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Editorial

A wonderful October meeting took place under the capable stewardship of 1st VP
Seamus Staed. The door was closed on the prophets of doom and disaster. They were
barred as positive thoughts reigned supreme. Perhaps we were inspired by the
example of President Noel spending two weeks in Zambia with his Vision Aid
Overseas project.

!st VP Seamus had a long agenda to get through with eleven items, not counting
AOB. October meetings are heavy with Christmas projects. It was most impressive to
see how well prepared the various project chairmen were. We all know how
concerned the public is at what’s coming down the tracks in fiscal matters but
whatever it is the vulnerable in our community are depending on us to help them. It’s
not an option to shrug the shoulders. That’s not going to happen to the Galway Lions,
no sirree, together we will make the difference!

Tail Twister Noel de Courcey had a story for us before the meeting got underway.
The theme was moaning and an unfortunate ceiling that needed painting. It was well
told and got the message across.

We disbursed some €3k to deserving causes not to mention a pledge of €4k to the
Blue Tea Pot Company for their participation in the 2011 St. Patrick’s Day Parade. By
the time you read this edition of the Bulletin we will be launching into six projects.
It’s action time for everyone. Remember, smile and the whole world will smile with
you!

Football

“In the case of Thierry Henry’s handling of the ball…an entire nation has taken on
the role of unjustly oppressed victim – something the Irish do well, having had several
centuries of practice”.

Dominic Lawson in the Sunday Times

PROJECTS

Town Hall Concert

P/C Brendan McDermott confirms (diaries out) Wed 17th Nov for the big night of
entertainment for our Senior Citizens in the Town Hall. He has the tickets and he



wants a full house. Tickets are also available through the Town Hall and other local
organisations. Lion Brendan needs lions to assist our guests to their seats and avail of
the finger food and refreshments. Don’t let him down.

Bloomers

University Challenge
Bamber Gasgiogne: What was Gandhi’s first name?
Contestant: Goosey?

Remembrance Mass

Tues 16th Nov at St.Enda’s College at 8.00 pm. Fr. Ml Brennan PP makes this a
special occasion. P/C Jim Kelly, who doubles up as choirmaster, requests the pleasure
of your company. Families of deceased lions love to meet us and share memories.

Notice from the Church Bulletin

Potluck supper Sunday at 5.00 pm – prayer and medication to follow.

Peace Poster

P/C Sean Mannion reported two schools, Scoil Ignáid and Scoil Īde, are participating
this year. Lion Sean has lined up former lion and past president Tom Kenny as judge
and the winner will go forward to the District Final mid November.

Alcohol Awareness

P/C Tom Hogan outlined the draft terms of reference for the Alcohol Awareness
Feasibility Study and what practical steps our club can take to reduce the harmful
effects of alcohol in our community. Tom gave the meeting some statistics of the
country’s consumption and they are frightening.

Over half (4 in 10 women and 7 in 10 men) of Irish drinkers have a harmful pattern of
drinking. The average consumption by every person over 15 years of age in 2008 was
12.4 litres, which equals 490 pints, or 129 bottles of wine or 46 bottles of spirits. In
Ireland we are drinking 25% more in 2008 than 1987 and 20% more than the E.U.
average.
Lion Tom proposes these terms of reference for his project.
1. Research and list the various initiatives taken by Statutory, Commercial and

Voluntary Organisations to promote responsible behaviour in alcohol
consumption.

2. Identify the various supports available in our community to assist people damaged
by alcohol related activities.

3. Determine if the Galway Lions can assist in any way any of the organisations
providing those supports.

4. Report back to the club with a proposed list of initiatives that can be taken or
projects supported.



1st VP Seamus congratulated Lion Tom, wished him and his team of lions Pat
Connolly, Richard Hughes, Jim Kent, Matt Molloy, Dermot O Connell and Yvonne
Thornton every success in their deliberations.

Benches

The pesky benches are in place with the lions logo displayed – so reported Lion John
McGinley. There was much rejoicing this long saga is now complete so let’s hear

Thunderous applause! Thunderous applause! Thunderous applause!
Radio Auction

You all received P/C Pat Dennigan’s call to arms for this most important project. This
year’s auction will be held (diaries out again) Fri 10th Dec. Lion Pat announced press
launch will be Mon 15th Nov at a venue to be arranged but probably on Keith
Finnegan’s radio show. Help is needed. Last year’s list of sponsors with lion contact
was distributed to the assembly. Also provided by the resourceful Lion Pat was last
year’s list of sponsors on the day and lion volunteers were required to contact these
good people for this year. Nine teams of club members headed by project committee
members were announced. Do you know what team you’re on? Of course you do, so
support your team leader. However, Lion Pat sounded a word of warning. Last year ⅓ 
of the proceeds garnered came via cash donations. It is unlikely this sum (€14k) will
be forthcoming this year so it is vital we all secure items that can make up any
shortfall.
A hand made rocking horse valued at €3k has been secured. Assistance is being
sought to display this item in a prominent shop window in town.

