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Editorial

It is full summer now, the heart of June;
Not yet the sunburnt reapers are astir
Upon the upland meadow where too soon
Rich autumn time, the season’s usurer,
Will lend his hoarded gold to all the trees,
And see his treasure scattered by the wild and
Spendthrift breeze.

The Garden of Eros
Oscar Wilde (1854 – 1900)

And hasn’t June been a wonderful month? The weather has been glorious (so far!),
the temperatures agreeable and we all enjoyed a little schandenfreude at France’s
expense (schadenfreude = pleasure derived from the misfortune of others).

There certainly was a light-hearted air about the June meeting of the Galway Lions
Club. From our beautifully tanned president Yvonne (the burden of office about to be
passed on) at the top table to the lowliest lion at the back. Thank you letters abounded.
All requests received prompted a positive response and we still have a few bob left in
the kitty. Happy project chairmen submitted reports. And all business concluded in 48
minutes. Indeed, President Yvonne was so relaxed (holidays beckon?) she
momentarily forgot to don her chain of office.

The only fly in the ointment was the scurrilous threat of legal action against the
Bulletin Editor. The Editor (me!) was quite chuffed to discover at least one lion reads
this quality journal, even if the content was irksome. Now if only I could provoke the
other 51 into reading these notes!

Most projects were either complete, such as Breakfast Morning, Slim In and Chain
Reaction. Others are ongoing such as Environment (patience! says the silver haired
and golden tongued one). Upcoming is Youth Exchange programme. President
Yvonne appealed for volunteers to entertain for one day a group of 3rd level overseas
students. There followed a stony silence. No doubt, the usual poor sods will be press
ganged in due course. But it is sad that no one volunteered.

It was also sad to hear two great lions had tendered their resignations – one a fairly
recent member, the other a Charted member.

Stephen Daly will be missed. A young(er) member who joined in 2003, he displayed
great enthusiasm, energy and capacity for hard work. He was reliable, industrious and
good-humoured. Stephen has to concentrate on his business. We thank him for his
sterling work and wish him well. We hope some day he will return to us.

Brendan Guerin joined some 30 years before Stephen. A charter member (our club
was chartered in 1972), former president (1978-79) and Melvin Jones Fellow Brendan
has been a stalwart lion for almost 40 years. Every Christmas he not only assists on
the day of the Auction, he never fails to produce auction items and in spite of



advancing years always turned out for duty at supermarket collections. Brendan’s
unswerving loyalty and commitment to the lions cause will be greatly missed. Sadly,
since submitting his resignation Brendan suffered a fall and his leg will be in plaster
for some 6 weeks. We all wish Brendan a full recovery so that he can speedily resume
his year round daily swim in the ocean. In the meantime let us salute this wonderful
lion with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

Football

“To be honest, I don’t get many bookings. I just get a load of red cards”.
Richard Dunne
Aston Villa/Ireland

PROJECTS

Handover Night

Immediately after the June meeting we all (well, mostly all) adjourned to the Glenarde
Room in the Ardilaun.

President Yvonne spoke briefly but movingly of her year of office, how quickly it had
passed, how challenging she had found it and how much she had enjoyed it. She
graciously thanked all the members for their support. She then handed over the Chain
of Office to VP1 Noel Meehan to prolonged applause. Incoming President Noel was
equally brief and promised to do his best to maintain the high standard set by Yvonne.

Prior to the actual handover President Yvonne sprang a surprise and presented Lion
Tom Joyce with his Melvin Jones Fellowship to loud acclaim. Lion Tom is the 8th

Galway Lion to receive this prestigious award and is most deserving as he continues
to espouse the principles of lionism at both Club and Cabinet level. Well done, Tom. I
believe it appropriate for us to honour Lion Tom further with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

Now I understood we were to have a Barbecue (as did some of the Social
Committee!) but instead we had a most enjoyable buffet followed by entertainment
supplied by that human dynamo, Lion Pat Connolly. The bould Pat conducted an Irish
Step Dancing lesson, which provided hilarious fun for those taking part. You have to
hand it to Lion Pat. He is innovative. Rumour has it next year’s event will include golf
instruction. Anyway, for pure novelty of thought and undimmed enthusiasm let’s hear
it for our own PDG Pat with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!



