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Editorial

On either side the river lie
Long fields of barley and of rye,
That clothe the wold and meet the sky;
And through the field the road runs by

To many towered Camelot;
And up and down the people go,
Gazing where the lilies blow
Round an island there below,

The island of Shalott.

The Lady of Shalott – Alfred, Lord Tennyson 1831

Now aren’t you in a nice mellow mood remembering those lovely lines we all learned
all those years ago? There was a time I would have mounted my white steed and gone
galloping down to Camelot to rescue the famous fair Lady (sighs sadly into his
coffee). But down to business.

President Yvonne surveyed us with a jaundiced eye. “How”, she mused, “am I going
to get any good out of that gang of layabouts”. She fixed a baleful glare on us and
assumed a grim visage.

Isn’t imagination a great thing? Do yiz really think President Yvonne could behave in
such a manner? There she was, smiling as usual even though we were 8 minutes late
getting under way. Our esteemed President and Honorary Sec were not the least put
out by the absence of the Treasurer. Yikes! No man at the top table! No wonder the
Grommet has taken off to Spain. Being bereft of men was no problem (probably a
blessing) as President Yvonne invited former president Richard Hughes to read from
the code of ethics, a task Lion Richard performed with his customary grace. Then
President Yvonne reminded us that hard work was required between now and
Christmas.

And indeed it is, perhaps, appropriate to note fund raising is increasingly difficult in
these trying times. At the time of writing we have no major sponsor for the Auction.
So I appeal to the members. Put on your thinking caps for a potential sponsor for our
biggest and most important project. Bring your suggestions to the hard-pressed
Project Chairman Michael Murray 087-2428257. This is a time of need in the club,
so we rely on our greatest resource – our members – to come up with the goods.

The September meeting of the Galway Lions Club took place in the salubrious
surroundings of the main function room of the Ardialun. President Yvonne smoothly
managed proceedings with minimum fuss and we were put in mind of all the
upcoming projects. The period September – December is the busiest on the Galway



Lions Club calendar and it’s just as well we had our summer break because there’ll be
little let-up between now and year end.

We had a guest speaker. Donnacha Foley of the Galway Volunteer Centre gave us a
run through of his group’s activities. They are a voluntary Recruitment Agency. In a
very interesting talk Donnacha outlined how his personnel could best use or channel
volunteers to areas best suited to their particular talents or where such individuals
could make the greatest contribution. Of course, his Agency needs funds, as the State
support is inadequate. So what else is new?

The Tail Twister was strangely silent despite the odd contumely (look it up) remark.
Maybe she is husbanding her reserves of energy for more demanding occasions. It
would be a foolish lion that takes a chance!

Football Quote

We didn’t underestimate them. They were a lot better than we thought.

On Cameroon’s football team Bobby Robson (1933-2009)

PROJECTS

There was little to report after the holidays with the exception of Lion Dan Griffin’s
report below. All present were exhorted by President Yvonne to especially support the
critical upcoming blockbuster projects i.e. Supermarket Collections and Radio
Auction. There will also be a myriad of less dramatic, but nevertheless essential,
traditional, meritorious and rewarding events between now and the end of December.
So, therefore, let us put our collective shoulders to the wheel, noses to the grindstone
and whatever other appropriate euphemisms that come to mind.

Quotation No 1

The future will be better tomorrow. Geo W. Bush (who else)

Cancer Care West

President Yvonne presented a cheque for €25,000 to Ritchie O Flaherty, CEO of
Cancer Care West to assist with financing their facility opposite Westside Shopping
Centre. The cheque represented our 5-year commitment to Cancer Care West. The
facility is a hostel for those patients and their families obliged to stay overnight when
receiving treatment in U.C.H.G. The building is purpose built with a kitchen on the
first floor to provide a homely atmosphere. There are also private facilities where
patients, their families and specialist counselors can meet. The object of the exercise
is to provide back up, support and comfort for the patients and it is surly a worthy
project for the Galway Lions.

President Yvonne praised everyone concerned and was delighted our club was
associated with the great work undertaken – so we can all take a bow with:



THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE! THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE!

DG

Definitions

ambivalence - watching your mother-in-law drive over a cliff in your new Lexus.
David Mamet

And Finally

It was lovely to see Melvin Jones Fellow, former president and Charter Member Dan
Griffin display a copy of our Charter to the meeting. Lion Dan read out the hallowed
names of our Charter Members in a voice breaking with emotion. There wasn’t a dry
eye in the house.

Quotation No 2

When asked the question, “What is time?” St Augustine answered: “I know what it is,
but when you ask me, I don’t.”

We are in such a hurry. We see our lives as finite. For most of us, there is no afterlife
to hope for, so we are in a panic to get as much as possible done before it all
collapses into nothingnesss. And the anxiety about encroaching oblivion also needs to
be kept at bay – another reason to rush, so that a condition of permanent distraction
can be maintained.
Our mistake lies in believing not only that the present is a “thing” to be captured but
also that this “thing” is somehow infinitesimally small and elusive. On the contrary,
the present is all there is. It is everything and everywhere. Even our thoughts about
the past and the future take place in the present.

Tim Lott

OCTOBER MEETING

Date: 12th October 2009

Venue: Ardilaun

The Best: 8.00 p. m.

The Rest: 8.30 p. m.



Some Recent Photos:

Lions Club Am-AM

John McGinley, President Yvonne and Seamus Staed

Sitting: The McDermott brothers and standing Brian Daly and Pat Connolly



Youth Exchange

Tom Burkey, John Hanlon, President Yvonne and Michael Murray

1651 Map of Galway



Presentation to Salthill-Devon winners of district soccer competition

Noel Meehan, Alan Murphy, Eimear McDonnell and Jim Cahill

Michael O’Regan, Tom Joyce and Michael Murray