Lion Pat and his team have done the research, listed the items and sponsors, and
named the teams and all in good time. This is top class planning so let’s give our hero
some

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

Supermarket Collections

P/C Tom Joyce has circulated the collection points around town. Lion Tom provided a
listing outlining everyone’s location, date and collection times. If you can’t make it
it’s up to you to provide cover. This year we will not have Garda recruits due to
Government embargo but our intrepid P/C has been in contact with army cadets who
are studying nights at NUIG and GMIT. This new group of students is in situ and as it
is proposed to hold November club meeting in the army barracks in Renmore it is
hoped that having seen what we do the cadets will be infected by our enthusiasm and
volunteer their services with the collection. Devious chap is Lion Tom!

I never forget a face, but in your case I’ll make an exception.
Groucho Marx 1895 - 1977



Gala Night

To fund our €4k commitment to the Blue Tea Pot Company’s St. Patrick’s Day
parade props and costumes it was announced that in January we will be holding a
Gala Night. A Gala Night, you say? What’s that? For now it’s a mystery to be
savoured until all is revealed. Lion Colm Feeney will brighten our first tentative steps
into 2011 with this night of nights. We may be skint but we’re fiercely proud!

Pride

It is better to have a lion at the head of an army of sheep, than a sheep at the head of
an army of lions.

Daniel Defoe 1660 – 1731

Lions’ Brochure

P/C Yvonne Thornton is determined to have a brochure printed and distributed to
companies explaining what the Galway lions do and have accomplished. We know it
will be a top class job.

Any Other Business

Lion Tom Joyce was pleased to report that as part of the District Fund Raising for
flood relief in Pakistan, our club’s contribution financed 5,000 gallons of purified
water. A little such help can go a long way.

Sympathy

Former member Peter Prenderville, who transferred to the Killiney lions 21 years ago,
has sadly passed away. Our condolences are extended to his wife Noreen and family



Getting to Know You -

Tony Kavanagh

Noel De Courcey

Tom Burke

VP2 Tony is married to Rose and they
have 5 children – 4 girls and 1
precious boy. Tony joined our club in
2002 having been nominated by Sean
Mannion. Tony is owner/manager of
Sherry Fitzgerald Kavanagh and has
chaired many projects over the past 8
years, been a director for 5 years and
is greatly enjoying his new role.

Tail Twister Noel joined our club in
1997 having been nominated by Tom
O Connor. He is married to Anne and
they have 3 daughters and 1 son. A
native of England Noel was an
accomplished footballer in his youth
having spells with West Brom and
Coventry City. He came to Galway 42
years ago. He is now retired but does
some part time driving for the Bros of
Charity. Noel is the life and soul of
any party he attends, singing, dancing
and telling awful (!) jokes. He has
served with distinction on many
projects and been a director many
times.



Jim Cahill

Pat Dempsey

Dermot O’Connell

Director Jim joined the Letterkenny
Lions as a Charter Member in 1995.
He transferred to Galway in 1998. Jim
has chaired projects and served 2
terms as Hon Secretary before
becoming president in 2008-09. A
native of Tuam Jim is a Civil
Engineer, worked in the multinational
sector and now has an Accounting
and Business Advisory practice in
Galway. Jim is married to Ann and
they have a daughter and son. Jim is
an accomplished choral singer so
watch out for him at a theatre near
you!

Director Pat only joined our club in
2006 but already has a most
important job as publisher of the
Bulletin. Pat was born in Limerick but
came to Salthill in 1991 and is
married to Colette. They have 2
children, a boy and girl. Pat is an
engineer and currently works for
NUIG. Pat is thoroughly enjoying his
new role as a Director.

Director Dermot is married to Maura.
They have 2 daughters. Dermot is
from Athlone and works for Ulster
Bank since 1990, coming to Galway
from Dublin in 2001. He joined our
club in 2004 and has chaired several
projects and is relishing being a
Director.

Our distinguished Lion Tamer is a
native of Mayo and came to Galway
in 1960. He is married to Mary and
has 1 daughter, 3 sons and 2
grandsons. He joined our club in
1994, chaired many projects and was
president 2002-03.He is retired from a
career in sales and has been involved
in GAA matters for many years.



Politics

He knows nothing; and he thinks he knows everything. That points clearly to a
political career.

George Bernard Shaw 1856 - 1950

Thank You

The Editor extends his grateful thanks to Lion Danny Griffin for his work in covering
and reporting on the October meeting while the Ed was on holliers. Danny, you’re a
treasure!

NOVEMBER MEETING

Date: 8th November 2010

Venue; USAC building,
Renmore Barracks

Wise Elders: 8.00 p. m.

Foolish Virgins: 8.30 p. m.



Some Recent Lions Club Photos

John McGinley and one of his benches

The Plaque



Lion Tom Joyce being congratulated by Pres. Noel having joined the Melvin
Jones fellows.


