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Editorial

“Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eaves run;”

“And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;
Hedge crickets sing; and now with treble soft
The redbreast whistles from a garden-croft;
And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.”

John Keats (“To Autumn” – ye shudda paid attention at skule) penned those few lines almost 190
years ago when he had obviously enjoyed a summer in 1819 vastly superior to that endured by the
Galway Lions in 2008. Indeed, it is tempting to observe the only bleating heard recently in these parts
was from the rain-sodden suffering citizenry. And you would have needed large doses of Redbreast to
wet your whistle and revive your drooping spirits while watching the swallows twittering under cover
and packing their bags to depart our leaden skies.

Wonder of wonders it was actually not raining when we all took our seats at the September meeting.
There we were, a packed room, all eager and enthusiastic and admiring the smart casual turn out at the
top table. And there it was on display looking splendidly shiny – the chain of office – refurbished,
buffed and polished – I hope its well insured! President Jim called us to order (only 5 minutes late) and
that inimitable man of probity Lion Ml Murray intoned the code of ethics.

Our latest new recruit, Mairead McNulty, was introduced to loud applause and potential new member
Avril Horan was also in attendance. To Mairead we say Failte! And to Avril - we hope you like the cut
of our jib and stay for some fulfilling activity and fun. To the misogynists in our midst (we still have
some, sad to say) we say – tough! It’s great that we now have 6 lady lions and hopefully this will soon
rise to 7.

You would think we had bottomless pockets the way we lashed out the cash although it soon became
obvious that some had more influence than others as not every request was entertained. Some E8.3k
was committed although we only have some E6.5k in the bank (is it safe, wonders Joe Duffy?), so
some fund raising will have to done.

And we were saddened to hear former President Conor O Dwyer tendered his resignation. Conor gave
the club 21 years of sterling service, chairing many projects and serving many years as a Director and
Club Secretary. He was President in 2000/1 and went on to hold different positions in Cabinet. Conor,
a gentleman to his fingertips, is well respected at local and District level and all will sorely miss him.
Thanks, Conor, for all those years of unselfish dedication, unfailing good humour and constant wise
counsel.

The Galway
Lion



PROJECTS

Following the summer break it was planning time for the various upcoming projects. So pay attention
class and note the following dates!

Suicide Awareness

The next 2-day seminar (Sept 17th and 18th) will be over by the time you read this. Project Chairman
Tony Royliston apologised for being late into the meeting and successfully fended off the best efforts
of the Tail Twister to fine him by claiming he had been fighting off the dastardly attempts of those
Rotary ruffians who had been trying to press gang him. Fat chance! But Lion Tony’s good news is
that a full complement of 36 participants has been secured for what will be the second seminar this
year in this project. Our thanks to Lion Tony and his crew for the effort they are putting into this
excellent project (not to mention resisting the overtures of the enemy) can best be expressed in the
traditional manner with:

Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause, Thunderous Applause

Radio Auction

Project Chairman Eimear McDonnell reported the big day is Friday 12th December and main
sponsors Classic Tiles (our own Lion Jack Nohilly) and Bathroom World have confirmed their
continuing support.

Food Vouchers

Lion Tom Burke suggested a return to the practice of hand delivering food vouchers rather the system
of recent years of postage. Others present saw no need to change what was an efficient operation and
while some positive PR might result the implications of ensuring all envelopes would be delivered on
time had to be considered.
Following lengthy discussion it was agreed committee would investigate.

Housing Project

VP1 Noel Meehan gave a preliminary report on the feasibility of this project and various options (he
cited three) that might be considered if we decide to proceed. This topic also generated much
discussion and it was agreed Lion Noel’s report be distributed to the members prior to the next
meeting when the matter can be further debated.

Environment

Project Chairman Tom O Connor entertained us greatly with his account of his dealings with officials
in our great City Council. The description would have done justice to the late John D Sheridan or John
B Keane. Well done, Lion Tom for describing with such good humour such frustrating experiences.

Bulletin

President Jim appealed for volunteers to assist with coverage of events, projects and submit short
articles and photographs for inclusion in this most prestigious journal. New blood is obviously needed.
Am I offended? Norratall! Am I impressed? You must be joking! I’ll believe it when I see it! The
Bulletin editor (that’s me, folks!) then thanked outgoing publisher Lion Frank Conlan for all his
assistance in production over the past few years. Frank recently retired and no longer has access to
facilities required to publish and print. We all join in wishing Lion Frank many happy years of



retirement and look forward to his continuing participation in Club activities. And I thank Lion Pat
Dempsey for stepping into the breach and affording the club facilities required thus ensuring
continuing production of the Bulletin.
Sympathy

Our condolences are extended to Lion Seamus Staed on the recent death of his mother Mary R.I.P.

Congratulations

To that fecund progenitor (look it up) Lion Jim Kent. Not content with one grandchild in recent weeks
he had to demonstrate the fertility genes he has passed on by being blessed with another clan member,
making 8 grandchildren in all. I am happy to report Chelsea (yes, Chelsea all you Utd fans), Cian and
their respective parents are all doing well.

OCTOBER MEETING

Date 13th October 2008

Venue Ardilaun

Macho Men (and Women) 8.00 p. m.

Wimps 8.30 p. m.



Some photos from Trabolgan 2008

Phil Gregan competing in talent competition

Tea time in Trabolgan



Left to Right: Yvonne, Paddy McDonagh, Jim Cahill, Maureen Spellman, DG Pat, Maureen Murray,
Sean Mannion, Collette McDonagh, David Haverty,
Front Row: Jimmy Rainbow and Patricia Madden


