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Editorial

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s rose?
Thou art more lovely and more temperate;
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date;
Sometimes too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimmed;
And every fair from fair sometimes declines,
By chance or nature’s changing course untrimmed;
So long as man can breathe, or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

Sonnets – Wm Shakespeare
1564 – 1616

Don’t those lines still resonance with romance and beauty even after 400 years? And
while the romance might have been subdued at the April meeting there’s no doubt
there was much beauty about – especially at the top table. Was it because the DG was
in attendance that the officers of the club looked so stunning? Special hair dos and
fetching outfits – and the ladies didn’t look too bad either.

And the meeting started bang on time – the DG should come more often! There was a
reasonable turn out of lions – the usual 60% (the same crowd that do all the work).
We had happy reports of projects completed. We had plans for upcoming events
outlined. We had a stirring address form DG Jas O Sullivan. We had a presentation
from a security company. We had election results – gosh, such excitement!

Lion Dermot O Connell gave a pithy reading of the Code of Ethics and President
Yvonne took us through a hefty agenda with her customary efficiency, good humour
and productivity. The election turned out to be a bit of a damp squib as we had a late
defection resulting in an exact number of candidates for the posts to be filled. Details
are in the attached minutes and we all wish the incoming crew the very best for 2010-
2011. And new member Gabriel Costello was inducted. Welcome, Gaybo!

President Yvonne got through all of the above in a commendable hour and three
quarters. We’ll miss her when she’s gone!

Limerick
There was a young lady named Bright,
Whose speed was far faster than light;
She set out one day
In a relative way
And returned on the previous night.

Arthur Buller 1874 - 1944



PROJECTS

Flood Appeal

Lion Tom Joyce reported on how we disbursed some €14.4k in the Claregalway area,
giving €600 to some 23 families. It was sad to learn that four houses were completely
destroyed. Some discussion concerning publicity for our efforts ensued. It is only
right the Galway people who contributed should be aware of how we spent their
money. Hopefully PR officer Lion Avril Horan will deliver.

Cancer Care West Walk a.k.a. “The Chain Gang”

A lovely morning for a sponsored walk, a crowded foyer in the Salthill Hotel with tea
and biscuits served as volunteers registered. P/C Richard Hughes was pleased with the
turnout, President Yvonne, husband Tom and daughters Ciara and Roisin were
waiting for the off. Firstly, the Deputy Mayor Peter Keane spoke of his support for the
project, congratulated all who were taking part and in particular those who came
displaying the chains of office of their organizations that support Cancer Care West.
A swarm of photographers descended – flashes here, there and everywhere. Interior
shots were deemed unsatisfactory so all out onto the prom where walkers and their
families were snapped to best effect.

Then, led by President Yvonne the company set off to the Lighthouse at a brisk pace,
returned to the hotel for more tea and this time, sandwiches (presumably to revive
sore feet). Eight organizations were represented and, a great stroke, DJ Mary Fahy
added prestige to the occasion.

Cancer Care West has been supported by the Galway Lions for many years. We
sponsored a bedroom in Inis Aoibhinn, the residential facility located on the grounds
of U.C.H.G. This is used by visiting families of cancer patients who have to travel to
Galway for treatment.

President Yvonne came up with the idea of the “Chain Gang” and P/C Richard
banged on all the doors and got out the support. Now it’s up to the members to get in
the money for the May meeting. In the meantime we must all hail Lion Richard and
his team with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

D.G.

Scottish Finance

No McTavish
Was ever lavish.

Ogden Nash
1902 – 1971



Connolly/Conway Cups

How does he do it? Has he a direct line to the Man above? Is he constantly burning
candles - or incense? Does he intone a special mantra? Has he second sight? Whatever
gift Lion Des Conway has for meteorology is a well-kept secret but there is no
denying that for the past 12 years (he claims) he has delivered a fine day for the
Sporting Event of the Golfing Year in Galway.

Last April the 23rd was no different. We were blessed with a beautiful spring day. The
Athenry course was in good shape, the greens were magnificent – now if only I could
get my game in order. Hooks and slices abounded. Three putting was the norm. I even
witnessed (whisper it) two sockets! There were too many TREES, and bunkers. Too
many oaths were uttered but not, of course, in the presence of the ladies. Yet we’ll all
be back again next year when Lion Des organizes another sunny day.

One prominent lion tried to claim the ladies’ cup but was unmasked as an imposter – a
man playing off a handicap of 25! The less said the better. Others just gritted their
teeth, smiled graciously as the winners collected their prizes and resolved to get some
lessons and not make such a disgrace of themselves again.

