan Swift 1667-1745

The more things change, the more they remain the same! That wonderfully
descriptive poem was written over 300 years ago but didn’t feature on the syllabus
back in the fifties! However, it does prove that sex in Ireland existed before the Late
Late Show, contrary to what some would have us believe. If Swift were alive today I
have no doubt he would be a lion, such was his concern for the poor and
downtrodden. And he had a great capacity for satire, a commendable quality.



Philosophy
Love’s a disease. But curable.

Rose Macaulay 1881-1958

PROJECTS

Gala Night

Would you believe the Galway Lions are finally getting their social events right? Hot
on the heels of a successful Christmas Social that provided entertainment of a very
high quality we had a most enjoyable outing on Thursday 10th March. This was a
night of Asian food with cookery demonstration by Charlie Chan at the Royal Villa
restaurant in Salthill.

While essentially a fundraiser to meet a pledge to the Blue Teapot Theatre Co (on
which front it was, I am glad to report, a resounding success) it turned out to be a
great social occasion as well. All present were delighted with the quality of the food,
the wine (thanks to P/C Frank Kinneen who, unfortunately, was unable to attend on
the night due to a family bereavement) and the singing, which got better as the night
went on. Our enjoyment was enhanced by the presence of representatives of the
Theatre Co, one of whom spoke most graciously and sang most beautifully. Overall,
hats off to P/C Frank and lions Brendan McDermott, Colm Feeney, Tom Joyce,
Padraig Bree, Matt Molloy and Ml Murray on a great night. From now on these are
the worthies who should be put in charge of any project with a social dimension –
nothing succeeds like success! In the meantime and by way of encouragement let us
all be upstanding and salute these estimable gentlemen with

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

More Philosophy

The optimist sees the green beside the bunker; the pessimist sees the bunker beside
the green. The optimist goes and finds a bell to ring; the pessimist gives up and
wrings his hands.

Sponsored Walk

P/C Matt Molloy is a dogged and determined lion. He is holding onto this project in
the best traditions of a dog with a bone. His tenacity is to be admired. He has now
convinced the members to run (!) with a Marathon 24 hour Walk On The Prom. This
will be held on 18th/19th June and the idea is for teams of 4 to enter at €100 per
person.
This project has enormous potential but will require an all-out effort from the Galway
Lions. P/C Matt and his team will now undertake promoting the event through various
Sports Clubs, Voluntary Groups and Schools and after that it will be up to all of us to
ensure its success. No doubt, Lion Matt will keep us informed on how matters are
progressing at the April meeting. His high powered team is broken into 5 sub
committees, no less – Promotion/PR – Elite Walkers (mind them!) –



Sales/Fundraising – Schools/Families/Kids and Steering Committee. Good man Matt,
there’s enough in there to gainfully occupy all the membership!

We are ready for any unforeseen event that may or may not occur.
Geo W Bush

National Convention

Lion Tom Joyce gave a heart-rending report on the 105I Convention held in Clontarf
Castle. Our esteemed President Mary McAleese apparently gave a memorable address
(without notes) but then she had an advantage, as her sister-in-law is a lion, so she had
the inside track. It is nice to get knowing recognition from such a respected
personage.

Politics

On why he did not become a politician
I could not stand the strain of having to be right all the time.

Peter Ustinov 1921-2004

Reminder

Lion Des Conway will kill me if I don’t remind all and sundry that the Connolly &
Conway Cups will be played at Athenry GC on Friday 13th May with tee reserved
from 2.00 pm to 3.00pm. So off you go and get in some practice.

Notice From the Church Bulletin

The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on Water.
The sermon tonight: Searching for Jesus.

Sympathy

Our sincere sympathies are extended to Lion Frank Kinneen on the death of his
mother, Rita R.I.P.

Best Wishes

Associate Lion and former President Sean Hosty recently had a serious encounter
with the surgeon’s knife. We’re reliably assured Sean is making a good recovery and
we expect to see him gracing the fairways again this summer. Good man, Sean.

Medicine

A psychiatrist is a man who goes to the Folies-Bergère and looks at the audience.
Mervyn Stockwood 1913-1995

Rehab Person of the Year



Our esteemed Past District Governor Pat Connolly was one of the privileged few
selected to pay tribute to Keith Finnegan of Galway Bay FM on the occasion of
Keith’s choice as Rehab Person of the Year. PDD Pat eloquently outlined Keith’s
assistance in making the Galway Lions Radio Auction a model of excellence. All the
members are delighted at Keith being so honored and pass on to him our
congratulations and best wishes. This award is richly deserved.

Happy Birthday

Tail Twister Noel de Courcey recently celebrated a milestone birthday. I’m sure he
played for Coventry City in the 1940s which would make him 90 but he insists he has
prematurely aged and is much younger. I’ll let the members make their own
judgments. Anyway, he was saluted in song at the March birthday and I think he
blushed, but it’s hard to tell what’s behind that beard!

Old Age

When men grow virtuous in their old age, they only make a sacrifice to God of the
devil’s leavings.

Alexander Pope 1688-1744
Gala Night

The final act of this project took place at the March meeting when the draw took place
for 2 tickets for Ireland/England match at the Aviva Stadium. The lucky winner was
not present but we hope they enjoyed that wonderful experience. I believe the losers
are getting a box of England Grand Slam 2011 shirts courtesy of Nike.

Football

Ossie Ardiles was concerned that Argentina’s defence would be their “Achilles
tendon”.
David O Leary complained Aston Villa’s inability to defend set pieces was the
“Achilles heel that has been stabbing us in the back.”

Congratulations

Some lions are made of sterling quality, who fearlessly lead from the front and take
on any challenge. Others are more modest, self-deprecating and no less effective for
that.

Galway Lions Club is indeed fortunate to have 2 members who fill both the above
criteria and who received recognition at the recent District Convention and yet again
brought great distinction to our club.

I speak, of course, of Lions Dan Griffin and John Hanlon who, respectively, won the
Golden Scissors Award (scrapbook) and the Golden Comp Stick Award
(Bulletin) for 2010. So maybe, just whisper it, a modest round of:

thunderous applause! thunderous applause! thunderous applause!



APRIL MEETING

Date: 11th April 2011

Venue: Ardilaun

Heroes: 8.00 p. m.

Villains: 8.30 p. m.

Some Recent Lions Club Photos

Rehab function – aren’t we looking well



Chinese Night

Charlie Chan (proprietor demonstrating)

John Hanlon, Margaret Murray, Michael Mooney, Seamus and Ann Staed



Pat and Fiona Dennigan and friends

Dan Murphy, Suzanne Meehan, Pres Noel and Louise Hayden



Sean and Ann Mannion, Tom Burke, with Dympna and Matt Molloy

Tom O’Connor with Maura and Dermot O’Connell and Tina McDermott



John Dempsey, Colm Feeney and Cliona Dempsey

Enda and Joan Colleran with Rosemary and Tom Hogan



Gabriel and Mary Costello

Eileen and Michael Gallagher with Noreen and Tom Joyce



John and Ann Tully with Pres Noel thanking everyone
Padraig and Pauline Bree



Blue Teapot Theatre Group

Happy Birthday Noel


