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Editorial

September has come and I wake
And I think with joy how, whatever, now or in future, the system
Nothing whatever can take
The people away, there will always be people
For friends or for lovers though perhaps
The conditions of love will be changed and its vices diminished
And affection not lapse
To narrow possessiveness, jealousy founded on vanity.

Autumn Journal (1938)
Louis Mac Neice (1907 – 1963)

The bonds of friendship forged in Galway Lions Club (I’m not getting into lovers) are
a joy to us all and I have yet to see any display of jealousy since I joined back in
1982. Isn’t it wonderful? The firm, enduring friendships that we have all experienced
through our club, more than compensation and ample reward for any good the club
has done down the years.

Mind you the first thing one noticed at the top table at the July meeting, held in Inis
Aoibhinn, the impressive premises of Cancer Care West, was the change – all
changed, changed utterly, to paraphrase the great Yeats. There was sparkling new
President Noel, beaming Secretary Eimear and suitably solemn (though he
occasionally cracked a grin) Treasurer Alan.

“The new regime looks well”, said the admiring lion.
“Wait till they’ve done three months” remarked the cynical one. But he isn’t really a
cynic and was just trying to be droll and failing dismally. It’s so reassuring to feel
such confidence in our brave new team none of whom has previously held such
exalted office. While we wish them well we have no doubt President Noel and his
trusty crew will lead us onwards and upwards.

Two great sportsmen passed away in recent months, men whose exploits on the field
thrilled us with awe and men who faced adversity with great courage, fortitude and
dignity. I speak of Dermot Earley and Andy Ripley - contemporaries (both 1948 –
2010) albeit in differing football codes, Gaelic Football and Rugby. Apart from
athletic brilliance both were men of faith with an abiding belief in community
commitment.

Dermot Earley’s five points of his Plan for Life should resonate with us all.

1. Enjoy time with my family
2. Give the best to my work
3. Give back to my community



4. Spend my leisure time well
5. Make time for God in my life

While struggling with his terminal illness and confined to a wheelchair Andy Ripley
wrote these inspiring lines.

Dare we hope? We dare.
Can we hope? We can.
Should we hope? We must.
We must because
To do otherwise is to waste the most precious of gifts,
Given freely by God to all of us.
So, when we do die,
It will be with hope
And it will be easy and our hearts will not be broken.

Two wonderful men expressing uplifting aspirations that should greatly encourage us.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a nanamacha dílis.

Football

“Our inability to defend set-pieces is the Achilles heel that has been stabbing us in the
back.”

David O Leary – sometime manager of
Aston Villa

Getting To Know You - Noel Meehan

Our new president is a native of Athlone who
joined his local club in 1983 before moving to
the UK in 1986. Married to Suzanne, they have
three children. Noel is an optician (having
qualified in 1983) and is a director of
Specsavers in Galway since 1991. He joined our
club in 2002 and has been a member of Vision
Aid Overseas and has undertaken two charity
trips – India in 2008 and Ethopia in 2009. Noel
has been involved in many club projects and has
been a Director since 2003. His ascent from new
member to president has been meteoric and is
comparable to the founding fathers’ careers back
in 1972! We look forward to a great year under
Noel’s leadership.



PROJECTS

Golf Classic
The first project of the new year got off to a rocky start but having been tailored to fit
the prevailing circumstances ended a success due to P/C Dermot O Connell and his
team of Lions John McGinley, Padraig Bree, Seamus Staed, Tom Dempsey, Michael
Mooney and Michael Gleeson.
This project is a big undertaking but has shrunk for two main reasons – the recession
and the limited number of members getting teams.

This year, all the action took place over four and a half hours of tee time at Galway
G.C., a reduction of two hours over previous years. The small number of lions
involved in rounding up competing teams found the going extremely tough in the
current financial climate. If this project is to survive, greater involvement of the
membership is a prerequisite.

The day itself, July 22nd, was a very pleasant affair with good weather, great golf and
successful lions (and no, it wasn’t only lions that played). Some 21 lions helped out
on the day – a great turnout – with the inimitable Lion Noel de Courcey acting as a
starter, a fearsome sight on the first tee who would strike terror into both Shay Given
and Joe Hart, not to mention Tiger and Phil.

Lions Brendan McDermott, Richard Hughes, Pagraig Bree, Michael Mooney and
John Hanlon all won prizes although I can’t for the life of me remember the name of
the lion that featured on the winning team – for the third time! He, obviously, is
shameless. President Noel officiated at the prize giving in the clubhouse that night and
spoke eloquently of the activities of the Galway lions.

A full report at the September meeting will outline satisfactory financial outcome but
some soul searching will have to be undertaken by next year’s committee on where
we are going with this. By the way, the brazen lion that scooped the trophy for the
third time was none other than John McGinley of “ I didn’t get where I am today etc.
etc.” fame.

What? Why should I? Nobody is applauded for winning his or her own project. Oh
very well then, under protest and with much reservations

Thunderous applause! thunderous applause! thunderous applause!

Bloomers
DJ Mark: For 10 points, what is the nationality of the Pope?
Ruth, from Rowley Regis: I think I know that one. Is it Jewish?

Beacon Radio (Wolverhampton)



Youth Exchange
P/C John McGinley – yes, it’s that man again – reported 29 students from many
different countries from Eastern Europe to Alaska (from where they can see Russia!)
were entertained for one day by three Galway lions, our esteemed President Noel, P/C
John and Lion Des Conway. The youngsters, ranging in age from 17 to 21, were
brought on a walking tour of Galway City and a bus tour to Kylemore Abbey i.e. the
same as last year. Total cost was €950 and all seemed to enjoy the day.

Notice from the Church Bulletin
This evening at 7 pm there will be hymn singing in the park across from the church.
Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.

July Meeting
As already mentioned the July meeting was held in Inis Aoibhinn, the impressive
premises of Cancer Care West. This is a drop in facility for cancer sufferers where
sessions are arranged with psychologists, therapists, group workshops and various
creative art activities. Some 800 people have accessed the facility since it opened in
April.

Cancer Care West representative Ritchie Flaherty addressed the meeting. No state
funding is provided for this service and the centre is totally reliant on voluntary
funding and donations. President Noel presented a cheque from the Galway Lions to
Ritchie to

Thunderous Applause ! Thunderous Applause ! Thunderous Applause!

Any Other Business
The July meeting was held the day after the Leinster Football final. A prominent lion
and former president from Co Louth was very happy to note the absence of another
prominent lion and former president from Co Meath. It seems he was ashamed to
show his face.

Congratulations
To PDG Pat Connolly and Celia on the birth of twin grandchildren to daughter Gillian
– Ellen and Katie.

To Associate member Shane Fahy, on winning Galway Golf Club captain’s prize.

To Lion John Hanlon and Mary on the birth of Shea John to son Paul – first grandson.

Apology
Yes folks, another apology – it’s getting to be a habit! Last month when commending
the team who visited Trabolgan I omitted to mention Lion Michael Mooney from the
role of honour. Lion Michael, please forgive me!

The vast majority of our imports come from outside the country.
Geo W Bush



SEPTEMBER MEETING

Date: 6th September 2010

Venue: Ardilaun

Fresh Heads 8.00 p. m.

Old Salts 8.30 p. m.