For the record the winner of the Connolly Cup with the excellent score of 38 points
(off the back sticks) was Lion Richard Hughes – that’s what you get when you’ve just
completed a successful project (see above). And to really seal the deal Lion Richard’s
good wife Jean won the Conway Cup (score unknown). Is this the first time a husband
and wife team ran off with both trophies? Well done to the Hughes household and to
Lion Des what can we do but simper and grovel and proclaim “Dessie you’re the
greatest” as we render:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

And on the subject of golf

While teeing off
A game of golf
I may make a play for the caddy.
But if I do
I don’t follow through
‘Coz my heart belongs to Daddy.

Cole Porter
1891 – 1964

Thought for the Day

Man does not live by words alone, despite the fact that he sometimes has to eat them.

Adlai Stevenson
1900 - 1965



Environment

When does a Project Chairman get a round of thunderous applause before he
completes his project? When he’s Lion John McGinley, that’s when. I kid you not.
This club is so beguiled by the silver haired and golden tongued one (the Special
One? Certainly better than Fergie) that it dotes on and fawns on his efforts. Of course
I’m jealous. It’s so unfair. It’s all that HR training, you know. Oh but that shower
could charm the birds off a bush and even the cats would cheer.

Suffice to say Lion John is making excellent progress (according to himself) with the
City Council and our seats should be in position during the summer with plaques
proclaiming “donated by Galway Lions Club”. And for that he got thunderous
applause? For a promise? He’d make a great politician – probably worth three
pensions.

Hilarious Bloomers

Question: What is the world’s largest continent?
Contestant: The Pacific.

National Lottery (BBC1)

District Governor’s Address

We were honored to have in attendance at the April meeting DG James O Sullivan. In
the course of his address the DG kindly referred to us as the premier club in the
country and was happy to see we were maintaining our reputation for many and
varied projects and plenty of fun. The DG noted the drive home to Cork after the
meeting (who would be a DG?) would be short as he had so much to digest. He
informed us the Christmas Food Appeal yielded over €2m in the 26 counties and he
acknowledged Galway’s prominent participation. DG James was especially thankful
to former DG and our own Lion Pat Connolly with the Suicide Prevention project.

The DG also reported District 105I had colleted $180k for relief for Haiti earthquake
victims and LCIF had raised a total of $2.5m. Even more impressive is the fact that
LCIF had saved the sight of 7 million people through the ongoing international
project Sight First. Truly we belong to an extraordinary organization – ordinary
people doing amazing things”.

DG James rounded off his short address with an interesting observation. The age
profile of the lions of 105I is increasing all the time (not so much in Galway, happily)
and the DG was especially pleased to report three new Leo Clubs have been formed
this year. So there’s hope for the future of lionism in Ireland.

Introducing

New Lion Gabriel Costello is a native of Galway. He is married to Mary and they
have three adult children. Currently Lion Gabriel lectures in engineering at GMIT
having spent 20 years in industry. His interests include walking, cycling and singing –
he is a committee member of Galway Choral Association. Welcome aboard, Gabriel!



Security for the Elderly

Guest speaker Seamus Mulligan of Tele Alert (Loughrea) addressed us on the
desirability of ensuring the safety the elderly (and often disabled) who live alone and
are very vulnerable and soft targets for intruders. Devices can be installed that are
easy to use in emergencies and would give a sense of protection to those at risk.
Seamus gave us a demonstration on how these devices work. The additional good
news is these are fully grant aided by the State. And while there is an annual charge
payable by the individual, the cost at €80 is quite modest. A number of lions present
confirmed the devices are an excellent deterrent and give great comfort to the elderly.

Dates to Remember

Breakfast Morning 30th May

Trabolgan Get-together 8th June

Trabolgan 11th June – 18th June

To all you ladies whose partners have ever mortified you:

Mrs. Icarus

I’m not the first or last
to stand on a hillock,
watching the man she married
prove to the world
he’s a total, utter, absolute Grade A pillock.

Carol Ann Duffy
Current British Poet Laureate

Icarus, for those of you who haven’t been helping their children with their homework,
is the guy who flew too close to the sun wearing wings made of feathers held together
with wax.

MAY MEETING

Date: 10th May 2010

Venue: Ardilaun

Champs 8.00 p. m.

Chumps 8.30 p. m.



Some Recent Lions Club Photos:

Pres Yvonne presents John Duggan with pin for 30 year’s service

DG James, Pres Yvonne and new Lion Gabriel Costello



DG James presents Lion’s Bulletin editor John Hanlon and Danny Griffin the District
bulletin award

DG James presents Pres Yvonne with his bannerette



Weigh-out

Deputy Pres Sean Staed and Project Chairman Frank Kinneen

After loosing 2 stone, Joe Shoer deserves his biscuit



Salute!

‘I’ve done it, proclaims Linda McCallion



Connolly and Conway Cup – Athenry

Pres Yvonne presents Connolly Cup to Richard Hughes with Des Conway

Pres Yvonne presents the Conway Cup to Jean Hughes with Des Conway



Chain Walk

On Your Marks

Go


