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Editorial

September has come and I wake

And I think with joy how whatever, now or in future, the system
Nothing whatever can take
The people away, there will always be people
For friends or for lovers though perhaps
The conditions of love will be changed and its vices diminished
And affection will not lapse
To narrow possessiveness, jealousy founded on vanity.

Autumn Journal – Louis MacNeice 1938

Hands up those of you who can remember what happened at the July meeting.
Thought not. Isn’t it amazing how the short-term memory deteriorates with age?
Because you obviously were not at the meeting if you can’t remember. For those of
us who were there it was an unforgettable night. And not just because we had two
glamorous ladies at the top table (hence the smug smile of Treasurer Pat). So there!
Ye missed it! Shame on you!

Some 35 of us turned up – well above average. Curiosity is a great motivator (I don’t
doubt) and those who travelled out to Drom for the first time were well impressed.
The Salthill/Devon clubhouse is a fine premises set in a spectacular location. The
main assembly room/lounge area (there is no bar, fitting for underage sports stars) has
huge windows thus catering for wimps who stay indoors on bad days for home
matches. And the superb facilities would do justice to Messrs Ronaldo and Co. The
Real Madrid stars were in the wrong place. Carton House is only trotting after Drom!

And here’s a first. When your intrepid reporter arrived a minute before 8.00 p.m. (the
appointed hour) and being well used to the J.I.T. principle for meeting deadlines he
was astonished to find lo and behold the meeting was already under way! Sacre Bleu!
What is this! Fine them, fine them. Oh we can’t? Well hats off to President Yvonne
for super efficiency.

Correspondence is usually run of the mill stuff – begging letters and thank yous, Mass
bouquets and circulars but the July meeting was special. We had a lovely thoughtful
letter from our most recent Melvin Jones Fellow. As usual, that gracious lion, Tom
Burke, yet again demonstrated why he is so deserving of our high regard and held in
such esteem and affection.

Our new Tail Twister Eimear McDonnell certainly made her presence felt and got
stuck into her new role with relish. Oh, the times they are a-changing alright. Lion
Eimear went around the room like a tornado fining offending lions left, right and



centre (late? pay up! No pin? Pay up! Complain? Pay up again! Cheek? Pay up, and a
yellow card!). You can’t beat back to basics. I’m looking forward to the next twelve
months!

And we were honoured by the presence of the victorious Salthill/Devon under 14s
All-Ireland Soccer Champions who came in (along with parents, mentors and club
officers) for a social after the meeting concluded. You will recall from last month’s
bulletin how these young men did our club proud by winning this prestigious
tournament sponsored by the Lions of 105I. We had soft drinks, cocktail sausages,
chicken wings and sandwiches etc. While most of the adults were inclined to only
pick at the goodies on offer, Under 14 footballers tend to have healthy appetites and
all plates were duly cleared!

We had celebratory speeches from President Yvonne, club Team Manager Tom
Horkan and Salthill/Devon president Tony Johnston who was loud in his praise of
Galway Lions Club, the work we do and the honour we bestowed on his club by
inviting them to represent us in this unique all island lions competition. A happy
occasion all round and again our thanks to P/C Padraig Bree and his committee of one
for all the work and enthusiasm he put into this project and the distinction he brought
to Galway Lions Club. An especially nice touch was the presentation by the lions to
the boys of a set of jerseys bearing the logos of Salthill/Devon and Galway Lions. All
that’s left to do is be upstanding and render unto Lion Padraig:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

For all you Latin scholars (no use saying you did Greek!):

Semper in faecibus sumus, sole profundis variat.

PROJECTS

Youth Exchange Programme

“What project is this?” I hear you ask. It’s not in the list of projects on the
membership card. You’re right, it’s not but it still pops up every summer.

I’ve had a vague sense of resentment down the years, that Cabinet was foisting this on
us because we’re a major club. Success brings it’s own rewards! And how come
we’re always receiving visiting youths and we never get to send any. I suspect that’s
entirely our own fault - in my time in the club we never tried.

I have also criticised this exercise, as the visiting young people had no idea who the
Lions were but did have high expectations of being treated and entertained. That was
certainly the case a year or two ago.

However, I have to say the above scenario no longer applies. That most obliging
person in the Galway Lions Club Lion (and Melvin Jones Fellow, don’t forget) Tom



Burke agreed to act for our club and entertain for one day a group of students from
various countries. Lions Michael Murray and John Hanlon volunteered to help.