Summer

We had gone out there to pass the beautiful day of high summer like true Irishmen –
locked in the dark snug of a public house.

Brendan Behan (1923 - 1964)

Trabolgan

Your scribe missed the usual get-together in the Ardilaun but I gather a good night
was had by all.

The glorious weather in Trabolgan ensured all or guests had a great time and
thankfully there were no mishaps or illnesses. Despite 46 people originally being
booked in the last two weeks prior to departure we had 8 cry offs so only 38 traveled
– our lowest number for some years. Some lions made the effort to travel and were
well rewarded by the mainly happy and contented demeanour of our guests. The little
effort we put into this project is more than worthwhile when compared to the
enjoyment of the senior citizens who might otherwise never have a holiday. As I have
so often said before, every member of our club should support this project by
attending in Trabolgan at least once during their lionistic career.

I had the privilege of accompanying our guests on the bus journey back to Galway.
It’s been a number of years since I had made this journey and I had forgotten how
much fun it was. This group of mostly ladies entertained themselves, the bus driver
and me all the way home with a pit stop in Limerick. We had some wonderful singers
and one particular lady, Margaret from Barna, hilariously recounted some of her
experiences in life. This lady should be on the stage – a real natural. The journey flew
and when we arrived at Mervue Church there were the lions to transport our happy
guests home, tired but content.

P/C Sean Mannion led this year’s crew with regular teammates lions Tom Burke,
Geraldine Mannion, Tom Joyce, Pat Connoly and Michael Gleeson. Extras drafted in
and who were happy to help were lions Enda Colleran, Seamus Staed, Frank Conlan
and John Hanlon.

This is a major undertaking. President Yvonne was rightly loud in her praise of P/C
Sean – all of it well deserved. So let us all be upstanding and salute lion Sean and his
team with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

Notice from the Church Bulletin

The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen on
Friday afternoon.



Visit to L’Orient

Lion Tom Hogan reported to the June meeting on how he and Lion Frank Conlan (and
their respective spouses) joined with Galway’s Twinning Committee, which is chaired
by Michael Healy (charter member, former president and retired lion), City Mayor
Declan McDonnell and other dignitaries for a short visit to L’Orient. Apparently all
were royally entertained by the L’Orient lions as well as being guests at various
functions hosted by the local L’Orient Council. Fortunately, this was before France’s
inglorious exit from the World Cup so the lads didn’t look too smug! C’est la vie!

Hilarious Bloomers

Presenter: How long did the Six-Day War between Israel and Egypt last?
Contestant (long pause): Fourteen Days.

Paul Wappat (BBC Radio Newcastle)

Dates to Remember
Golf Classic 22nd July 2010 – Teams urgently needed – phone a

friend and put the arm on them!
Town Hall Event 13th November 2010

Ageing

I haven’t asked you to make me young again. All I want is to go on getting older.
Konrad Adenauer (1876 – 1967)

Sympathy

Our sympathies are extended to Lion Michael Gleeson on the recent deaths of his
stepmother Mrs. Josephine Gleeson and his aunt Mrs. Anna Gilmartin.

We also extend our sympathy to Rita O Regan (wife of Lion Michael) on the death of
her aunt Sr. Angela Lawless O.P.

May they all rest in peace.

Congratulations

To Veronica and Lion Peter Flanagan on the safe arrival of grandson Rian – their 9th

grandchild.

He never stops. Last month we had to mark a significant sporting success by
Associate Member and former president Sean Hosty. Our hero is now the All-Ireland
Seniors over 70 Golf Champion following an outstanding performance at Castletroy
Golf Club. Well done, Sean.

Drink

It was a woman who drove me to drink – and, you know, I never even thanked her.
W.C. Fields (1880 – 1946)



JULY MEETING

Date: 12th July 2010

Venue: See Below

New Leaders 8.00 p. m.

Same Old 8.30 p. m.

PLEASE NOTE;

Next meeting is being held at Cancer Care West premises located at

Seamus Quirke Road (above Fine Wines & opposite Westside Shopping Centre)