So on Tuesday July 7th 15 students – aged from 17 to 20 and mostly, but not all, third
level – arrived by coach to student accommodation in Galway, for one week. National
Organizer Marion Conneely (a sound Connemara woman) arranged for all the Galway
clubs to pitch in and so we met with three Finns, two Americans, two Poles and a
Belgian, a Slovakian, a Czech, a German, an Italian, a Dane, a Hungarian and a
Guadalupean (got it right?). All of them had excellent English (thank God) and were
very well informed about matters pertaining to lionism, a welcome development. We
met, had coffee and took them on a guided walking tour of Galway, which proved to
be a great success. Having spent the previous week in Waterford but only one
morning in Galway, they considered Galway the place to be. So impressed were they
that they devoted their free day to shopping and sightseeing in our city. Following
lunch we brought them off (on their own coach, which thoughtfully remained with
them – well done, Marion) on a tour of Connemara taking in Kylemore Abbey,
Leenane and the Maam Valley and finishing up with a meal in Keelaghans of Bushy
Park. The eleven girls and four boys were well pleased with their day and were quite
friendly and forthcoming.

So now I have a much better perspective on this project. Perhaps President Yvonne
might appoint someone to investigate how we might nominate some Irish girl and/or
boy to travel overseas for three weeks. In the meantime what can we say about genial
Melvin Jones Fellow Tom? What else but stand and yet again proclaim his greatness
on a job well organized and done with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDROUS
APPLAUSE!

Football Joke

What’s a geriatric? A German footballer scoring three goals.
Bob Monkhouse

Currach

P/C Alan Murphy reported a total of €6,114 was collected of which half is due to the
Bray Lions and our half has been donated to local charity Abalta. This was Lion
Alan’s maiden project and he was anxious to thank the members for their support.
Didn’t he do well! And with President Yvonne’s praises still ringing in his ears let’s
salute the debutant Project Chairman with:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLASUE!

Trabolgan

P/C Tom Joyce gave us his wrap up report on a very successful project. Forty-two
guests were brought to Trabolgan at a total cost of €15,510. All our guests had a great
time with thankfully no one falling ill. Lion Tom was at pains to thank all helpers



with his customary modesty, claiming no credit for himself on a difficult project
superbly organized. So without further ado let’s hear it for Tom:

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

Quote: “Forecasting is very difficult, especially about the future”.
Edgar R Fiedler (1916-2003) U.S. Economist

Golf Classic

We will get a full report from P/C Seamus Staed at the next meeting. But this
observer is happy to report all on Thursday 23rd July at Galway Golf Club had a great
day. The weather held up (a bonus given the weather we had to endure that month),
some 35 teams played @ €200 per team and a good turn out of the committee ensured
the event ran smoothly. President Yvonne spoke eloquently at the presentation that
night but a poor attendance of lions for the formalities was disappointing. Proceeds
will be down on previous years due to the recession but it must be said this project
deserves better support from the members. I await P/C Seamus’ report with interest.
In the meantime please don’t ask which team won the event. P/C Seamus is mortified
that this rogue team (which previously won 2 years ago – have they no shame?) yet
again escaped the clutches of various handicap secretaries.

Ethnic Joke

Murphy and O Brien were on their way home from the “labour” and decided to go for
a stroll in the forest. They came upon a clearing with a huge sign with the legend
“Tree Fellers Wanted”. Says Murphy to O Brien: “Isn’t it a shame there’s only the
two of us?”

Best Wishes

To Lion Enda Colleran who had a brush with the cardiologist in July. We’re all
delighted to hear you’re doing so well, Enda. We hope the stents vent the gent, as
meant.

And finally

A recent survey claims that six out of seven dwarfs are not Happy.

SEPTEMBER MEETING

Date: 14th September

Venue: Ardilaun

Geniuses: 8.00 p. m.

Dullards: 8.30 p.m.



Some pictures of recent events:

1. Youth Exchange

All set and ready to go

Pres Yvonne welcoming our guests



2. Presentation to Salthill-Devon winners of the District Soccer competiton

President Yvonne presents Lions logo polo shirts to Salthill Devon

Relaxing after the formal duties!

3 Lions Club Am-Am



John McGinley, Des Conway and Pat Connolly

Pres Yvonne presents crystal trophy to John McGinley and winning team


